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SECTION 1
INTRODUCTION
In 2002, the Southern Grampians Shire Council received funding from the Department of Infrastructure (now
the Department of Sustainability and Environment) through the Victorian Government’s Pride of Place
Program to prepare an urban design framework for the township of Coleraine.
The project objective is to provide a strategic framework to:
•

guide decision making about the future design and development of Coleraine—both in the short and long

•

term and in consultation with the local community and stakeholders, and
to provide practical, implementable design concepts for various improvements to the public realm of the
town that reflect the essence of the township and the desires of the community.

WHAT IS AN URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK?
An urban design framework is a strategic planning tool that sets out an integrated design vision for the
desired future development of an urban place, that is, a place of settlement. It provides direction for
interventions that shape open space, buildings and landscape. It draws upon and integrates the traditional
disciplines of designers, planners, heritage advisers, economists and other specialists. It identifies the
potential to achieve broad strategic goals and to create places that reflect community values.
The framework is an integral part of the planning system. It assists planning authorities to develop local
action plans and initiatives within a strategic context, helps translate agendas established in the Planning
Scheme’s Municipal Strategic Statement into actual projects, and helps the local community to set an overall
development direction for their environment.
The framework is a powerful tool for resolving the future of areas undergoing change, areas where particular
issues need to be resolved, and areas where new threats and opportunities have emerged. It can then
inform changes to the Planning Scheme, including zoning and overlays, and initiate detailed guidelines for
development and Capital Works.
Importantly, an urban design framework is not a rigid masterplan, but a physically adaptable, threedimensional urban design vision including an incrementally implementable strategy for developing a place.
Refer to Figure 1—‘What is an Urban Design Framework?’ and Figure 2—‘Urban Design Frameworks in the
Planning System’.
The purpose of the Coleraine Urban Design Framework is to provide direction for the future development of
the town, including guidelines for its future sustainability and priorities for civic improvements. It is an
important strategy plan for managing the use of land, directing development, improving physical amenity and
boosting economic development.
This project adds a substantial amount of knowledge and technical expertise regarding the future
development of Coleraine. It integrates existing and new information and ideas into a realistic Capital Works
program and enforceable local policies and, as such, is an excellent opportunity to review and consolidate
the results of relevant work to date and take it to the next level in a considered manner.
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HOW CAN URBAN DESIGN IMPROVE COLERAINE’S ENVIRONMENT?
Urban design is the generally accepted name for the process of giving physical design direction to urban
growth, conservation, and change. It is understood to include landscape as well as buildings, both
preservation and new construction, and rural areas as well as cities.
(Jonathan Barnett: An introduction to urban design, 1982)
It aims to arrange and shape buildings, open space and infrastructure into a purposeful and delightful
physical frame for activities, functions and development and to provide an engaging, rewarding environment
for people. It covers a range of issues from large scale, strategic ones to the detailed design of particular
places.
In short, urban design is about the thoughtful integration of the human system with the natural system,
physically and conceptually, in time and three dimensions, to house societies and cultures. Successful urban
design practices and solutions create improved relationships between people and environment and so
contribute to the creation of better, safer and increasingly attractive places.
In regional towns such as Coleraine, the focus of urban design is in the definition of the boundaries between
the built and natural environments—or the township proper and the surrounding rural areas—and in the
creation an interconnected, safe public places network. It is also important for proposals and implementation
mechanisms to involve and empower the local community to be in control of their environment and lifestyle.
Investment in urban design efforts and the public environment will significantly further community aspirations
by consistently, if incrementally, improving the physical frame of town life according to an integrated strategy.
While urban design interventions cannot guarantee success, they can act as primary catalysts for other
things to happen.

COLERAINE URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK OBJECTIVES
VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT’S PRIDE OF PLACE PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Pride of Place Program are to achieve high quality urban design and architecture that:
•

reflects the particular characteristics, aspirations and cultural identity of the community,

•

enhances liveability, diversity, amenity and safety of the public realm, and promotes attractiveness of
towns and cities within broader strategic contexts.

With particular focus on regional Victoria, the Program objectives are to:
•

further develop Victoria’s pride in its cities, towns and public places,

•

develop Victoria’s competitive advantage using urban design by better coordination of opportunities and
a strategic approach to the design and development of the built environment,

•

improve the efficiency and economic performance of Victorian urban centres through urban design, and

•

improve the interface of public and private places and activities in our towns and suburbs.

COLERAINE URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK PROJECT BRIEF OBJECTIVES
Particular objectives for the Coleraine Urban Design Framework as nominated in the Project Brief are to:
•

address Coleraine’s sense of place, heritage, and its relationship with the natural environment,

•

encourage engagement of the Coleraine community and other key stakeholders to engender strong
community ownership of the Framework and a commitment to its implementation,

Introduction

September 2003

2

Coleraine Urban Design Framework
•

4D form

raise community awareness of the importance of urban design as a mechanism to enable consideration
of the future of the town in a coordinated and integrated way,

•

identify opportunities for immediate, short term and long term actions and initiatives, regarding those
physical, (natural and built form), economic and social elements that strengthen local identity and
contribute to Coleraine’s overall image,

•

improve access, movement, and vehicle and pedestrian safety throughout the township,

•

link commercial activity nodes in Whyte Street and recreational nodes located predominantly in Turnbull
Street,

•

identify opportunities to accommodate further tourism development activities, and

•

identify potential funding sources to implement proposals.

MAIN ISSUES
Based on the Project Brief and the current Southern Grampians Planning Scheme, the main issues for the
Coleraine Urban Design Framework to resolve are:
•

township presentation,

•

the image of highway entrances to the town,

•

main street functionality, amenity and image,

•

urban character, including new residential developments and township centre,

•

protection and enhancement of the substantial landscape and environmental assets of Coleraine,

•

a number of key sites,

•

a number of buildings of heritage significance, and

•

tourism-related issues.

The project outputs address:
•

the use and development of land,

•

the future design of public open space and streetscapes,

•

the character and appearance of future developments,

•

environmentally sustainable development issues and the carrying capacity of the environment,

•

the prioritisation of Capital Works,

•

external funding possibilities, and

•

best practice urban design principles.

PROJECT AREA
The project area covers the Coleraine township and its immediate surrounds, incorporating, as defined in the
Southern Grampians Shire Planning Scheme:
•

Business 1 Zone (B1Z) along Whyte Street,

•

Residential 1 Zone (R1Z) of the township core,

•

Low Density Residential Zones (LDRZ) around the core, and

•

public land of strategic importance, particularly from an economic perspective regarding tourism potential
and landscape links.
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Sites of particular significance within the area are:
•
•

the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre,
the first Wannon Shire Offices in Whyte Street,

•

the former Railway Station, now the Visitor Information Centre,

•

Queens Park,

•
•

Bryan Creek,
Glenelg Chocolate Factory, and

•

a number of buildings of heritage significance in Whyte Street.

Refer to Figure 3—‘Current Zoning’.

FRAMEWORK PHILOSOPHY
The Coleraine Urban Design Framework is based on an overall urban design philosophy, which reflects the
Department of Sustainability and Environment’s approach to urban design frameworks. This line of thought
permeates the whole of the Framework document.
The Department’s principles for preparing urban design frameworks, as listed in the relevant Planning Note,
emphasise the notions of:
•

strategy, or the significance of considering individual urban design actions within a broader, strategic,
frame,

•

sustainability, or the consideration of the long term viability and impacts of development on economic
and ecological systems, natural resources and urban communities,

•

synergy, or the advantages of resolving issues of public and private benefit, land use, built form and
urban systems in relation to each other, with a high level of coordination,

•

responsiveness, or the benefits of considering urban design interventions in relation to the particular
characteristics, aspirations and cultural identity of the community, and the specific image, built form
characteristics and development dynamics of the urban environment,

•

specificity, or the acceptance of each urban situation as unique in time and space, where different
degrees of change and intervention are more valid than generic resolutions, and

•

quality, or the recognition of the importance of well-considered visual and functional resolutions to urban
issues and situations.

Other significant notions that have influenced the development of this Framework are:
•

equitability, or encouraging participation of all local people in the aspects of community life, regardless
of age, gender, cultural origin, ability or economic circumstance,

•

robustness, or allowing for complexity, change and growth through innovative adaptation and
augmentation of the environment,

•

value-adding, or seeking to optimise the performance and efficiency of local places and the benefits of
investments in public infrastructure, and

•

sensory delight, or recognition of the importance of symbolic association, individual interpretation and
collective memory in design resolutions.
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FRAMEWORK APPROACH
The Coleraine Urban Design Framework builds upon the town’s historic, environmental and lifestyle assets,
together with the opportunities provided by the location of the town along an interstate highway and in close
proximity to many of southwest Victoria’s tourist attractions.
It considers key contextual and townscape issues and translates local visions into actual proposals for
improvement. While the main focus is on the public realm, particularly Whyte Street and the open space
network, the Framework also explores the potential for developing private land for economic and townscape
benefit and the potential to improve regional connectivity, with a view of identifying and enhancing tourism
opportunities.
The close proximity of Hamilton presents a specific question: Should the towns compete with each other for
similar investment or could there be a separate market and lifestyle opportunity for each? The latter seems
to be the obvious choice, but the differentiation needs careful, creative thinking and a solid strategy. The
townships of Casterton and Merino are also located in the immediate vicinity of Coleraine. It might be
beneficial to initiate cooperation between Southern Grampians Shire and Glenelg Shire in terms of profiling
all four towns for broader regional benefit.
Importantly, improvements cannot be imposed from outside, they must arise from the nature of the place
itself and from an understanding of that place, based on a comprehensive analysis. For this reason, the
Framework proposals flow directly from a contextual and positioning analysis, a detailed physical inventory
of the town, and a set of community values gathered through consultation, while recognising current planning
policies.
The following are key theoretical and methodological concepts adopted to ensure a holistic approach to the
preparation of the Coleraine Urban Design Framework:

VALUES FRAME
Built form, natural and cultural landscapes and historic elements constitute the physical context of people’s
life in urban settlements. While it is important that any recommendations for development capture the
functional and visual potential of this context, it is equally important that the values and meanings people
attach to it inform all its future development and management.
To achieve successful recommendations that the community as a whole can support, it is crucial that any
Urban Design Framework project fully addresses the range of issues, values and aspirations of the local
population. This includes social and community aspects that may not even be possible to incorporate in the
Framework recommendations, but can inform other Council planning work.

PHYSICAL AND FUNCTIONAL FRAME
Investment in urban design efforts and the quality of the common environment will significantly, if gradually,
improve the physical and functional frame of human life. They cannot guarantee success, but can act as
primary catalysts for other things to happen.
The best potential for increased levels of activity and vitality—and the best ratio of cost and benefit—arises
from creativity and innovation in urban design practice. This can achieve the greatest flexibility for places to
accommodate a variety of uses over time and hence allow the most beneficial and mutually responsive mix
of use to happen.
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IDENTITY AND IMAGE
Identity, in an urban design sense, refers to the set of specific characteristics by which a place is recognised
and known as distinct from other places. This is a result of its individual environment, history and current
reality, which together create an individual local aesthetic that conceptually makes the place memorable in
people’s minds.
An imageable place is one which evokes in people a strong sense of legibility, orientation and place. The
future image of Coleraine relates both to its civic image as a proud town of distinctive character and to the
environmental image its residents and visitors experience. It is important for the Urban Design Framework
project to address both these aspects through promotion of the town’s essential assets and enhancement of
its physical and cultural environments, and through appropriately positioning it as a distinct place that
contributes to the broader regional and Shire structure for a value-added benefit.

A PLACE MANAGEMENT APPROACH
Landscape, urban form, heritage fabric, and local issues, values and aspirations are all important ingredients
in developing a coherent urban design vision and realistic, practical recommendations for improvement of
the township environment. Rather than regarding any issues or potential environmental and land use
conflicts as isolated problems to resolve, the Coleraine Urban Design Framework applies the more holistic
place management approach within an overall, three-dimensional urban design approach. This includes the
integration of various physical planning aspects in the context of understanding how places interact with
broader environmental processes, and how they support (or hinder) social and economic health and foster
the spirit, soul and character of places.
Importantly, this approach delivers:
•

strategies for the cost effective and ecologically sustainable management of public spaces, identifying
categories of different intensities of use and management and defining appropriate design standards that
reflect and enhance local character,

•

guidelines to preserve, enhance and interpret local heritage, including consideration of appropriate future
subdivision patterns, functional differentiation, linkages and civic order, while bringing important
community facilities and linkages to a contemporary standard of amenity and safety,

•

affordable means of improving the townscape image and environmental sustainability through planning
incentives, civic works and parklands maintenance achievable within the Shire’s budget, and in a way
that facilitates the local communities’ practical participation in the implementation, and

•

a mechanism to coordinate Council’s Capital Works, private sector investment and Government
agencies’ and utilities’ programs.

FRAMEWORK PROCESS
Refer to Figure 4—‘Coleraine Urban Design Framework Project Flowchart’.
The Coleraine Urban Design Framework process began with a Steering Committee meeting in September
2002. This was followed by a community consultation process to identify local values, issues and
aspirations:
First, questionnaire forms were distributed to the Steering Committee members and made available to the
community at the local supermarket. A public meeting took place in October 2002. A member of the Steering
Committee also distributed additional questionnaire forms at a local meeting in February 2003. A total of 34
completed forms were returned and 4 additional submissions received from local organisations.
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Refer to Appendix 1—‘Values questionnaire’, Appendix 2—‘Public Meeting’, Appendix 3—‘Values and
Issues’, and Appendix 4—‘Ideas Checklist’ in the ‘Community Consultation’ section of this report, which also
provides more detail about the consultation results.
A physical analysis of Coleraine and its surrounding context took place simultaneously with the
consultation process. This examines the town’s regional positioning, environmental context, local history and
heritage, and townscape qualities.
A Council briefing regarding the analysis stage of the project took place in November 2002. The
presentation boards then went to Coleraine for an informal display at local shop windows.
The next stage of the Framework process involved the development of an overall Draft Vision Plan and
Urban Design Strategy for Coleraine, based on the results of the consultation results and physical analysis.
The plan concentrates on defining township boundaries, identifying strategic improvement opportunities,
protecting views and heritage places and developing an integrated open space network, primarily providing a
frame to guide future planning decisions.
The Draft Vision Plan and Urban Design Strategy also included a set of more detailed Draft Concept Plans
for improving the Coleraine townscape and public realm, importantly including proposals for street upgrades,
the pedestrian network and tree planting. The Draft Concept Plans are primarily intended to assist in the
development and implementation of the Council’s Capital Works Program.
A set of Draft Urban Design Guidelines was also prepared to assist private sector developers and
designers, to coordinate private and public sector investment and help Council officers in assessing permit
applications.
The Draft Vision Plan and Urban Design Strategy (plans and report) was launched simultaneously with the
opening of the Community Bank in Coleraine. 50 flyers illustrating the main proposals were distributed. The
launched material was then put on public display at the local newsagent with questionnaire forms available
for comments.
A total of 23 responses were received, most of them positive. However, there were some individual
responses, which were diametrically opposite to each other. After discussing these matters, the Steering
Committee decided, how these issues should be resolved and presented in the final Framework document.
Refer to Appendix 5—‘Proposals questionnaire’, Appendix 6—‘Proposed Capital Works and Actions’
(consultation flyer), and Appendix 7—‘Summary of Comments’, in the ‘Community Consultation’ section of
this report.

COLERAINE URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK DOCUMENT
The final Urban Design Framework includes five sections: 1—‘Introduction’, 2—‘Community Consultation’,
3—‘Analysis’, 4—‘Urban Design Proposals’ and 5—‘Implementation Strategy’. The last section was not put
on public display, since its intention is to guide the Council in decision-making regarding planning,
programming and Capital Works.

POLICY CONTEXT FOR THE FRAMEWORK
This Urban Design Framework has been prepared in the context of the Government’s State Planning Policy
Framework (Victorian Planning Provisions), Southern Grampians Planning Scheme, and key issue-based
strategies, policies and studies. It respects the aims and objectives of these documents. However, the
content and provisions of existing policy positions and planning provisions may in the future be revised
depending on the recommendations of the Framework.
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Refer to Figure 2—‘Urban Design Frameworks in the Planning System’.

STATE PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK
The State Planning Policy Framework identifies the following urban design principles, listed in Clause 19.03
‘Design and Built Form’ of the Victoria Planning Provisions (VPP), as being relevant to all Pride of Place
projects:
•

Context
Development must take into account the natural, cultural and strategic context of its location.
A comprehensive site analysis should be the starting point of the design process and form the basis for
consideration of height, scale and massing of new development.

•

The public realm
The public realm, which includes main pedestrian spaces, streets, squares, parks and walkways, should
be protected and enhanced.

•

Landmarks, views and vistas
Landmarks, views and vistas should be protected and enhanced or, where appropriate, created by new
additions to the built environment.

•

Pedestrian spaces
Design of the relationship between buildings and footpaths and other pedestrian spaces, including the
arrangement of the adjoining activities, entrances, windows, and architectural decoration should
enhance the visual and social experience of the observer.

•

Heritage
New development should respect, but not simply copy, historic precedents and create a worthy legacy
for future generations.

•

Consolidation of sites and empty sites
New development should contribute to the ‘complexity’ and diversity of the built environment.
Site consolidation should not result in street frontages which are out of keeping with the ‘complexity’ and
‘rhythm’ of existing streetscapes.
The development process should be managed so sites are not in unattractive or neglected state for
excessive periods and the impacts of vacant sites are minimised.

•

Light and shade
A desirable balance of sunlight and shade should enhance the enjoyment of the public realm.
Undesirable overshadowing or exposure to the sun should not compromise this balance.

•

Energy and resource efficiency
All building, subdivision and engineering works should promote a more efficient use of resources and
energy efficiency.

•

Architectural quality
New development should aspire to high standards of architecture and urban design.
Any rooftop plant, lift over-runs, service entires, communication devices, and other technical attachments
should be treated as part of the overall design.

•

Landscape architecture
Recognition should be given to the setting in which buildings are designed and the integrating role of
landscape architecture.

This Clause also specifies that planning authorities should emphasise urban design policies and frameworks
for key locations or precincts.

Introduction

September 2003

8

Coleraine Urban Design Framework

4D form

SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS PLANNING SCHEME
Building on the Southern Grampians Shire’s Corporate Vision, the Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS)
included in the Planning Scheme outlines the following vision for land use and development for the Shire:
•

encourage and support uses and development which more efficiently use and manage land, water and
other finite resources,

•

diversify the economic base of Hamilton, the smaller townships and the rural areas by attracting further
investment, generating new employment opportunities and strengthening the role and identity of
Hamilton as a regional service centre,

•

protect and promote the cultural and environmental heritage of the Shire,

•

manage the natural resources in a sustainable way to:
•

secure the Shire’s environmental assets,

•

improve water quality and supply, and the condition of catchments and environmental flows of the
Shire’s rivers and stream.

Coleraine is the second largest township in the municipality, with a population of approximately 1100. It is
identified as enjoying a growing population. The ‘Settlement’ section of the Municipal Strategic Statement
identifies the following issues, objectives and strategies for the town:
Issues
•

Provision of economic and employment opportunities.

•

Provision of facilities, services and infrastructure.

•

Quality of living environment.

Objectives
•

To strengthen the network of small service townships…[including] Coleraine, in their capacity to meet
the service needs of the local community.

•

To provide high quality living environment in the townships of the Shire.

Strategies (extract)
•

To deliver relevant services and retain key facilities.

•

To support restoration programs on major heritage buildings.

•

To enhance the presentation of the main streets and entrances.

•

To provide for small scale light and service industries.

•

To provide facilities for visitors and interpretation of heritage and natural assets.

•

To assist with public land areas management.

•

To provide a range of housing types and choices in serviced residential locations as infill development of
the townships.

•

To ensure that existing zoned residential, low density residential and township land is developed prior to
zoning additional land for urban development.

•

To ensure that residential development not serviced by reticulated sewerage is able to dispose of all
effluent within the boundaries of the site and that the layout and design can readily accommodate the
future extension of sewerage services.

•

To support, with Glenelg Region Water Authority where applicable, a priority program for infrastructure
improvements to address existing shortfalls in water quality, effluent treatment and drainage system.
Prioritiy given to Coleraine—for example to improve water quality.
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The nominated tools to achieve the identified objectives and implement the strategies are Local Policies,
Zoning, Overlays and Other Council Actions, including programs and initiatives, plans, capital works and
monitoring.

OTHER RELEVANT STRATEGIES, POLICIES AND STUDIES
Additional documents that have informed the preparation of the Coleraine Urban Design Framework include:
•

Coleraine Heritage Study Stage 2, Shire of Southern Grampians, 2002.

•

Rail Trails of Victoria and South Australia, Railtrails Australia, 2001.

•

Historic Places, Special Investigation, South-Western Victoria, Descriptive Report, Land Conservation
Council, 1966.

•

Regional Catchment Strategy, Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority, 2002.

•

Biodiversity Assessment, Commonwealth and Victorian Regional Forest Agreement Steering
Committee, 2000.

•

West Victoria Comprehensive Regional Assessment Report, Commonwealth and Victorian Regional
Forest Agreement Steering Committee, 1999.

•

Bryan Creek, Coleraine, Community Partnership Project assisted by Glenelg Hopkins Catchment
Management Authority, 1998.

•

Victoria’s Biodiversity, Directions in Management, Department of Natural Resources and Environment,
1997.

•

Draft Glenelg Hopkins Native Vegetation Plan, Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority,
2000.

•

Landscape Character Types of Victoria, Forest Commission of Victoria, 1984.

•

The Glenelg Highway Roadside Management Plan, VicRoads, 1966.

•

A Short History of the Early Days in the Coleraine District, Leslie Emerson for the Coleraine Branch of
the Country Women’s Association, 1953.

•

Wannon Community News, issues 2159–2175.

Valuable information has also been provided by David Crawford of Eucalyptus Discovery Centre and Peter
Waldron of Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority regarding plant species that are indigenous
to the Coleraine area, to assist in the preparation of landscape proposals, as well as the Coleraine Visitor
Information Centre regarding local history and heritage, and local newspapers and various Internet sites
regarding local information and issues.

RELEVANT FRAMEWORK TERMS
•

Best Practice
This refers to the ways design and development is undertaken to fully cater for the environmental,
cultural, social and economic advancement of the town, also considering quality construction of public
places in all instances and catering for the needs of people with varied degrees of mobility.

•

Burra Charter
This is the Australian adaptation of the international ICOMOS guide for developing heritage properties
and their surrounds.
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Capital Works
These are physical improvement works for the public realm, included in the Council’s budget, for which
also external funding can be applied for.

•

Core Issues
These are the most important matters for the Framework to resolve, based on of the community

•

consultation process.
Core Values
These represent those aspects of the town that are the most important to the people who live there and
visit it.

•

Framework / Project Objectives
These are the basic aims of the Urban Design Framework project—what it is expected to achieve ‘in the
real world’ and ‘on the ground’.

•

Framework Concept
This outlines the proposed ideal structure of Coleraine in the future, including regional roles and
linkages, identifying strategic planning, pedestrian, streetscape and landscape improvement
opportunities.

•

Identity
This refers to the set of specific characteristics by which a place is recognised and known as distinct
from other places.

•

Image
This refers to the visual and sensory representation of a place in the physical environment—the way the
environmental, historic and cultural qualities of the towns are evident in their public environments and
built form.

•

Implementation Strategy
This provides guidance for developing the South Grampians Planning Scheme and Capital Works

•

program, identifying priorities.
Key goals
These are the proposed goals and parameters for Coleraine’s future urban design, planning, land use
and development to guide the Council’s planning practice and capital works.

•

Key Opportunities and Principles
These represent the most important local and regional possibilities and options for improving the
functional and physical aspects of the town and visitor interest to it.

•

Local Policy
This is the part of the Planning Scheme that determines the way that local environments and places
should be developed.

•

Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS)
This is the first part of the New Format Planning Scheme. It sets out a broad strategic vision for the

•

Council and includes issue-based objectives and strategies to achieve the vision.
Overlay
This is the part of the New Format Planning Scheme that sets particular development requirements on
various locations regarding individual issues such as heritage, urban design, environmental protection,

•

landscape values, etc.
Place Management
This is an urban design and planning approach, which considers the future development and
management of places holistically, rather than case by case, to achieve maximum benefit and integration

•

and an achievable cost structure.
Planning and Land Use Objectives
These set out the objectives according to which the Local Urban Design Policy should be developed to
address key local planning and land use issues.
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Pride of Place Program
This is the Victorian Government’s funding program to assist Councils, through application and subject to
approval, to improve towns and individual locations for community benefit. An Urban Design Framework
is typically the first project considered for funding, after which funding can be applied for to undertake
physical works.

•

Prioritisation
This indicates the order of importance in which planning and Capital Works improvements should
preferably be undertaken.

•

Strategies and Actions
These outline the strategic and practical means for achieving Framework / Project objectives and local
improvements such as streetscape works through improved planning and management practice, Capital
Works and funding.

•

The Private Realm
This consists of the street interface of private properties to the public realm and, ecologically, the
contribution of private places to the local environment in the form of green habitat corridors.

•

The Public Realm
This is a composite of the township’s streets, lanes, squares and public parks.

•

Urban Design Concepts
These are ideas and proposals for achieving the intent of the Vision Plan and Strategy and to respond to
issues raised in the community consultation process and uncovered in the analysis stage of the
Framework process. The plans focus on the public realm.

•

Urban Design Framework
This is a strategic planning tool which, according to the State Government’s guidelines, gives direction to
the future urban design development and Capital Works programming.

•

Urban Design Guidelines
These provide practical guidance to achieving the Framework objectives and the intent of the Vision Plan
and Strategy and the Concept Plans / Design Concepts.

•

Urban Design Policy Objectives
These set out the objectives according to which a Local Urban Design Policy should be developed to

•

address key local urban design issues.
Urban Design Principles
Firstly, these are the basic tenets of good urban design that should be adhered to in all development in
the town. Secondly, they are practical means of realising Framework objectives and resolving issues.
Thirdly, they guide the development of the town to sustain and enhance its established image. In short,
they describe how development should occur to achieve set objectives.

•

Urban Environment
This refers to the built-up environment, including lots and the public realm.

•

Victoria Planning Provisions (VPP)
This is a set of State-wide provisions to be included in all local New Format Planning Schemes.

•

Zoning
This is the part of the Planning Scheme that indicates which uses are acceptable in various arts of the
town.

Introduction

September 2003

12

COLERAINE URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK

D form

• record
of analysis

UDF

• description
of options


integrated
flexible

• total concept
vision plan

including

D
urban design
strategy

• detailed
concepts
• visualisation
of key concepts
• nonphysical
action plans
• implementation
strategy

Figure —What is an Urban Design Framework?

framework
plan

COLERAINE URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK

D form

SPPF

MSS

strategic
framework
plan (D)

zones

UDF

integrated
flexible
D urban
design
strategy
including

design principles

urban design policies

design guidelines

• analysis
• total
concept

action plans

• detail
concepts

local policy
• implem
entation
strategy

capital works
programs/projects

DDOs

for
• areas of change
• prioritisation
• options/scenarios
• housing decisions
• mixed use area
• public domain
etc

Figure —Urban Design Frameworks in the Planning System

bryan creek

RDZ

PPRZ
showgrounds

LDRZ

INZ

INZ

PPRZ

school

west park

PPRZ
pool & oval

PPRZ
peter francis points arboretum

BZ
BZ

RZ

PCRZ

RZ

east park

PU Z
transfer
station

LDRZ

information centre

PPRZ
community
park

queens park & silvester oval

RDZ

INZ

LDRZ

golf course

railway reservoir

0

50

100

200

300m

BZ — Business  Zone

RZ — Residential  Zone

LDRZ — Low Density
Residential Zone

PCRZ — Public Conservation
and Resource Zone

PPPZ — Public Park and
Recreation Zone

Golf Course (in RZ
—Rural Zone)

PUZ — Public Use  Zone
(Local Government)

D form

INZ — Industrial  Zone

RDZ — Road Zone

D form pty ltd
urbanism & architecture
/ oxford st
collingwood 
phone   
fax   

Areas surrounding township:
RUZ — Rural Zone

1:10000
2003-04-10

Current zoning
Figure 3

scale

date

Coleraine Urban Design Framework

4D form

SECTION 2
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
Consultation has been an important part of the Coleraine Urban Design Framework process: It has greatly
helped in developing and justifying proposals. The process included the following steps in two phases:

Phase 1:
•

September 2002—Providing the project Steering Committee with questionnaire forms gauging their
values, aspirations and expectations about Coleraine’s urban design future.

•

October 2002—Organising a public meeting at the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre, where the results of the
initial physical analysis were presented and the abovementioned questionnaire distributed.

•

Subsequently displaying the physical analysis panels at local shop windows, where questionnaire forms
for response were also available.

•

Analysing the contents of the returned questionnaire forms to summarise the local community’s core
values, issues and desired improvements.

Phase 2:
•

March 2003—Presenting the draft Urban Design Framework proposals to the project Steering
Committee, which decided that a public launch of the proposals should take place at the time of the
opening of the Coleraine Community Bank.

•

April 2003—Public launch of the draft Urban Design Framework proposals, including the distribution of
50 flyers presenting the main proposals together with questionnaire forms seeking feedback.

•

May 2003—Presenting a summary of the returned questionnaire forms and discussing them with the
project Steering Committee to resolve how opposing opinions should be resolved.

•

Subsequently revising the draft Urban Design Framework proposals accordingly, also providing
alternative solutions for future consideration regarding contentious issues.

PHASE 1—COMMUNITY VALUES AND IDEAS FOR THE COLERAINE URBAN
DESIGN FRAMEWORK
The following is a summary of the initial consultation which was carried out to set a local values frame for
developing the Coleraine Urban Design Framework:

HOW THE COMMUNITY WAS CONSULTED
A public consultation meeting was held in the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre on October 3, 2002. This was
followed by more informal discussions later in the evening. The consultant team held further informal
discussions with a wide range of local people. Questionnaire forms were circulated, asking local people a
number of questions about Coleraine—the things they value and the things they would like to improve.
Thirty-eight completed forms were returned, which is a relatively good response.
A number of people also sent information and ideas about specific issues. The ideas have been taken into
account in developing the Coleraine Urban Design Framework. However, they will all need to be eventually
tested for feasibility.
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OVERALL CONSULTATION RESULTS
People like living in Coleraine and value its friendliness, strong community, rural lifestyle and services. They
are ambivalent about its physical attributes—while they value the rural setting, they have mixed views about
how attractive the town itself appears.
In face-to-face conversations people do not seem to be overly concerned about Coleraine’s future prosects.
In fact, many local people have great optimism and hope. In the written responses, a slightly different picture
emerges. People are concerned about services leaving town, the closure of shops, the shortage of image
improvement opportunities, and opportunities for young people. In general, there is little to keep people
between 20 and 40 years of age in the town.
Coleraine is situated in a productive rural area, but faces challenges that place at risk the things the local
people value. Businesses are often not profitable, house prices are so low that new development is not
viable, and water quality is poor.
Perhaps the overt optimism of the community hides a deeper fear as to whether Coleraine will survive. When
asked about aspirations for the future, some people replied simply that they hoped Coleraine would ‘still be
on the map in ten years’ time’.

WHAT PEOPLE VALUE ABOUT COLERAINE AS A LOCATION
A secure agricultural base
Major Mitchell, the Government Surveyor of New South Wales, who arrived in the Coleraine district in 1836,
described the locality as the ‘best grazing land in all Australia’. It remains a relatively wealthy agricultural
area. There is some interest in the town and in the wider district in environmental issues and beginnings of a
movement towards sustainable development in Southern Grampians Shire. This might lead to a ‘Total
Environment Centre’, demonstration farms, or projects such as ‘willing workers on organic farms’.
The emphasis on farming in the past was to improve the quality of livestock, but there is a growing
realisation that the real challenge now is to improve the productivity of pastures by improving soils.
The wealth of some farmers is contrasted with the more modest lives of some residents who have been
attracted to Coleraine because it is a relatively cheap place to live.

Scenic qualities
In the returned questionnaire forms, over a third of the respondents commented specifically about the town’s
setting and the local scenery and how they value this. People appreciate the scenic qualities of the area and
its attractions—Coleraine is seen as having an attractive setting.

A good base
Coleraine is considered to be a good base to explore the broader region.

VALUES-RELATED OPPORTUNITIES
•

establishing a Major Mitchell centre to commemorate the life of the pioneer,

•

providing improved connections and information about local rural attractions,

•

providing and improving lookouts to make the most of the town setting, and

•

developing better tourism accommodation.
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A STRONG COMMUNITY
What people like about the Coleraine community
When asked what local residents like about Coleraine, they invariably answer in terms of the local
community: friendly people, ‘having a name when I shop’, the extent of community involvement.
People value the strong sense of local community, and the way the community comes together for special
events such as the Agricultural Show, Christmas Carnival and Coleraine Steeplechase. But it is not just
about special events—the high level of community involvement and community service is seen as a real
attraction in Coleraine. The sense of community is also evident in people’s declared links to the past through
generations-long occupancy, relations, marriages and identification of houses by former and (or) original
owners.
The town is seen as a safe place for children—‘kids know other people’, and a good place for retirees and
older folk—‘it has “everything” for older people’. Elderly people do not have to leave the town, helping to
maintain the sense of community and a number of retirees are moving into the town.
The community is active through organisations such as:
•

Anglican Womens Guild,

•

Basketball teams,

•

Carers Group,

•

Casterton Coleraine Tennis,

•

Church clubs,

•

Coleraine ADASS,

•

Coleraine and District Development Association,

•

Coleraine and District Historical Society,

•

Coleraine and District Leisure and Skate Park Group,

•

Coleraine Apex Club,

•

Coleraine Bowling Club,

•

Coleraine Business Association,

•

Coleraine Cricket Club,

•

Coleraine Floral Art Club,

•

Coleraine Football / Netball Club,

•

Coleraine Golf Club,

•

Coleraine Historical Society,

•

Coleraine Hockey Club,

•

Coleraine Hospital Ladies Auxiliary,

•

Coleraine Hotel Members Association,

•

Coleraine Indoor Bowls,

•

Coleraine Lawn Tennis Club,

•

Coleraine Merino PTCA,

•

Coleraine Music Club,

•

Coleraine Parents Association for CSC,

•

Coleraine Pensioners Club,
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•

Coleraine Pony Club,

•

Coleraine Pool Committee,

•

Coleraine Racing Club,

•

Coleraine Red Cross,

•

Coleraine Rope Quoit Association,

•

Coleraine Scout Group,

•

Coleraine Tourist and Exhibition Centre / volunteer-run Visitor Information Centre,

•

Coleraine Traders Association,

•

Community car, which provides very affordable travel:
• $2 around the town
• $10 to Hamilton
• $20 to Mount Gambier
• $25 to Warrnambool,

•

Drama group (performances at The Points Arboretum)

•

Euchre Cards,

•

Greening Australia,

•

Homes for the Aged Auxiliary,

•

Karingal Senior Citizens,

•

LandCare,

•

Laurel Club / Laurel Ladies,

•

Lions Club,

•

Meals on Wheels,

•

Murray to Moyne Classic Cranks Cycle Team,

•

National Hotel Pool and Darts Team,

•

National Hotel Social Club,

•

Pastoral and Agricultural Society and Ladies’ Auxiliary

•

Primary school activities,

•

Quilters and Sewers of Coleraine and District and Sit and Sew,

•

Relay for Life,

•

RSL Coleraine Sub-branch,

•

Tarrenlea Tennis Club,

•

Uniting Care, and

•

Walking Group–Beyond the Farm Gate.

There is also local cooperation with organisations such as Greening Australia (Victoria), LandCare and the
Glenelg–Hopkins Catchment Authority in caring for the environment.
The front door of the local supermarket is a community focus and it is the place to post announcements or
sell raffle tickets. The local newsagent also makes its window space available for displaying material of
community interest, such as the draft Coleraine Urban Design Framework material.

Community Consultation

September 2003

16

Coleraine Urban Design Framework

4D form

What people don’t like
There was a number of aspects of the local community that some people don’t like:
•

one in six respondents mentioned ‘negative community attitudes’

•

others mentioned ‘people trying to take over things that are going well’ and ‘outside people who think
they know better’.

These attitudes might be opposite sides of the same coin.
There is clearly disagreement over the need for change in Coleraine and the direction that change ought to
take. Some of this tension may be between established people and newcomers, but the tension needs to be
seen in the light of the large proportion of respondents who think of the town as ‘friendly’ (58% of returned
questionnaire forms).

Locals taking control
The local community values Bryan Creek and has worked to rid it of weeds such as Phalaris (reedy grass)
and Kybunga. There is a desire to build some walking trails in the town. These would run along the creek,
but also along the ‘canal’, which would have its banks laid back and revegetated to connect to Peter Francis
Points Arboretum.
A skate park is proposed near Bryan Creek—this facility would be a major attraction for local youth.
The first Wannon Shire Offices building is underused and it has been suggested as a place for a
commemorative Major Mitchell centre or as a possible arts space.

COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES
•

providing resources to the community to build on the existing calendar of events,

•

investigating overall economic and social improvement opportunities,

•

accepting that there are differences of opinion in the town and developing open processes of discussion,

•
•

ensuring the space outside the local supermarket can function well as a community focal point,
continuing to support community involvement in the upgrading of Bryan Creek,

•

developing a walking track from Bryan Creek to Peter Francis Points Arboretum

•

supporting the development of the proposed skate park, and

•

investigating viable uses for the first Wannon Shire Offices building.

STREETSCAPES
Comments about the physical state of the town are mixed with as many negative as positive comments. The
negative comments included such things as unmade roads, ‘the unattractive main street’, and the poor state
of some properties.

Main Street
Many people had ‘never heard anything bad’ about the main street. In fact, some reported that it was looking
better than it had for many years. In written feedback a number of people reported that they considered the
main street ‘ugly’.
People are concerned about shops closing and there are a number of vacant shops and blank shop
windows. There was still some concerns over angle parking and the dangers this presented as well as safety
issues with frequent U-turns.
The main street used to have a median strip with trees (and power lines) but this was removed many years
ago. The street is now somewhat run down and unlikely to induce a casual passer-by to stop. Reinstatement
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of the median or at least some more tree planting would improve the appeal of the main street, and could be
part of a project to reduce the speed of traffic through the town.
Some people felt that the trees in the main street should have been eucalypts to better link to the Peter
Francis Points Arboretum.

Better Infrastructure
Coleraine is partly a local town and partly a suburb of Hamilton. Many high school students travel to
Hamilton for education and many people in the town work in Hamilton. House prices in Coleraine are much
cheaper than in Hamilton, so the town is seen as a good residential alternative to the Shire capital.
Streets in many parts of the town have open or swale drains and these do not seem to always work properly.
In many parts there are poor footpath connections, as one person commented—‘there is not one block in the
town with a footpath right the way around it.’
While people value the rural setting of the town, they seek an urban approach to street construction and
maintenance. Some of this desire is simple pragmatic: residents do not want to have to take their bin across
the road to have it collected, to be bogged in wet weather, or live on streets that are too narrow or so poorly
maintained that the ice-cream van will not risk going down them.
However, these pragmatic questions are resolved differently in different places across Victoria and there are
many areas on the outskirts of Melbourne where the local communities fight against having their streets
constructed in wide asphalt and kerb and channel that some residents value.
The desire for better constructed and maintained streets leads to some concerns over street trees and the
way they can lift kerbs and footpaths. Shade trees in residential streets were however seen as a positive
thing. Technical issues can be resolved through appropriate tree species selection.

A Meeting Spot
The vacant land on the corner of Whyte and Winter Streets functions as a de facto town square. It is used
during the Christmas parade for the main stage and side shows.

Development
Houses in Coleraine are cheap. Perhaps they are too cheap as there are not many for sale; a new house
might not sell for what it cost to build.
There are local landowners, who control important sites and buildings, and some concerns that they may not
always act in a way that is best for the town.

STREETSCAPE OPPORTUNITIES
•

reinstating the median strip in Whyte Street,

•

reducing the speed of traffic through the town,

•
•

considering eucalypts to provide a link to Peter Francis Points Arboretum,
improving maintenance of swale drains to ensure they work properly,

•

providing more footpaths,

•

developing a street construction standard that meets local needs and is affordable,

•
•

planting shade trees in local streets—consider eucalypts, and
considering to develop the vacant land on the corner of Whyte and Winter Streets as a town square.

There is also a perceived need for comprehensive, not only superficial, image improvement of the town.
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SERVICES SITUATION
Services are generally seen to be good, but the closure of banks has been disappointing for the local people
and has lead to a successful movement to establish a Community Bank.
People are very concerned about the loss of services. Most recently, a local clothing shop and bakery have
decided to close down. When the previous chemist decided to retire he took some time to find a replacement
who wanted to take over the business and keep a pharmacist in town. This was seen as a very positive
approach. Unfortunately, rationalisation processes at the local hospital have reduced the demand for
pharmacist services, and business has declined.

SERVICES OPPORTUNITIES
•

targeting physical works where they will have the most impact in promoting Coleraine as a local service
centre and place to live,

•

marketing the town as a service centre,

•

providing a secretariat space and shared secretary for local trades, and

•

improving the swimming pool.

NOT SEEN AS A TOURIST TOWN
Coleraine is not really seen as a tourist town. As one person put it—‘tourism can’t save the town so how do
you bring in new money’. This is despite local pride in the Peter Francis Points Arboretum and a feeling that
Coleraine is the ‘gateway’ to the south-west.
The lack of emphasis on tourism is somewhat self-reinforcing—the caravan park, run by the Council, is
uninviting, there are no on-site vans available, and there is a general shortage of tourist accommodation.
Both local pubs provide accommodation, but this caters only for a particular market segment. Refurbishment
of one of the pubs as a ‘backpackers’ or ‘family accommodation’ was suggested.
As far as day trippers are concerned, Coleraine Tourist Information Centre is located off Glenelg
Highway—this suggests that the Centre is more focused on maintaining a sense of the town’s identity for the
townspeople than trying to maximise exposure to passing trade. This is not necessarily a bad thing, but it
might help explain the findings from the ‘StreetLife’ project that suggested fewer people stop in Coleraine
than might be expected.
Public toilets are provided in the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre, as well as in Peter Francis Points Arboretum
and Queens Park. There was some thought that the Tourist Information Centre should be combined with the
Eucalyptus Discovery Centre to provide a more prominent location for this service. The issue of moving the
centre into the main street has been discussed within the community and there are strong opposing views.
Any move should depend on finding a viable use for the Railway Station to preserve its historic status.
There is a picnic spot identified on the entrance to Coleraine from Hamilton, as well as a power nap area.
Picnic spots are also located in West Park and Queens Park. These are poorly located considering the
town’s other assets such as the area around the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre. The picnic spot in Peter
Francis Points Arboretum is appropriately located for motorist, but too far from the town centre for
pedestrians.

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
•

improving the caravan park—or perhaps move it to a better location; the western end of Gage Street
sports oval near Bryan Creek next to the swimming pool has been suggested,

•

moving the picnic spot from the town entrance into the town centre,

•

providing more picnic tables in the area around the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre,
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developing a number of ‘theme houses’ based on: Louis Buelot (local artist), Adam Gordon Lindsay,
pioneer agricultural machinery, blacksmithing, pharmacy (featuring Helena Rubinstein), vintage cars,
conversation, sheep and cattle, and

•

creating a swimming hole in Bryan Creek by digging out the north side between Silvester Oval and
Robertson Road bridge.

TOWN ASSETS
Based on where people would take visitors the top eight assets of the town are:
•

Peter Francis Points Arboretum (mentioned on 83% of feedback sheets),

•
•

Tourist Information Centre / former Railway Station building (61%),
Glenelg Chocolate Factory (42%),

•

Eucalyptus Discovery Centre (25%),

•

Silvester Oval (19%),

•
•

waterfalls (17%),
surrounding countryside (17%), and

•

churches (11%).

Points Arboretum
People are proud of the Peter Francis Points Arboretum—it has an extensive Eucalyptus and Banksia
collection—and use it for local picnics and barbeques. There is a sense that its importance has not been
recognised by Government, and efforts to give it a greater role in education and training have not been
successful.
There was some sense that the town itself did not connect as well as it could with the Arboretum—some
people felt that the landscape of the town should better reflect it, say through an avenue of flowering gums.
Through community initiative a mural sign pointing to the arboretum has been painted on the pharmacy’s
side wall at the corner of Whyte Street and Winter Street.
The Arboretum lookout has been overgrown with trees—it no longer gives a good view of the town.
One person suggested that the Arboretum be developed similarly as Monsalvat in Eltham.

Potential Rail Trail
The old rail line between Coleraine and Hamilton is under a Committee of Management but there is some
dispute with farmers who have leased parts of the reserve, whether it ought to become a ‘rail trail’. A new
management plan for the reserve is likely to be produced in the near future, which might resolve some of the
issues.
The Coleraine area is good for cycling, with a number of local rides.

Eucalyptus Discovery Centre
People are concerned that the centre is often closed.

Silvester Oval
This oval wasn’t discussed in meetings or conversations, but it is very attractive.

Churches
The historic churches are situated near each another.
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Racetrack
The race track has historic connections with Adam Gordon Lindsay, an early poet and steeplechase rider.

The Show
Held every November. People value the show and feel it has great potential.

ASSET DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
•

develop self-guided walking tours, including walking tour of steeplechase track,

•

provide better connection to the Peter Francis Points Arboretum by a walking trail and use of street
trees,

•

improve the lookout at the Arboretum,

•

increase education activities in conjunction with the Arboretum,

•
•

develop a rail trail,
signpost some local bicycle riding tours,

•

maintain or enhance the prominence of the Glenelg Chocolate Factory in Whyte Street,

•

investigate increased use of the lake at the historic Railway Station / Community Park—perhaps a

•

fishing jetty,
strengthen the role of the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre by providing some material that can be viewed
when the centre is closed,

•

develop the area around the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre as the main stopping point for travellers,

•
•

provide a walking path to Silvester Oval,
provide signpost to local attractions such as waterfalls—develop a tourism drive, and

•

use the racetrack for more events and (or) races.

Refer to Appendix 1—‘Values questionnaire’, Appendix 2—‘Public Meeting’, Appendix 3—‘Values and
Issues’, and Appendix 4—‘Ideas Checklist’.

PHASE 2—DRAFT URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK
The following is a summary of the final public consultation following the launch of the Draft Urban Design
Framework:

HOW THE COMMUNITY WAS CONSULTED
The draft Framework was launched on 7 April 2003 in conjunction with the opening of the Coleraine
Community Bank. Fifty flyers presenting the main proposals together with questionnaire forms seeking
feedback were distributed. After the launch, the proposals were put on display for public comments.
23 completed forms were returned. Comments were generally positive, including some additional
suggestions and refinements. In sum, they relate to the following issues:
•

the overall Framework concept,

•

Whyte Street and town entrances,

•

the proposed streetworks,

•

the proposed trail network,

•

public open space,

•

the proposed signage concept,

•

visitor accommodation and services,
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the swimming pool, and

•

priorities and funding.
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FEEDBACK
The feedback gave broad support to the Framework document which was generally seen as comprehensive
and achievable over time.
There was a number of specific suggestions and corrections and these have been incorporated where
possible.
The feedback reinforced some key aspects of the Framework:
•

the role of the Peter Francis Points Arboretum as a regional asset and the need to improve lookout at
the Arboretum,

•

the importance of establishing a Coleraine to Hamilton walking and cycle trail using the disused rail
reserve for the purpose-rail trail, and

•

the importance of the work of the local community in developing a walking trail along Bryan Creek.

Points of difference
It is clear that there are diverse views about a number of issues, and that the town is not of one mind. These
are discussed below.

Visitor Information Centre
Whether the Visitor Information Centre should remain at the railway station or move into town continues to
be debated. On one hand, some submitters reiterated keeping the it at the old railway station and providing
improved access to it via Young Street. This approach sometimes included suggestions to improve access to
the Centre from the east to facilitate access for coaches and cars with caravans.
Other submissions suggested relocating the Visitor Information Centre into Whyte Street, for example in the
first Wannon Shire offices building or in the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre building, and using the old railway
station building for commercial purposes, such as a restaurant, gift shop or café.
Debate over issues such as the location of the Visitor Information Centre have the potential to disrupt the
implementation of those aspects of the Framework that the community does agree upon. Moving the Centre
is not critical to the implementation of the Framework and is not a recommended priority.

Car parking
How best to arrange car parking attracts a range of conflicting suggestions. There is a need to provide a
range of parking options and to balance the need for parking against the desire to improve the streetscape.
One submitter suggested that parallel parking in Whyte Street ought to be avoided since it is difficult for older
people and may send visitors elsewhere—on the other hand it is easier for people with trailers or caravans.
Moving parking to the rear of properties was seen as a possible way to improve traffic safety, especially for
the elderly drivers and to reduce congestion in Whyte Street.
The car parking changes proposed in the Framework seek to balance the competing views about parking
provision.

Streetscape improvements
There was concern over the safety of the proposed street works and median strip for Whyte Street. Some
submitters did not want to see trees in the proposed Whyte Street median as they might be a hazard. Others
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had more basic concerns about the safety of the median strip itself, in particular its implications for turning
trucks.
The proposal of the framework plan is considered safe, but in any event must gain the approval of the
relevant authorities. No one submitted against the median strip on the basis that they felt it would be
unattractive, rather that it would be unsafe or inconvenient. This is an important distinction because it implies
that if safety concerns are allayed, the median strip would be generally supported—though some submitters
did feel that continuation of the main street treatment between Henty and Read Streets is not needed.

Swimming pool
Making the swimming pool a priority for improvement including solar heating, disabled change room, pool
access hoist, new roof, family changing facility, façade upgrade, barbecue and picnic facility, and roadside
signs to direct to the pool were seen by many submissions as a top priority. It is not clear if this view is
universally shared.

Tree species
There are diverse views on the most appropriate species for the town—some people seek a strong native
theme other favour exotic trees. Some of the diverse suggestions included:
•

change nature strips from grass into low-growing indigenous species,

•

pursue the idea of thematic 'model' gardens along Winter Street towards the Arboretum,

•

retain the plane trees in Whyte Street (for their beauty and shade potential) and plant low-growing native
plants in the proposed median strip (more than one submission),

•

plant flowering gums at the entrances to Coleraine and (or) citrus, fruit and nut trees at eastern entrance
to the town—these apparently thrive in Coleraine,

•

remove all exotic species—pines from the eastern highway entrance, English oaks from the western
highway entrance, and cypresses from Portland Road hill while preserving any remnant native
vegetation,

•

replant with indigenous species, native ground level plants and grasses which are adapted to Coleraine's
soil and climate, look right, need less care and encourage birds—roadside plantings should complement
the Peter Francis Points Arboretum,

•

not all planting needs to be native (potential maintenance problems and invasive roots of some eucalypt
species), and

•

retain the Avenue of Honour and the English oaks at the western highway entrance.

Debates over tree species are common across many communities in Victoria. They have the potential to be
divisive. Some principles are clear:
•

planting in natural areas such as a long waterways should generally consist of local native species,

•

environmental weeds should be avoided in all plantings and existing ones removed, and

•

some native species are not well adapted to street tree use because of their space-consuming growing
habit or the tendency to drop limbs.

The Framework takes the approach that planting should reflect community values, and as the Coleraine
community values a range of species, both native and exotic species are appropriate. What is important is
that the selected species are well suited to the particular landscape situation considering the full range of
ecological, safety and design issues.
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Conclusion on the feedback
The feedback provides clear community support for the need for a Framework and for its general direction.
Detailed submissions have been taken into account wherever possible. Some compromises have been
necessary.
The community has a range of diverse views about different approaches to specific issues. Such debate can
stimulate a community’s thoughts about the future, but they can also focus energy into points of difference
rather than common objectives. The Council should facilitate the process of implementation in consultation
with the community for each project.
The Framework provides a balanced way forward for Coleraine and sets out proposals that are, in the main,
overwhelmingly supported by the feedback.

REVISED PROPOSALS
The feedback gave the Steering Committee valuable information about community views and priorities. As
mentioned above, there were conflicting views and suggestions regarding a number of issues. The Steering
Committee decided on the most appropriate solutions and instructed the consultants to revise the proposals
accordingly.
The main revisions to the Draft Urban Design Framework are:

Zoning
•

retaining Industrial 1 Zone at the east end of the town, and

•

introducing additional Low Density Residential Zoning at the east side of Robertson Street.

Whyte Street and town entrances
•

retaining the existing plane trees and augmenting the avenue,

•

deleting the proposed median trees, and

•

providing through-block connections between Whyte Street and Turnbull Street and between Whyte
Street and Pilleau Street.

Landscape concept
•

changing recommended tree species for residential streets

Prioritisation
•

changing the priority and funding order of implementing proposed Capital Works projects, particularly:
•

Bryan Creek (high priority),

•

the establishment of a town square / central park (medium priority),

•

Arboretum entrances (medium priority),

•

the establishment of a trail network (medium priority), and

•

the establishment of pocket parks (medium priority).

Other
In addition, small revisions and corrections were made to trail network and public open space proposals.
Refer to Appendix 5—‘Proposals Questionnaire’, Appendix 6—‘Proposed Capital Works and Actions
(consultation draft)’, and Appendix 7—‘Summary of Comments’.
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Coleraine Urban Design Framework—Values Questionnaire
Steering committee 14 September 2002

This form is intended to collect your thoughts about the community and stakeholder values,
aspirations and expectations as well as to communicate local knowledge to the consultants.
If you do not wish to be identified, please leave the contact details blank.
Name

Address

Phone / fax

Email

Likes and dislikes: list the five things you like best about your town and the region,
and the five things you like least.
Likes
Dislikes

What would you miss: list the things you would miss if you had to move out of the area
(except friends and relatives.)

Aspirations: what would you like to happen in the area, what do you hope to get out of
the project, what are the aspirations of the broader community?

What’s getting better, what’s getting worse? Think back 5 or 10 years.
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Places: what are the places you like, where would you take a visitor?

Children: what specific issues are related to children?

Teenagers and young adults: what specific issues are related to these groups?

Senior citizens: what specific issues are related to them?

Ten years from today, what headline would you like to see in the local paper about the
achievements of this Framework project and its follow-up work?

Other comments, suggestions, issues, ideas
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Coleraine Urban Design framework: public meeting 3/10/02
Meeting began at 6.50 p.m.and ended at 9.20 p.m; 7 people were in
attendance.
Apologies:
Gary Van Driel (Director Physical Services)
Cr. Howard Templeton
Irene Matusek (S.G.S.C)
Julian Vandernoord (DoI)
Tony Cain (Resident)
Anthony Herford (Resident)
Heather Watt (Resident)
Lester Townsend from Integrated Urban Management for 4D Form
{consultant appointed for the Coleraine UDF} hosted the meeting.
The purpose of the meeting was to get feedback from community
members as to what they value in their town, what are the issues, what
direction if any should the town take, and general discussions about
the township.
Key Themes:






Link arboretum, Railway complex {tourist information centre}, Nigretta
Falls, Wannon Falls, Eucalyptus Discovery Centre & Bryan’s Creek by
way of paths / walking trails;
Provision of accommodation – to satisfy the needs of tourists &
potential residents;
Upgrade street and footpath infrastructure – providing consistency for
the township;
The planting of indigenous street trees, linking the theme & species of
the arboretum;

Points of Discussion:




Time frame and $: the UDF provides avenues for strategies both long
and short term. The potential for funding / labour for the identified
works is spread across the State Government initiative, the Shire, and
community contributions.
Footpaths / kerb & channel: it would be good to have consistent
footpaths and kerb and channel in the township. McConochie Street
was the last roadworks undertaken in the township; Young street
upgraded in 2001. Problem with vehicles getting bogged (rubbish
collection, private vehicles) & flooding with heavy rainfall. McKebery
Street too narrow. Generally township streets have narrow bitumen
road with gravel and grass. Attendees were not keen on swale drains –
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this was provided as an option for a rural township – as it would
enforce that rural feel.
Housing: there are a number of new homes being built; there are few
available houses for buying / rental; housing and prices are cheap
/affordable.
Accommodation: {Coleraine can provide accommodation for natural
attractions} establishing a caravan park with scenic views and tourist
type of accommodation is needed to attract visitors / tourists {there
are currently no on site vans in the area}. The Shire does have a
caravan park behind the post offices this is under utilised. The provision
of family type of accommodation was identified as in need. The hotel
does provide accommodation however; this may not be suitable for
families. Moyne Shire advertises accommodation facilities on TV
regularly.
Services: sewerage {sewerage treatment plant irrigated in Hamilton
behind saleyards – there is potential to recycle the water for market
gardening purposes}, water (non drinkable – town water supplied from
the Konongwootong Reservoir – it has high levels of salinity), the
majority of residents have large rain water tanks telecommunications &
power. Services end at McConochie Street.
Street trees: trees to close to kerb & channel; nature strip problematic
for services & stormwater. Main street tree planting should be shade
trees, deciduous problematic. All street trees should be native
(indigenous).
Main Street: problem – prevent U-turns, reduce speed to 50km hour.
General perception that main street looks good. The 1950’s – trees &
powerlines down the middle of the road. Suggestion that powerlines
should be on the south side and trees on the north side of the street.
The tourist information centre should be on the main street.
Arboretum: 20,000 schoolchildren visit annually; RMIT possible link to
further visits and utilisation. The arboretum contains the largest number
of eucalypts in Australia {identified as a national collection}.
Bryan’s creek: friends of Bryans Creek obtained funding to clean the
waterway along township boundary; a walking track is desirable. The
banks have been battered.
Links: Coleraine / Hamilton rail trail & links to the arboretum.
Suggestions: skate park (leisure facility) along creek; main street
playground; provide secure [sealed] area for children at Eucalyptus
Discovery Centre. The land opposite the Post Office is idea for public
open space [for a civic centre], which the Shire maintains – it forms the
junction of highways at Winter Street [in a sense it is the central core of
the township]. Coffee & food, picturesque places entices people to
stop. The caravan park could be brought in closed to the central
Coleraine area.
Street life: previous works undertaken under the auspices of street life;
public toilets, eucalyptus discovery centre, clean up of creek, and
median strip in main street.
Platypus Park: It is half way between Hamilton & Colerain – it has a
communal bathroom, which is considered a negative. There is a need
to advertise the product and redevelop.
Rail Trail: reserved crown land; was the rail line between Hamilton &
Coleraine; broad rang eof issues with abutting landholders –
committee of management was set up and compiled a 12 year plan;
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it has been suggested that Parks Victoria upgrade the management
plan; the area contains significant sections of native flora and fauna; it
is 15 km to platypus park and 35 km of rail reserve area.
Statements: if the focus is on attractions outside the town boundaries
will the whole town benefit? – the purpose of the UDF is to link the
social, physical and environmental attractions / places.
Harrow: {40 minutes from Coleraine) have a sound & light festival –
Coleraine could capture the accommodation demand.
Ecotourism & capturing tourists: Is this a direction that the community
want to take? – possibilities for cycling routes {undulating topography}
although there may be problems with establishing cycling clubs,
football oval suitable for camping sites, automobile clubs, motorcycles
currently stop in Coleraine.
Position of Coleraine: near Grampians National Park, Hamilton,
Horsham, and Mt. Gambier – the area could be a catchment region
for specific services. Opportunity for winery tours – including the
involvement of Coleraine.
Independent Viewpoint: the first image of Coleraine is not good, there
is nothing to entice a first time visitor to stop – the bakery is hidden, the
supermarket had a painted out window [for insurance / safety
purposes]; the suggestion was to place table & chairs on the footpath
and open the existing businesses to passers by.
Glenelg chocolate factory: draws a number of tourists via car / coach
– there is potential to spread the benefits to other businesses.
Businesses: a number of shops are closed; previous owners were
unable to sell their businesses. Lost the physiotherapist – they have not
been replaced – forcing more people to go out of town for services.
There is a need to upgrade the visual aspect of the main street,
perhaps by placing local art in the shop windows. The local butcher /
slaughterer has a good business. The Basin Mineral site at Balmoral
provides an opportunity to provide accommodation to employees at
Coleraine
What do you want to happen to the town? response from community
o happy to live in Coleraine
o it is a problem with only a limited no. of person involved in issues
o this is home & we want the town to go forward
o safe / quiet / and plenty of space / good place to raise a family
/ provides a sense of place / services good compared to other
small towns / it is small and friendly but not too small / there is a
large number of aged persons – they add value to the town –
they have good provision of services
Education: Hamilton & Casterton high schools are attended. 90% of
young person leaves the area once they complete high school. There
is a shortage of local employment opportunities.
Employment: Vickery’s large local employer, a number of other
commute to Hamilton / Coleraine. There are farm apprenticeships,
nursing, business management & horticultural courses on offer for the
young of the area. Potential to provide accommodation to the
students.
Agriculture: The area provides for dairy farming, vineyards, lavender
farms, canola farms, with more cropping activities taking place now
due to improved weather conditions. There are no locally grown fruit &
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vegetable available to the general public. Cherries are grown locally
and wholly sold outside the region.
Development: new retirement units; community bank.
Festivals / Events: Coleraine has the annual steeple chase, Coleraine
show & the Christmas Carnival. ? – what do you need for he events ? –
the facilities need to be upgrade, the use of the central block in Whyte
Street {opposite the post office may provide an ideal location for a
festival / event}. A Major Mitchell theme could be developed for the
town. 1

1
Meeting notes compiled By Julie Brown, Strategic Planner, Shire of Southern
Grampians.
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COMMUNITY VALUES AND ISSUES
SUMMARY

Values and positive attributes
•

People like Coleraine and are happy to live there.

•

It is small and friendly but not too small and has a strong sense of local community, which gets together
for special events and is active with a range of community groups and volunteer activities, such as meals
on wheels and the community car.

•

It is safe and quiet, with a beautiful setting, plenty of space and a sense of place—a good place to raise
a family.

•

It is a good place for retirees and older members of the community—the large number of aged persons
add value to the town.

•

Housing is cheap / affordable and a number of new homes are being built.

•

Local services are good compared to other small towns; there is a good provision of services for the
elderly; the local butcher has a good business and the Chocolate Factory draws number of tourists, with
potential to spread the benefits to other businesses.

•

It is located within a relatively wealthy agricultural area, close to Grampians National Park, Hamilton,
Horsham, and Mt Gambier, with opportunities for wine tours and to visit natural attractions.

•

Peter Francis Points Arboretum has an extensive native plant collection, as well as picnic, barbecue and
education opportunities; also the rail reserve includes significant flora and fauna and Bryan Creek is
highly valued.

•

The Basin Mineral site at Balmoral provides an opportunity to provide accommodation to employees at
Coleraine.

•

There is a general perception that the main street looks good.

Issues
•

Visual improvement of the town and the main street are important issues, taking notice of the town’s
image—the first image of Coleraine is not regarded as good enough to entice the first time visitor to stop.

•

There is a perceived need to keep passing visitors in town, but the location of the Tourist Information
Centre off the highway lessens exposure to passing trade.

•

Urban design should have a link to economic development and social aspects and issues, and physical
development issues should go beyond remedial painting and tree planting.

•

It is important to address current land use, development and zoning issues.

•

The Arboretum should be included in the context of the Framework and linked to the town
centre—according to some comments, all street trees should be native (indigenous) eucalypts to link the
Arboretum with the town.

•

Footpath connections are seen as poor—a more urban approach to street construction and maintenance
is desirable; there is also a desire for more consistent footpaths and kerbs and channels.
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There is a problem with vehicles getting bogged by rubbish collection and (or) private vehicles and
flooding in heavy rainfall; people do not want streets that are too narrow or poorly maintained; McKebery
Street is regarded as being too narrow.

•

The existing caravan park behind the post office is underutilised—establishing a caravan park with
scenic views and tourist-type accommodation is needed to attract visitors—there are currently no on-site
vans in the caravan park; also, there is a general lack of tourist accommodation and particularly a need
for family-type accommodation.

•

Regarding street tree planting, there are concerns about trees too close to kerbs and channels and,
according to some views, nature strips are regarded problematic for services and stormwater.

•

Regarding the main street, there are views that its tree plantings should be shade trees—deciduous
trees are seen as problematic; there are also proposals to prevent U-turns and concerns about the
dangers associated with angle parking.

•

The issue of a number of vacant shops, blank shop windows and businesses / shops closing down are
of concern, as well as shop owners unable to sell their businesses and a general loss of services, forcing
people to seek them elsewhere or move out of town.

•

There appears to be little to keep people between 20 and 40 years of age in the town—a majority of
young people leave the area after completing high school, due to shortage of local employment
opportunities.

•

New development is not regarded as viable due to low house prices and there are few available houses
for buying or renting.

•

The Platypus Park communal bathroom is considered a negative. There is a need to advertise and
redevelop.

•

The former Wannon Shire Offices building is underused—there is a possibility for developing it into a
Major Mitchell centre or an arts space.

•

There is a desire for walking trails in the town, linking Bryan Creek, the former Railway Station area,
Nigretta Falls, Wannon Falls, Eucalyptus Discovery Centre and Peter Francis Points Arboretum; any Rail
Trail development faces a range of issues with local farmers and land holders.

•

Facilities for events need to be upgraded

•

Regarding water supply—the current supply from Konongwootong Reservoir is non-drinkable as it has
high levels of salinity.
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Coleraine Urban Design Framework
Ideas Checklist
Lookouts and trails


Provide and improve lookouts to make the most of the town setting.



Improve the lookout at the Peter Francis Points Arboretum.



Provide better connection to the Arboretum by a walking trail and use of
street trees.



Continue to support community involvement in the upgrading of Bryan
Creek.



Develop a walking track from Bryan Creek to the Arboretum



Develop a rail trail.



Provide a walking path to Silvester Oval.

Meeting and picnic places


Ensure the space outside the supermarket can function well as a community
focal point.



Consider developing the vacant land on the corner of Whyte and Winter
Streets as a town square.



Move the picnic spot from the town entrance into the middle of town.
Provide more picnic tables in the area around the Eucalyptus Discovery
Centre.



Strengthen the role of the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre by providing some
material that can be viewed when the centre is closed.



Develop the area around the centre as the main stopping point for travellers.



Investigate more use of the lake at the former railway station—perhaps a
fishing jetty.



Create a swimming hole in Bryan Creek by digging out the north side
between Silvester Oval and Robertson Road Bridge.

Streetscapes


Reinstate the median strip in the main street.



Reduce the speed of traffic through the town.



Consider eucalypts to pick up on the Peter Francis Points Arboretum.
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Maintain or enhance the prominence of the Chocolate Factory in the main
street.



Develop a street construction standard that meets local needs and is
affordable.



Improve maintenance of swale drains to ensure they work properly.



Provide more footpaths.



Plant shade trees in local streets—consider eucalypts.

Facilities


Establish a ‘Major Mitchell’ centre to commemorate his life.



Support the development of the skate park.



Investigate uses for the former Wannon Shire Offices building.



Provide a secretariat space and shared secretary for local trades.



Improve the swimming pool.

Accommodation


Develop better tourism accommodation.



Improve the Caravan Park—perhaps move it to a better location. The
western end of Gage Street Sports Oval near the creek and adjacent to the
pool has been suggested.



Develop education activities in conjunction with the Arboretum.

Tourism and promotion


Use the Racetrack for more events and (or) races.



Target physical works where they will have the most impact in promoting
Coleraine as a local service centre and a place to live.



Market the town as a service centre.



Develop a number of ‘theme houses’.

Information


Provide better connections and information about local rural attractions.



Develop self-guided walking tours, including a walking tour of the
Steeplechase track.



Provide signposts to local attractions such as waterfalls—develop a tourist
drive.



Signpost some local bicycle riding tours.

Community resources


Provide resources to the community to build on the existing calendar of
events.



Accept that there are differences of opinion in the town and develop open
processes of discussion.
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COLERAINE DRAFT URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK—APRIL 2003—PROPOSALS QUESTIONNAIRE
Submissions close on 28 April, 2003.
Send to:
Shire of Southern Grampians
Attn: Julie Brown
Locked Bag 685 Hamilton 3300
Facsimile 03 5572 2910
Email Julie_Brown@sthgrampians.mav.asn.au

Submitter

_______________________________________________________

Street/postal address

_______________________________________________________

Locality

_______________________________________________________

Postcode

_______________________________________________________

Telephone

_______________________________________________________

This submission relates to (please tick or cross all boxes that apply)
Framework process
Overall strategy and principles
Whyte Street concept plan
Landscape plan
Guidelines
Zoning
Specific site or location
Other issues

Date

_______________________________________________________

Signature

_______________________________________________________

(Add more sheets if needed, but please include this cover sheet.)
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c.

b.

a.

Lookout (on private land on the ridge north of
Queens Park)

Trails

Revegetation elsewhere

Landscaping around the oval

8 QUEENS PARK

d.

9 LAND BETWEEN TURNBULL ST AND BRYAN
CREEK
•

Development /improvementas a recreational area,
with sporting, play and picnic facilities, skate park
(alternative location 1), possibly also an extension
or the new location of the caravan park (northwest corner): landscaping, new and improved
facilities etc.

b.

a.

New pedestrian/bus entrance at the north (end of
Winter St)

Lookout

Various improvements as identified by the
Management Committee

10 ARBORETUM

c.

Continuation and improvement of landscaping and
facilities

11 RAILWAY STATION AND COMMUNITY PARK
•

between Pilleau St and Turnbull St in Henty St and

a.

Around schools and community faciities

Around the commercial area

b.

Street interface improvements (landscaping)

c.

b.

a.

Other locations (vacant lots)

Vacant lots at the corner of Whyte and Robertson
St: an extension of East Park

Vacant lot at the corner of Whyte and Winter St:
picnic facilities, skate park (alternative location 2)

18 NEW PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

d.

PROPOSED CAPITAL WORKS AND ACTIONS

The Draft Urban Design Framework proposes a
series of capital works projects and other actions.
The proposals are not in priority order.

a.

Avenues of trees to approaches towards the town

Landscaping of entry points

1 TOWN ENTRANCES
b.

2 WHYTE STREET STREESCAPE WORKS

West of Gage St: continuation of the ‘main street’
treatment’ but with parallel parking; footpath
material to be considered

Land between Robertson St and golf course: an
opportunity for an arboretum-type parkland
a.

Between Henty and Read St: continuation of the
‘main street’ treatment’ but with parallel parking;
footpath material to be considered

19 RAIL TRAIL

b.

East of Read St: footpaths, naturestrips, parallel
parking

20 FORMER BUTTER FACTORY

Promote creation of Rail Trail

c.

•

d.

Introduce safe pedestrian / bicycle crossing at
highway

•

Investigate adaptative reuse possibilities for
community and business uses

•

•

Rehabilitation of existing works: replant dead trees
(consider species) , improve / increase seating,
lighting etc.

Information boards and/or plaques to historically
significant buildings and sites

b.

a.

Footpaths (see also item 16)

Improvement of substandard streets

Construction/sealing of unconstructed streets

•

•

e.

d.

c,

b.

a.

Expansion of public open space by backzoning
vacant lots north of the east end of Turnbull St

Picnic / barbecue facilities

A new pedestrian bridge at the north end of Young
St.

Trails to both sides, with resting places at
picturesque locations

Waterhole/basin as per community initiative and a
wetlands park around it

Revegetation / complementing vegetation

•

Upgrade as a part of the town entrance
enhancements

Upgrade (see also item 18) as a part of the town
entrance enhancements

7 EAST PARK

•

6 WEST PARK

f.

5 BRYAN CREEK CORRIDOR

In order to maintain the dramatic views across the
town, trees are not proposed to north-south
streets, except for Winter and Henty Streets

4 STREET TREES TO EAST-WEST STREETS

Landscaping and facility improvements as a Town
Square

3 EUCALYPTUS DISCOVERY CENTRE COURTYARD

Landscape surrounds as an extension to the
Community Park

Better signage to all places of interest

21 DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE
•

•

A tourist map of points of interest, both as a board
map at selected locations and as a handout

22 INTERPRETATIONAL SIGNAGE AND
INFORMATION

•.

c.

Lighting

23 RESIDENTIAL STREETS

d.

Introduce seats to north-south streets, eg. at every
second intersection

24 RESTING PLACES
•

Improve existing ones and consider a new one

25 PUBLIC TOILETS
•

26 CLEAN-UP COLERAINE
•

Initiation of and infrastructure for an on-going
community-based program to improve and
maintain the ‘cleanliness’ of Coleraine
27 COMMUNITY AND CIVIC FACILITIES PLAN
•

The future use of various available and potential
buildingsand sites should be considered in a
consistent and coordinated manner:
• Railway Station
• Eucalyptus Discovery Centre
• former Wandon Shire Offices
• others
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12 WINTER STREET
•

Development as a celebratory ‘civic avenue,’ to
improve and clarify the connections from Whyte St
to the Arboretum and Queens Park and also to
various community facilities in the south end of the
town

•

13 HENTY STREET AND PILLEAU STREET
STREETSCAPE WORKS
•

east of Henty St and Turnbull St in Pilleau St to
improve connection to the Community Park

14 TURNBULL STREET
•

Streetscape works to between Winter and Read St
to enhance the presentation of the recreational
area and to improve functionality

15 TRAIL NETWORK
•

Walking trails around the township, mainly as
purpose-built trails, partly as footpaths on
perimeter streets

b.

Residential streets

16 FOOTPATHS

c.

Various improvements as per Pool Committee’s
submission

17 SWIMMING POOL
a.

picnic

6
West Park

picnic

1

Gage St Recreation
Reserve & Pool

5e

17

picnic

2a

4

4

4

4

4

8a

18
picnic

12

3

5b

9

2d

MCH

2b
Senior Citizens Centre

14

creek reserve

Ambulance

Police

National School

Fire Station

Church

Mackie House & Wannon
Court

RSL

Mechanics
Institue &
Masonic Hall

Church

St Joseph's Court /
Nursing home?

Strathallan Units & Kealy
House / Nursing home?

4

5

5e
picnic

13

5b

Visitor Information Centre

Community
Park

5c

2c

18

18

5f

backzone to POS

11

East Park

1

7

butter factory

saleyards

council depot
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DRAFT COLERAINE URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK
Second public display launched April 11 2003
in conjunction with the opening of the Community Bank in Coleraine

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS
An A3-sized copy illustrating and explaining the proposed Capital Works and actions and a questionnaire to
prompt responses were made available to the community at the Draft Framework launch. The questionnaire
had a set of categories under which to comment, to enable summarising the comments for Steering
Committee discussion and decision-making.
23 completed forms were returned. There was a further submission of the questionnaire cover sheet, but no
comments were attached. Comments were generally positive, including some additional suggestions and
refinements. In sum, they relate to:
•

the overall Framework concept,

•

Whyte Street and town entrances,

•

the proposed streetworks,

•

the proposed trail network,

•

public open space,

•

the proposed signage concept,

•

visitor accommodation and services,

•

the swimming pool,

•

priorities and funding, and

•

some other issues.

A summary of the comments appears below, loosely grouped according to the main stated issue or site /
area, although some comments overlap in terms of their contents and, as often happens, some comments
and suggestions are contradictory to each other:
Overall Framework concept
•

Framework document regarded as comprehensive

•

support for all Framework proposals, since they are achievable over time due to low costs, particularly:
•

landscaping of all entry points to the town, including the Portland Road entrance

•

seeking input from GHCMA to develop waterhole

•

providing more open public areas that can be accessed with children and, in general, more public
open space to make the town more inviting

•

•

ensuring planning support for developing Peter Francis Points Arboretum as a regional asset

•

providing improved residential streets, footpaths, resting places and signage

support for the overall Framework concept due to good integration and relatively low costs of proposals,
but some land ownership issues need to be checked (discussions with townspeople apparently have
indicated a generally positive attitude towards the Framework)

•

support for the landscape and streetscape concepts
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support for the overall concept of improving Whyte Street appearance, revitalising Turnbull Street and
creating a focal avenue between Bryan Creek and Peter Francis Points Arboretum; particular
suggestions:
•

change nature strips from grass into low-growing indigenous species

•

pursue idea of thematic ‘model’ gardens along Winter Street towards the Arboretum, which is
Coleraine’s main tourism attraction—buildings (sites?) along main roads should enhance its image
and include indigenous plantings where possible

•
•

pursue idea of cleaning up Coleraine as a community effort (more than one comment)

suggestion to consider good quality fruit trees in street plantings; vision: Coleraine could be a town of
‘Forests, Fruit Trees and Fulfilment’

•

the Framework is the most important strategic plan for the town, giving:
•

direction regarding physical, amenity, economic development

•

long term plan—funding basis

Whyte Street and town entrances
•

retain plane trees in Whyte Street (for their beauty and shade potential) and plant low-growing native
plants in the proposed median strip (more than one submission)—not all planting needs to be native
(potential maintenance problems and invasive roots of some eucalypt species)

•

tree planting:
•

do not plant trees in the proposed Whyte Street median as it might be a hazard

•

not all tree species are suitable for median planting: they must not overhang the carriageway, which
is a road safety issue

•

suggestion to consider the garden beds that protrude into the carriageway in Whyte Street to enable
trucks to turn without needing to use the opposite lane; also opposition to the proposed planted median
for the same reason

•

car parking and connections:
•

no parallel parking in Whyte Street, since it is difficult for older people and may send visitors
elsewhere

•

reduce or abolish car parking in the Whyte Street retail section—place parking behind retail
premises instead to improve traffic safety, especially for the elderly drivers backing into trucks

•

suggestion to provide car parking with shade trees at the rear of buildings in disused blocks to
reduce congestion in Whyte Street

•

suggestion to provide connections from Whyte Street to Turnbull Street and sports area

•

suggestion for Council to purchase land for these purposes and provide trees and lawns

•

support for improved and increased seating in Whyte Street

•

suggestion to keep the existing Whyte Street footpath paving, as it is adequate for walking (more than
one submission)

•

continuation of main street treatment between Henty and Read Streets not needed

•

do not place the proposed skate park along Whyte Street

•

town entrances:
•

comment that pretty landscaping is vital for a good first impression for visitors
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support tree planting on west side (west entrance?) and beautify the town’s eastern end;
suggestions include introducing flowering gums at the entrances to Coleraine and (or) planting
citrus, fruit and nut trees at eastern entrance to town—these apparently thrive in Coleraine

•

suggestion to locate an events board at the Whyte Street entrances to Coleraine—stonework+inset
board preferred

•

remove all exotic species—pines from eastern highway entrance and cypresses from Portland Road
hill while preserving any remnant native vegetation and replant with indigenous species, native
ground level plants and grasses which are adapted to Coleraine’s soil and climate, look right, need
less care and encourage birds—roadside plantings should complement Peter Francis Points
Arboretum; English trees are not appropriate for the western highway entrance

•

suggestion to complete the oak avenue at the western highway entrance and retain the coniferous
Avenue of Honour

Proposed streetworks
•

support for improvement and construction of footpaths in residential streets and around the retail core

•

support for construction / sealing of unconstructed streets

•

support for suggested seating along the north-south streets for the comfort of elderly people

Trail network
•

establish a walking track and bicycle track between Queens Park and the Peter Francis Points
Arboretum; also support for the concept of a walking trail network around and across town (more than
one submission) to connect Bryan Creek, Peter Francis Points Arboretum, Railway Station area, etc.

•

recognise the importance of the work of the local committee formed to develop a walking trail along
Bryan Creek (north side) with made paths, rest stops and signage

•

support for the Rail Trail to connect Coleraine, Wannon Falls and Hamilton, especially for the benefit of
backpackers—also suggestion to provide a track for bicycles and a stopover place between the
Grampians and the Great South West Walk for walkers, but not horse-riding for fear of spreading weeds
amongst the remnant native vegetation along the rail reserve (more than one submission)

Public open space
•

support for the Queens Park concept—also Turnbull Street and Bryan Creek could be improved

•

recognition of the importance and reputation of Peter Francis Points Arboretum for recreation and for
studying native birds and plants

•

establishment of a central town square including seating and a gravel surface to play boules; also
suggestion to beautify the vacant land behind the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre, including a picnic and
seating area (more than one submission)

•

suggestion to develop an inviting and attractive sports park to support existing activities and including
the proposed skate park

•

support for the pocket park concept

•

support for works along Bryan Creek—suggestion to add more tables and seats, to revegatate with
indigenous species, to maintain waterholes and to replace snag logs to increase waterhole numbers, but
no artificial barriers

•

support for trails, resting spots and footbridge across Bryan Creek in the east

•

suggestion to maintain East and West Parks—indigenous plantings only
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Signage concept
•

•

clear signage required to lead to places of interest, such as:
•

the caravan park, so travellers know there is one

•

the Visitor Information Centre

•

to (and at ) the Peter Francis Points Arboretum

support for the concept of providing signs, information boards and tourist maps describing Coleraine’s
history and showing walks and important sites and buildings, as well as interpretive signage relating to
buildings of historic interest, in cooperation with the Historical Society, and in the form of plaques on
buildings (more than one submission)

Visitor accommodation and services
•

the current caravan park location and capacity are poor—suggestion to relocate the caravan park to the
old railway reserve east of the Visitor Information Centre, where it would be more visible, and add
capacity and provide directional signage to it from Glenelg Highway

•

proposed relocation of the Caravan Park to the land Between Turnbull Street and Bryan Creek not
supported

•

suggestion to convert the former ANZ bank building into a backpackers’ hostel

•

suggestion to install more public toilets at coffee break and power nap areas to encourage drivers to
take power naps (East Park is one suggested location as a stopover for caravans); also accessible
public toilets within the town for shoppers and children (several submissions)

•

suggestion to keep the Visitor Information Centre at the old Railway Station building and provide /
improve access to it via Young Street (more than one submission); also to improve access to the Centre
from the east to facilitate coaches and cars with caravans, and develop associated picnic area; the
Railway Station building must be looked after

•

suggestion to relocate Visitor Information Centre in Whyte Street, for example in the former Wannon
Shire offices building or in the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre, and use the old Railway Station building for
commercial purposes, such as a restaurant, gift shop or café, or a management centre / kiosk for the
relocated caravan park—tourism is economically important and visitors need good services and
accommodation in an attractive location

•

suggestion to improve parking at the rear of the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre and to restore the
surrounding gardens as it was, using local species, particularly groundcovers

•

suggestion to improve family holiday opportunities with a nice bakery and a grassed area with tables,
seating and play equipment; also to encourage local cafés to specialise in packed picnic lunches, and
produce and make available specific maps to assist visitors

•

suggestion to provide (?) a lookout (red gum lookout), at the southeast corner of the Arboretum which is
the highest location there

•

suggestion to provide overnight camping facilities in the Arboretum—southwest corner, near the lookout,
surrounded by barriers or posts

•

suggestion not to allow cars into the Arboretum—only walking and facilities such as toilets, similar to
Wannon

•

suggestion for a pedestrian entrance to the Arboretum from southeast, but no coach or car entrance

Swimming pool
•

suggestion to improve the swimming pool to include solar heating, disabled change room, pool access
hoist, new roof, family changing facility, façade upgrade, barbecue and picnic facility, roadside signs to
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direct to the pool—importantly to maintain the health of the community, particularly elderly people and
provide activities for children (several submissions)
•

support for improving the street interface of the swimming pool (more than one submission)

•

suggestion to improve (seal) the swimming pool car park to keep the spoon drain clear; also to extend
utilisation of the pool through installation of a heating system

Priorities and funding
•

suggestion to start with proposals that will a have a big impact quickly, such as:
•

Whyte Street

•

Eucalyptus Discovery Centre

•

town entry corridors

•

key town corridors (streets)

•

link to the Peter Francis Points Arboretum

•

justification: if townspeople and tourists see improvements, they will support the Framework effort,
so some works need to happen relatively quickly—works that make Coleraine look alive will have
flow-on effects on economic activity and need support

•

improve lookout at Peter Francis Points Arboretum prior to the proposed new lookout at Queens Park

•

roadworks are badly needed in Church Street between Gage and Winter Streets

•

suggestion to install rainwater tanks with free public access to drinking water—perhaps at the sports
stadium site; also use rainwater from roofs of public buildings for watering plantings

•

explain the source(s) of funding for the Framework proposals

Other issues
•

agreement with many Framework proposals, but frustration with Council decisions and suspicion of the
skill of external consultants to fully understand local issues (one submission, land owner), particularly:

•

•

objection to turning the former Butter Factory, now a wool buying business, into a tourist facility

•

objection to turning privately owned lots along Robertson Street to public open space

•

placement of the Transfer Station (this is a pre-Framework issue)

support for the community civic facilities plan to encourage people with new ideas to utilise vacant
buildings

•

suggestion to give the vision plan a vital / high status

•

suggestion to increase part-time outdoor staff to keep streets tidy

•

VicRoads requires a detailed concept prior to making a formal comment

•

suggestion to use Council authority to clear untidy blocks, especially from old car bodies along Whyte
Street and the Council-owned scrapyard in the residential area
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SECTION 3
ANALYSIS
REGIONAL ANALYSIS
Regional connectivity, environmental, heritage, livelihood and lifestyle assets around Coleraine, and the role
of the town as the Shire’s second largest service centre, together establish an important basis for developing
a distinct identity for Coleraine in its regional context.

REGIONAL POSITIONING
Coleraine is located on Glenelg Highway, approximately 32 kilometres from Hamilton and 30 kilometres from
Casterton, on the route between Melbourne and South Australia. It is at a significant crossroads of the
broader, regional road network, with direct connections to other towns of regional interest—particularly
Portland on the coast and Mt Gambier across the border to South Australia.
Coleraine also provides direct connections to the tourist routes established by the Horsham Rural City
Council—the ‘Arapiles & Little Desert Tour’, the ‘Historical Wheatfield Tour’, the ‘Historical Red Gum Country
Tour’ and the’ Grampians Spectacular Highlights Tour’, which offer an insight into the aspects of southwest
Victoria. These are via Coleraine–Edenhope Road, Coleraine–Balmoral Road and Coleraine–Cavendish
Road. An upgrade of these roads should be considered for improved attractiveness, safety and amenity of
use.
The road distances between Coleraine, Casterton and the township of Merino to the south are approximately
equal and there are historic connections between the towns. Together, they form a distinct triangular pattern
around the Wannon River valley, so there could be potential to consider their future regional roles in relation
to each other, regarding services, employment opportunities and lifestyle choices. This would require
cooperation between the South Grampians and Glenelg Shires for mutual benefit. An upgrade of
Coleraine–Merino Road and Casterton Road should be considered for improved attractiveness, safety and
amenity of use.
Refer to Figure 5—‘Regional Assets’ and Figure 6—‘Touring Trails’.

REGIONAL AND HERITAGE ASSETS
Southwest Victoria features substantial environmental, scenic and recreational assets:
The National and State Parks, importantly the Grampians, Little Desert and Lower Glenelg–Discovery
Bay–Mount Richmond National Parks, together with a chain of State Forests frame the undulating, open
pastoral and agricultural land around the towns, creating a unique landscape with changing views and vistas.
A river and creek network connects mountains and ridges to valleys in-between and to the sea and strongly
articulates the landscape. Glenelg and Wannon Rivers are particularly significant. Specific features are
scenic falls, such as Wannon and Nigretta Falls at a short distance from Coleraine. There are also landscape
forms in the region that reflect historic volcanic activity—such as Byaduk Lava Flow—many of which are
listed on the Register of the National Estate.
Further regional environmental features of visitor interest are Princess Margaret Caves near Nelson, Byaduk
Caves South of Hamilton the Peter Francis Point Arboretum in Coleraine and Rocklands Reservoir, Mount
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Napier, Mount Rouse, Mount Pierpoint, Mount Baimbridge, Lake Linlithgow, Victoria Valley, Lake Swallow
and Lake Kennedy within South Grampians Shire.
Refer to Figure 5—‘Regional Assets’.
Southwest Victoria further has several features and sites of historic interest, which add to its quality as a
place and memory of human settlement through the ages.
Prior to European settlement of the region, beginning in the 1830s, Southwest Victoria was home to a
number of Aboriginal language groups, with Coleraine at the border of the northern Jardwadjali group and
the southern Dhauwurd Wurrung group. The sea, rivers, forests and grasslands of the region were utilised
for food, shelter and cultural activities. Fire was used for regeneration of plant foods, and it is thought that
this practice has played a part in the development of the extensive grasslands of the region.
Several Aboriginal contact- and post-contact places have been identified in the region. The largest
concentration is in the Port Fairy–Warrnambool–Camperdown–Mortlake area. However, there also two in the
immediate vicinity of Coleraine, one to the north and one to the east. Some of the local Aboriginal heritage is
also preserved in the parks around Coleraine, namely in the Grampians and Mt Eccles National Parks.
Major Thomas Mitchell was the first European to survey and describe the western district of Victoria as part
of his expedition in 1836. His reports of favourable pastoral lands encouraged the first settlers to take up
runs in the region. The settlers competed for resources with the local aboriginal groups, which sometimes
utilised sheep for their food. Violent clashes ensued, and some 30 aborigines were killed on two occasions.
One of these occurred 10 kilometres north of Coleraine, where Kononwootong Reservoir is now located. As
the settlers established their runs, aboriginal people were displaced. In 1857 it was observed that there were
virtually no aboriginal people left in the region.
A large number of places around Coleraine reflect the history of European settlement. Some are registered
or listed by the Land Conservation Council, some are included in the Council’s Heritage Inventory, and some
are identified in the Coleraine Urban Design Framework as having potential historical or heritage interest.
The places include homesteads and settlement precincts, civic establishments, public infrastructure
elements, quarry locations, environmental features, and cultural features such as monuments and historic
markers, ruins, and lookouts. All are well connected to the Coleraine township proper by roads that enable
easy visitation. Road upgrades should be considered for improved attractiveness, safety and amenity of use.
Refer to Figure 7—‘Aboriginal Language Groups’, Figure 8—‘Aboriginal Contact Places’, Figure 9—‘Major
Mitchell Expedition’, and Figure 10—‘Heritage Places Around Coleraine’.
Refer also to the Council’s Heritage Study and Appendix 8—‘Register of Historic Places—Coleraine and
Surrounds’.
Further assets of visitor interest around Coleraine include the Bochara Wines vineyard east of the town, a
herb farm towards Merino, gem fossicking, Konongwootong Reservoir with good fishing opportunities and,
within the town, the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre, Glenelg Fine Confectionery, Visitor Information Centre
and Historical Society premises at the former Court House.

REGIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
The regional analysis implies several opportunities for strengthening the profile, role and identity of Coleraine
within the region through:
•
•

increased recognition of its lifestyle and visitor assets, to encourage new settlement and investment,
promotion of the town as a connecting node within the regional road network to support and enhance
existing services and accommodation opportunities, to encourage visitors to stop and stay,

•

improvement of road links between the town and surrounding places of recreational and visitor interest,
to maximise safety and amenity,
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development of well-signed thematic and educational environmental and heritage routes and organised
tours along the roads that converge in Coleraine and lead to places of interest, to encourage tourism and
so increase employment opportunities within the town, and

•

development of strategic relationships and regional roles for Coleraine and its nearby towns in terms of
services and lifestyle opportunities, to best pool assets for regional benefit.

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS
The environmental analysis offers an insight into the natural history and environmental conditions of
Coleraine and its surrounds. It provides ingredients for developing the township image and profile, and
identifies plant species typical for the locality to assist in developing an ecologically sound planting theme for
the town and its surrounds.

BIOREGIONAL AND LANDSCAPE SETTING
Coleraine is nestled in the Wannon River Valley between the Dundas and Merino Tablelands. This region of
Victoria is part of the area commonly referred to as the Western Plains. The landform of the Western Plains
ranges from volcanic ridges and peaks to undulating terrain and vast expansive flat plains.
The Southern Grampians Shire contains three of Victoria’s bioregions identified by the Department of Natural
Resources and Environment—Dundas Tablelands, Greater Grampians and Victorian Volcanic Plain.
Coleraine’s landscape, landform and vegetation are characterised by the Dundas Tablelands Bioregion,
which lies just west of the Grampians.
Refer to Figure 11 ‘West Victoria Bioregions’.

LANDSCAPE FEATURES
The landscape form of the region has been shaped by two extensive periods of volcanism, the deposition of
marine sediments, deformation and granitic intrusions. The Coleraine region belongs to the area of the
youngest volcanoes of the lava or scoria type.
Refer to Figure 12 ‘Volcanoes in Victoria’.
The cultural landscape has been formed by at least 11, 000 years of Aboriginal and almost 200 years of
European settlement. It has been proposed that the use of fire by Aborigines may have resulted in the
extensive grasslands characteristic of the region prior to European settlement. These grasslands were
replaced by pastures as European settlers cleared the native vegetation for agricultural purposes.

LANDFORM, GEOLOGY, SOIL CONDITIONS AND WATER RESOURCES
Around Coleraine, the bioregional areas of Dundas Tablelands to the north and Merino Tablelands to the
south are prominent landform areas. The Dundas Tablelands, of volcanic origin, comprises deeply
weathered granite which has formed an extensive plateau. The plateau of has been dissected and the
topography consists of gently to moderately undulating land. U-shaped valleys are characteristic in the
eastern portion of the Dundas Tablelands, but deep-sided V-shaped valleys also occur. Topographic
highpoints are formed some moderately steep-sloped hills rising from valleys. The Merino Tablelands
landscape is similar, with heavily dissected and eroded plateaus.
The geology of Coleraine’s immediate surroundings is characterised by Quaternary and Tertiary sediments
consisting of sand, silt, alluvium, gravel and clay. The town is located at the geological boundary of mainly
glacial deposits including tillite, sand, silt and clay, with minor occurrences of granitoids to the north, and
mudstone, sandstone, siltstone and thin seams of black coal to the south. The Glenelg and Wannon Rivers
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and Bryan Creek have deposits of river alluvium and recent swamp deposits. The geological Coleraine Fault
in the Earth’s crust runs just north of Coleraine township.
Regarding soil resources, the Coleraine area is located at the joint of three types of soil: yellow duplex soils
and cracking clays to the north, red, brown or yellow duplex soils to the south, and finely-structured clays to
the west. The majority of the soils have chemical or physical limitations, such as salinity, poor physical
qualities and a tendency for erosion, which affect the productivity of agricultural land and may result in the
degradation of water bodies.
Coleraine is located within the Glenelg River Basin. The rivers and lakes of this area are saline, and water
supplies for domestic, stock and irrigation purposes are sourced from groundwater, which is generally
assessed to be of good quality. The Rocklands Reservoir, northeast of the town, is the main water storage
facility of the Southern Grampians Shire.
The main water bodies near Coleraine are the Glenelg River to the west and the Wannon River to the south.
Bryan Creek, a tributary of the Wannon River, runs through the town. Glenelg River has been included in the
Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia—and it provides an important habitat for a number of significant
flora and fauna species. Unfortunately, the river has been affected by extensive erosion and build-up of
sediments, but its riparian vegetation is considered to be good, covering some 90% of the riverbanks.
Wannon River has a 70% riparian vegetation cover. Some of the older river terraces, however, are subject to
erosion and mass movement of sediment.
Town water is brackish from salty springs in the base of Konongwootong Reservoir. People have rainwater
tanks for drinking and hot water.
Refer to Figure 13—‘Coleraine Geology, Soil Conditions and Groundwater’ and Figure 14—‘Groundwater
Basins’.

VEGETATION AND SIGNIFICANT NATURAL FEATURES
Prior to European settlement, the main ecological vegetation classes occurring in Coleraine and its
immediate surrounds were Plains Grassland/Plains Grassy Woodland Mosaic, Plains Grassy
Woodland/Damp Sand Herb-rich Complexes and Floodplain Riparian Woodland. River Red Gum forests
were once a dominant feature of the landscape north of Wannon and Glenelg Rivers.
Since settlement, the majority of the original vegetation around Coleraine—90% of the Dundas Tablelands
bioregion—has been cleared for agricultural purposes. The remaining vegetation is highly fragmented,
including the once dominant River Red Gum forests.
Small remnants of vegetation remain along the roadsides, rivers and creeks, and on private land around the
township. The Racecourse supports a small wetland community. The 37-hectare floral reserve Peter Francis
Points Arboretum—a former quarry and rubbish dump which now overlooks the township in the south—
contains over 500 species of eucalypts, as well as other native trees, shrubs and wildflowers including rare
and threatened ones—a total of 1200 plant species. Rainforest plants are displayed in a shadehouse. The
Arboretum is also home to a wide variety of native birds and the threatened Striped Legless Lizard, which
also occurs in the Coleraine township itself.
Refer to Figure 15—‘Original vegetation types, Coleraine and surrounds’ and Figure 16—‘Extant Vegetation
Classes’.
Refer also to Appendix 9 ‘Coleraine Vegetation’, which lists typical pre-1750 plant species, extant roadside
species, and species indigenous to the Coleraine area.
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ENVIRONMENTAL OPPORTUNITIES
The environmental analysis implies several opportunities for profiling Coleraine as a place for ecologically
and environmentally friendly, sustainable life through:
•

promoting local environmental values and assets including geological and water features,

•

increasing community awareness of the environmental conditions and issues that set thresholds on

•

development, industry and agricultural practices,
establishing educational programs, particularly for schoolchildren, regarding local natural history,

•

encouraging permaculture practices and the use of local, native plant species which are suited to the
local soil and climate,

•
•

encouraging agricultural and resource management practices that assist in curbing and reducing salinity,
considering revegetation programs for areas not in intensive urban or agricultural use,

•

investigating ways to increase water flows in rivers and creeks, and

•

providing advice on ecologically sustainable development and management practices.

Since there are currently no specific development pressures in Coleraine, there is good potential to devise a
future development strategy for it that attracts new residents interested in a sustainable lifestyle and
business that supports this.

COLERAINE TOWNSHIP ANALYSIS
The township analysis has been an important influence in developing the Framework vision and principles
and the site-specific urban design proposals included in this document.

LOCAL LANDSCAPE STRUCTURE
Landscape structure describes the physical characteristics of the landscape—its three-dimensional form,
scale, edge qualities and vegetation patterns—and the relationships of the landscape elements that are most
characteristic to the place and have influenced its development, cultural forms and visual image.
Coleraine is located in the Bryan Creek valley, which is part of the larger Koonong Woorong Creek–Wannon
River–Glenelg River valley system extending from the Grampians to Discovery Bay. The extent and shape of
the valley is defined by its surrounding topographic ridges, which create a distinctive three-dimensional form
and scale for the local landscape, with clear topographic edges. A series of topographic highpoints around
Coleraine—notably at the Coleraine Cemetery, Peter Francis Points Arboretum, Coleraine Golf Course and
north of Queens Park define the natural boundaries of the township and provide opportunities for viewing it
from above. The rolling pastoral landscape is particularly picturesque.
An extensive creek system is characteristic to Coleraine. There is potential to develop walking and (or)
cycling trails along the creeks, with the ecologically significant creek intersections acting as landscape and
environmental and (or) cultural interpretation nodes along the trails.
Very few forested areas remain in the immediate vicinity of the township. The treed areas at and around
Queens Park to the north and Francis Point Arboretum to the south, however, create a green frame for the
town and enhance cross-town north-south views, and the eastern Glenelg Highway entrance to the town is
characterised by extensive treed areas.
The topographic shape of the ridges that immediately surround Coleraine is remarkably varied and accounts
for much of the locality’s scenic quality.
Refer to Figure 17—‘Topographic context, Contours, Highpoints and Creeks’ and Figure 18—‘Landscape
Structure’.
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LOCAL HISTORY AND HERITAGE
Coleraine is a historic town of pastoral origins, which is fortunate to retain many buildings and places relating
to its settlement history and growth, as well as the memory of the early settlers in the town’s street and creek
names.
The Coleraine district was discovered in 1836 by Major Mitchell, the Government Surveyor of New South
Wales, and first settled by brothers Edward, John, Francis and Stephen Henty, who with their father Thomas
had originally established a farming and whaling station at Portland Bay, and Mrs Stephen Henty, who was
the first white woman to live permanently in Victoria and, in 1837, give birth to the first white male child born
in the state. In Coleraine, then known by its Aboriginal name Munthan or Merderreum, the brothers began
breeding livestock. In 1839, they already had 20,000 Merino sheep, originally from England, and 500 high
quality cattle. The Hentys also ran two general stores.
In 1838, the Henty brothers were joined by Edward Henty’s brother-in-law, J. Bryan, who took up a station at
the location of the present Showgrounds. He gave his name to the Bryan Creek, originally known as Koroit
Creek. This settlement is considered to be the first in Coleraine. In 1837, J.B. Winter settled at Muntham in
1838, the Whyte brothers followed and, in 1840, Arthur Pilleau and Daniel Robertson. Later, the Turnbull
family from van Diemen’s Land was given a grant of land in the Coleraine district and, over time, gave
outstanding public service to the district.
Settlement was not without confrontations with local native people. Several pioneers were killed by
discontented natives. Moreover, tribal fights resulted in deaths of many Aboriginal people. In the end, the
spread of the white settlement was overwhelming for the native people and their numbers in the region
quickly declined.
The Land Act passed in 1864 led to the subdivision of many large stations and new settlers moved in. Many
current residents of Coleraine can trace their family roots back to that time.
The development of the Coleraine township began in 1845 with the establishment of a hotel, Koroite Inn, by
Mr Bell. The same year, a shoemaker started business. In 1848 a general store, run by Mr L. Murphy and a
blacksmith’s, run by Mr Laurie started business. A butcher shop was opened by Mr Dolman in 1853. The
same year, the township was also first surveyed and renamed Coleraine after an Irish town by the same
name in honour of sisters Mrs Tangmar and Miss McKebery, presumably from Ireland, who had shown
kindness to the surveyor.
A survey map from 1856 shows that the township core then consisted of 19 blocks between Turnbull,
Robertson, McConochie and Gage Streets, with a further block south of McConochie Street containing a
Church of England reservation. By 1858, Whyte Street already had two hotels—the Koroite and the
Coleraine—Tangmar’s Store, the blacksmith Mr McLeod, the carpenter Mr Driscoll, the medical doctor Dr
Dyson, and two residential cottages. There were further 20 dwellings scattered about the valley.
Since 1857, regular Presbyterian Church services were conducted in Coleraine. In 1859, the first Roman
Catholic Church was commenced, followed by the establishment of the first St Joseph’s School in 1861.
This, and the second school from 1870 lapsed, but the third, established in 1903 successfully remained. A
Police Camp was established by the Government in 1860, and a steam flour mill, run by Peter and George
Miller, began operating near Konongwootong Creek in the 1860s.
A survey map from 1866 shows a township much extended to the south, now bounded by Turnbull,
Robertson, Lesser and Ladlaw Streets and containing 46 blocks. The former Church of England site has
been converted to a Roman Catholic Church and School site, with a new location for the Church of England
church and school on each side of Henty Street, between Church and McKebery Streets. A Presbyterian
Church is shown in Winter Street also between Church and McKebery Streets. A location for Showyards is
shown north of Turnbull Street, next to Koroite (Bryan) Creek. These locations have since been changed,
with the Showgrounds now along Glenelg Highway, the Uniting Church at the earlier Presbyterian Church
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site, and the Roman Catholic Church in Read Street between McKebery and Granmar Streets. The former
Roman Catholic Church site has been converted to St Joseph’ Court.
In 1888, a railway line opened between Coleraine and Hamilton, with services carrying both passengers and
goods such as wool bales. The Coleraine Railway Station was opened in 1889, built of handmade local
bricks. The rail line was closed and dismantled in 1977, and now coach services from Ballarat and
Warrnambool replace the prior train services. The Station building remained, but was disused for some time.
It was restored in 1993 and now houses the Coleraine Visitor Information centre, run by volunteers. Much of
the old rail yard has been constructed into a community park. A proposal exists to develop the old rail
reserve into a recreational rail trail to connect to Hamilton and, further, to the coast and the Grampians.
Refer to figure 19—‘Rail Trails’.
At the cultural front, telegraphic communications were established between Coleraine and Hamilton in 1867.
The Coleraine Albion newspaper was first printed in 1868, the first pastoral shows were held in 1850, when
also horse racing was already popular, and the ‘Great Western’ cross country steeplechase first took place in
Coleraine. In the 1870s, a debating Club was formed and proved to be most successful.
The Wannon Shire Council was formed in 1873, with the original and subsequent Shire Offices in Whyte
Street still standing. Since the amalgamation of the Shire in the 1990s to be part of the Shire of South
Grampians, Council operations relocated to Hamilton. The original office building is currently disused. The
more recently constructed and upgraded one houses the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre.
Apart from the heritage places around Coleraine, the township itself retains many historic buildings and
elements that reflect its past and growth. They include civic, commercial, residential, bank and community
buildings, parklands, memorials and structures. The most notable concentrations of these are along Whyte
Street, Winter Street and Church Street. Queens Park and the railway precinct are also significant.
The town was originally laid out in a regular, rectilinear grid with blocks of equal size, all featuring a
subdivision pattern of two large, square-shaped corner lots at the east and west ends of the block with six
narrow lots in-between extending across the block to both adjoining streets. Regardless of township growth
and associated pressures for lot subdivision and amalgamation, a number of blocks with the original (or
near-original) subdivision pattern still remain, most notably between Church and Lesser Streets. The most
significant lot subdivision has occurred along Whyte Street, to accommodate commercial premises. Lot
amalgamation has not been typical in Coleraine.
Refer to Figure 20–‘Coleraine 1855’, Figure 21—‘Coleraine ‘1866’, Figure 22—‘Coleraine 1956’, Figure
23—‘Coleraine 1965’, Figure 24—‘Heritage Fabric and Township Growth’, and Figure 25—‘Heritage Listings
in Coleraine’.
Refer also to Figure 26—‘Rail Network 1910’, Figure 27—‘Rail Network 1980’ and Figure 28—‘Network
2000’, for an indication of the decline of the rail network’.
Refer also to Appendix 10—‘Listed Heritage Places in Coleraine Township’, and the Council’s Heritage
Study.

PHYSICAL AND FUNCTIONAL STRUCTURE
Township Structure and Street Network
Township structure outlines the location, significance and relationships of the most conspicuous cultural and
built form elements of a town which influence its character and image and the quality of its public
environment.
Coleraine’s physical structure originates in its original, regular grid layout pattern of blocks and streets and in
the containment of the built area in the Bryan Creek valley by topographic ridges in the north, east and
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south. A recent aerial photograph of Coleraine shows the current extent of development within the township
and gives clear direction to the drawing of the future township boundaries.
The town’s retail core is along Whyte Street between Gage and Henty Streets, flanked in the east and west
by fringe commercial / semi-industrial—mostly automotive—uses. Other semi-industrial uses are located
south of Turnbull Street and east of Robertson Road. The core residential area is primarily located south of
Whyte Street, extending to Payne Street. There is also some fringe residential development north of Gleneg
Highway to the east and west and some homesteads on large lots east, south and west of the core
residential area. Coleraine’s civic establishments are primarily located along Winter and Henty Streets, with
some in Whyte Street. They predominantly occupy visually prominent corner lots, creating a clear civic
image for the streets.
Glenelg Highway onto Whyte Road is the most significant vehicular entry to Coleraine from Victoria and
interstate. Some truck traffic, mainly cattle trucks, pass through the town but, due to surrounding topographic
conditions, opportunities to establish a truck bypass are limited. There was a proposal to enhance the
Highway entry corridors with planting to announce arrival to the town, but this has not been implemented.
Lower Hilgay Road from the west, Coleraine–Cavendish and Racecourse Roads from the east and
Coleraine Merino Road from the south are also important entry routes and connection to surrounding sites of
heritage interest. Key vehicular entry nodes, some of which also offer views towards the town and (or)
announce arrival at its centre are the Bryan Creek Bridge on Glenelg Highway and the intersections of
Glenelg Highway and Robertson Road, Young Street and Whyte Street, Racecourse Road and Robertson
Road, Coleraine–Merino Road and Thurman Street, Coleraine–Merino Road and McKebery Street, and
Lower Hilgay Road and Cameron Street. The intersections of Whyte Street with Winter and Henty Streets
announce arrival at the town centre. The intersection of Whyte and Winter Streets is a major orientation
point—the heart and civic focus of the township, the meeting point of Coleraine’s commercial and primary
civic spine and the turnoff from the town to Queens Park and Peter Francis Points Arboretum. Henty Street
with a number of emergency services is the town’s secondary civic spine.
The Coleraine township proper is framed by substantial parklands and recreational areas, significantly the
Bryan Creek corridor and Queens Park in the north, Coleraine Golf Course, East Park and Coleraine
Community Park on former railway land in the east, Peter Francis Points Arboretum in the south, and West
Park, Gage Street reserve and the Showgrounds in the west. There are good opportunities to join these
spaces into an interconnected green network through creating new open space connections utilising vacant
land and the substantial amount of Crown Land within the town together with strategic landscaping of
streets.
Refer to Figure 29—‘Township Structure’ and Figure 30—‘Aerial Photograph’.

Urban Grain and Built Form
Urban grain refers to the size of the basic units of the urban fabric and the degree of physical and visual
intensity of the built form pattern they produce. The horizontal grain is produced by the subdivision pattern
and the vertical grain by building types, sizes, heights and façade articulations.
Coleraine’s urban grain is the result of its original layout and subdivision pattern which was identical
throughout. The size of all original lots was 2,000 sqm. Later subdivisions have, however, typically produced
residential lots of 1,000 sqm, but also some smaller ones to approximately 600 sqm. The core residential
area has a fine-grain urban image, due to a combination of typically narrow street frontages of the lots and
the predominance of small-scale buildings. Some civic establishments within the residential fabric take up
more than one lot and are taller—notably the church buildings—but do not detract from the fine-grain, smallscale image due to their building typology. The fringe residential areas are more sparsely built and often
have a larger lot size, creating a coarser overall urban grain, while still retaining the small building scale
typical to Coleraine.

Analysis

September 2003

32

Coleraine Urban Design Framework

4D form

The urban grain of Whyte Street varies, due to its mixture of different lot sizes and building types. Generally
though, the street has a fine-grain, small-scale image and a consistent building height, particularly within the
retail core between Gage an Henty Streets, where buildings are located on small, narrow lots in close
proximity to one another. The varying range of architectural styles and types and the rich façade articulation
of many buildings also contribute to the image. Aberrations from the overall urban pattern in the retail core
are the supermarket and the rural services store, which are built over several lots in a modest architectural
style. The Glenelg Chocolate Factory, Coleraine Hotel and National Hotel also occupy several lots, but
contribute to the overall fine grain of the retail strip through their rich façade articulation.
Refer to Figure 31—‘Current Subdivision Pattern’ and Figure 30—‘Aerial Photograph’.

Streetscape Character and Connections
The amenity, character and orientation capacity of primary commercial and civic streets is important for the
overall image of a town: These streets are the ones most frequented by locals and visitors—their ambience
conveys a message of the overall ambience of the town and the degree to which the public realm is
cherished and cared for.
Coleraine’s commercial spine is Whyte Street. It has a very diverse streetscape, combining architectural
styles from a variety of eras—early settler and Victorian (1800s), Edwardian and Art Deco (early 1900s) and
buildings from the latter half of the 1900s. Building height is generally one storey, with some buildings having
additional space under pitched or barrel roofs. Notable taller buildings are the former banks, the two hotels,
the first Wannon Shire Offices and the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre which are two storeys high. Many
buildings along Whyte Streets have evidently been modified through extensions, the removal or addition of
verandahs, and (or) stripping façades of original detail.
Verandahs extending over the footpath are typical and recommendable for commercial buildings to provide
weather protection for pedestrians, but they are not appropriate for historic buildings which have not
originally had them—particularly the former civic and bank buildings, the blacksmith’s building, and the
automotive workshops and garages.
Most buildings along Whyte Street are built to the street edge, except the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre, the
former Wannon Council Offices and Temperance Hall, the Historical Society building (former Court House)
and some garages and residential buildings. The set back civic buildings do not detract from the overall
streetscape image, but rather provide visual interest and offer opportunities to create landscaped public
resting space in front of them. The set back garage buildings are more detrimental to streetscape character,
but could be made visually more complying through street edge landscaping and (or) solid, low timber fences
built at the street edge.
The colour scheme of the buildings is generally blond, which is well suited to Coleraine’s light conditions.
Some red brick buildings are exceptions to the rule but, again, do not detract from the streetscape ambience
due to their otherwise interesting architectural qualities. It is somewhat unfortunate that the historic Post
Office building has been painted blue in lieu of its original cream colour but, on the other hand, the distinctive
colour does highlight a major orientation point within the street network.
Streetscape works undertaken approximately ten years ago introduced decorative brick paving to the
footpaths, footpath extensions at some street corners and mid-block. The latter were later complemented by
installing median islands featuring tactile guiding strips to assist pedestrians crossing the street, as well as
guard rails at the median islands and some street corners. Plane trees (Platanus) were planted on the
footpaths and on the carriageway between angled parking spaces and decorative shrub planting established
at the eastern entry to the town. Some benches and litter bins were installed at the footpath extensions, and
next to the cenotaph.
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Outside the median islands, the centre line of the street is marked with painted medians. The footpath paving
and street furniture have deteriorated over the years, the plane trees have not advanced well considering
their age, and the guard rails are inconsistent in style and colour. The street lighting is aged and very modest
in style, with road type light fittings attached to power poles. Overhead power lines are located on the north
side of the street, zigzagging to premises opposite.
It would be advantageous to upgrade Whyte Street to achieve a more consistent and a perhaps a more
green public image, including maintenance of the plane trees to ensure that they thrive into the future.
Coleraine’s main civic spine is Winter Street. The secondary civic spine is Henty Street. Both feature a
number of public services and institutions. Additionally, Winter Street connects across the town between
Peter Francis Points Arboretum and Queens Park. Henty Street could be a more direct connection from the
commercial core to the Tourist Information Centre, particularly for visitors on foot, rather than the currently
nominated Head Street, which is more remote from the township’s heart and slightly confusing in leading the
visitor through a semi-industrial and residential precinct. Both Winter and Henty Streets currently have an
inconsistent streetscape image, due to their variety of street tree planting and their lack of generous
footpaths detracting from a proud civic image. Improvements to their streetscapes would greatly enhance
their township role and orientation capacity.
The generous street widths of Whyte, Winter and Henty Street could well accommodate improvements.
The town’s residential streetscapes are modest, but pleasant. The most significant issue is the lack of
footpaths in many streets, which lessen their pedestrian ease of use and particularly the safety of
schoolchildren and elderly people.
Refer to panorama photographs 1 to 5—‘Whyte Street North Side’ and 6 to 11—‘Whyte Street South Side’.

Vegetation
The type and density of vegetation is an important contributor to townscape image.
The most densely and consistently treed areas in Coleraine are the edges of Bryan Creek and Silvester
Oval, parts of the former railway reserve around the Visitor Information Centre, and the Peter Francis Points
Arboretum, although the Arboretum also includes a substantial area of open landscape. Bryan Creek
features tall grasses at its verges. The creek corridor south of Lesser Street towards the Arboretum is also
quite intensely vegetated. Residential and civic lots south of Church Street generally have a more substantial
amount of trees than those north of it. The Primary School and, less consistently, the Gage Street recreation
reserve and pool, are edged by trees.
The eastern road entry to the town is lined by pine trees (cypresses?) as an Avenue of Honour, changing to
ash trees (elms?) from Robertson Street to the township core’s more recent plane tree plantings. The north
side of the western entry from Glenelg Highway also has some formal tree planting, but this does not extend
to the Bryan Creek Bridge. Residential streets have occasional, unstructured tree planting.
Refer to Figure 30—‘Aerial Photograph’.

Views and Landmarks
Coleraine’s view structure is the result of its valley location between surrounding ridges and the contrast of
the open pastoral landscape, treed areas, and the built environment.
The eastern entry view to Coleraine is magnificent, showing the town cradled amongst an open, rolling
pastoral landscape. The western entry view is also imposing with the Bryan Creek Bridge providing an
overview of the town on approach. The lookout at Peter Francis Points Arboretum reveals a view of the town
from the south, and the ridge behind Queens Park from the north. Views from the Arboretum extend further
to the Grampians.
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Within the town, the most significant street vistas are along the north-south streets, showing the containment
of the built area by surrounding ridges, and along Whyte Street, ending at the higher landscape forms that
characterise the entry corridors along Glenelg Highway.
Streetscape views in Coleraine are generous and revealing due to the linearity and typically substantial width
of its streets. There are some very pleasant street views available from the outdoor tables of local cafés
along Whyte Street. These should be taken advantage of and enhanced.
Refer to photographs 12—‘Main Street Views’, 13—‘Characteristic Whyte Street Views’, 14—‘Significant
Buildings and Features’ and 15—‘Significant Buildings and Features’.

LOCAL SERVICES AND FACILITIES
Coleraine has a wide range of services and facilities which benefit the local community, the people in the
surrounding rural areas and visitors. Similarly as a city square or a central shopping mall for a large city, the
Coleraine town centre acts as a meeting place for townspeople and the surrounding rural population. The
town centre is generally quite busy, creating a confident small town atmosphere.
Commercial services in Coleraine cover most of people’s daily needs and also cater for rural enterprise and
tourism. The closure of the bakery is a pity, however, as well as the lack of the possibility to get brewed tea
or freshly-made coffee, which many visitors would be looking for. Fast-food chains have not been
established in the town—the available takeaway food is prepared on location by private shopowners, who
also keep their shops open till late.
The recent opening of the Coleraine and District Community Bank has greatly improved banking choices in
the town—since the closure of previous commercial banks, there were only limited banking opportunities
through the ATM at the local supermarket and some banking service at the Coleraine Post Office.
Coleraine also has mobile phone coverage, which is not the case in all Victorian country towns. This kind of
service is highly attractive to potential investors, who might wish to settle to live and conduct business in the
town.
Visitor accommodation is offered by the two hotels in Whyte Street, the caravan park in Turnbull Street and
the Willow Farmstay and Pemberley Lodge outside the town centre. The hotel accommodation is modest,
but clean, friendly and low-cost. The caravan park lacks basic infrastructure, which is a disincentive for
visitors to choose to stay there.
Community services and civic facilities in Coleraine provide for a wide range of needs and areas of
interest—health, safety, primary schooling, cultural information and interests, aged care and
accommodation, young people’s interests, spiritual needs, community interaction, and practical services
such as waste disposal. There is no secondary school, however—such are located in Hamilton and
Casterton. Hamilton also has a tertiary education facility, the RMIT campus.
The Eucalyptus Discovery Centre and the Coleraine Visitor Information Centre offer a range of services for
both local people and visitors:
•

The Eucalyptus Discovery Centre, operating in the second former Shire of Wannon Offices building, was
opened by Dame Elizabeth Murdoch in June 1999. It offers interactive learning and student courses and
also has an exhibition space and a crafts and publications shop. The Centre staff maintain The Peter
Francis Points Arboretum and organise guided tours and study courses there. The fact that the Centre is
not always open is a concern for some people.

•

The Coleraine Visitor Information Centre, occupying the former Coleraine Railway Station building, is run
by volunteers. It provides information services, exhibits historic mementoes and contains an arts, crafts
and local preserves shop.
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The Coleraine Historical Society, operating in the former Court House, also provides a wealth of information
on Coleraine’s history and heritage, but is currently only open by appointment, since it also is run by
volunteers.
Meeting and function space is available at the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre, the hotels, schools and
churches, the first Wannon Shire buildings and halls and various clubrooms. The first Wannon Shire Offices
building previously housed recital and poetry reading nights, but the activity ceased in year 2000, apparently
due to the discontinuation of government funding.
Transport services in Coleraine include a community car and a coach–train service between Melbourne and
Mt Gambier via Ballarat or Warrnambool / Terang. It also stops in Hamilton and Casterton.
Recreational opportunities in Coleraine are manifold: The town’s parks and open spaces include facilities
and made grounds for a large variety of sports and for watching sports events, as well as for passive
recreation such as walking, social picnics and barbecues, and children’s play. The Skate Park, soon to be
established, will much benefit skaters and BMX-bike riders. There are also opportunities to partake in and
(or) watch horse racing, to fish at the Konongwootong Reservoir north of Coleraine, and to fossick for gems
in the nearby region. Wannon Bus Tours offers a guided, charge-free opportunity to explore Coleraine and
District’s assets.
Public toilets are provided in Queens Park, the Eucalyptus Discover Centre, Coleraine Community Park and
the Peter Francis Points Arboretum.
Public car parking is available along the streets, most notably Whyte Street. The Eucalyptus Discovery
Centre and the Peter Francis Points Arboretum have designated parking areas for cars and coaches. There
are no such areas in the commercial core—business staff, customers and people attending evening
meetings park on the street.
Refer to Figure 32—‘Whyte Street Businesses 2003’ which lists existing businesses by type, Appendix
11—‘Township Services 2003’ which details existing services in 2003, and the Urban Design Framework
section 2—‘Community Consultation, which lists currently active community organisations that make use of
the local facilities and services.

TOWNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
The township analysis implies several opportunities to enhance Coleraine’s local township qualities.
Regarding local landscape structure, it is important to:
•

retain the landscape contrast between the built environment in the valley and the elevated, unbuilt

•

ridges around the town, and
preserve and enhance the creek system as an important articulating feature of the town.

To respect local history and heritage, and retain Coleraine’s characteristic urban grain and built form
pattern, it is important to:
•
•

adhere to the original block, street and subdivision pattern, avoiding further lot division or amalgamation,
limit the boundaries of the township proper to the boundaries of the established grid pattern,

•

ensure the preservation, care and maintenance of historic buildings and the integrity of any alterations or
additions with the original historic fabric,

•
•

investigate suitable uses for vacant historic buildings,
ensure that established building setback conditions and building heights are adhered to in any new
development,

•

promote the development of the proposed Rail Trail for recreational and tourism purposes,

Analysis

September 2003

36

Coleraine Urban Design Framework

4D form

•

investigate opportunities to establish a recreational walking / bicycle trail following the track of the First

•

Great Western Steeplechase (refer to Figure 33—‘First Steeplechase 1865’), and
develop a well-designed heritage interpretation system, possibly including plaques in building walls or
inserted in footpaths, public art in public spaces, and information handouts to be available at civic and
commercial locations.

Regarding township structure, it would be advantageous to:
•

concentrate retail services in the commercial core in Whyte Street between Gage and Henty
Streets—the entire length of Whyte Street is conceivably too long for full business occupancy in a small
town,

•

provide incentives for business to occupy the vacant shops and former bank buildings along Whyte

•

Street to enhance streetscape quality, vibrancy and interest,
investigate the potential to recycle and (or) redevelop vacant premises in Whyte Street, primarily outside
the commercial core, for community or residential use,

•

develop an interconnected green, recreational network through creating new open space connections
utilising vacant land and the substantial amount of Crown Land within the town, together with strategic
landscaping of streets,

•

consider converting the empty lot opposite the Post Office in Whyte Street into a public park, possibly
incorporating a town square and an arts space,

•

consider the potential of converting empty lots in the town centre into pocket parks and green
connections between established open spaces to enhance streetscapes and increase central open
space, even temporarily if there is no current developer interest,

•

encourage the automotive industries in Turnbull Street to relocate in the areas zoned industrial in the

•

South Grampians Shire Planning Scheme, and
revise the Planning Scheme to reserve a landscaped buffer zone between the Industrial Zone and Bryan
Creek west of the township proper, and to redraw the boundary of the Residential 1 Zone and the Low
Density Residential Zone in south Coleraine for the Residential 1 Zone to cover all of the land that has
the original subdivision pattern.

Regarding Coleraine’s street network and streetscape character, it would be advantageous to:
•

reconstruct Whyte Street to achieve a more consistent and amore green public image, including
increased, more consistent street tree planting, and a planted median (for example using native grasses)
to balance streetscape scale and create a proper town centre image,

•

improve Winter Street and Henty Street to display their civic and connecting role,

•

enhance and promote the Whyte Street–Winter Street intersection as the major orientation point and
heart of Coleraine,

•

design and implement town entry corridor plantings along Glenelg Highway, preferably continuing
existing planting themes such as the Avenue of Honour,

•

introduce street tree planting along Winter Street to visually and conceptually connect the Coleraine
town centre, Peter Francis Points Arboretum and Queens Park,

•

improve and (or) introduce footpaths to residential streets, particularly along routes to civic or
recreational facilities,

•

integrate and consolidate street and park furniture, lighting and signage styles and types—if a new street
and park furniture theme is introduced, the possibility to recycle or sell existing furniture items in good
structural condition should be considered,

•

encourage and provide incentives to property owners to maintain buildings in good repair, and

•

establish a preferred colour scheme for Whyte, Winter and Henty Streets and ensure that any repainting
of buildings is consistent with it.
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Regarding vegetation, it is highly recommendable to:
•

introduce organised tree planting to Coleraine’s east-west streets—the north-south streets should not
have formal tree planting, since they offer important views to the surrounding landscape which planting

•

might impede,
consider reforestation or added planting in existing open spaces, creek corridors and the proposed new
additions to the green network to increase amenity and highlight the topographic structure, and

•

use indigenous or, if not feasible, native species for all new plantings.

Regarding views, it is particularly important to:
•

ensure the retention of the entry views to Coleraine from all directions,

•

maintain the north-south views along streets,

•

improve the visual presentation of the town centre and the Whyte Street streetscape and locate outdoor

•

café and dining areas where the views are most pleasant, and
consider establishing a lookout on the ridge behind Queens Park.

Regarding services and facilities, it is important to:
•

retain and, where possible, augment existing services, considering that Coleraine serves not only the
townspeople but also the surrounding rural population and visitors,

•
•

investigate opportunities to establish more upmarket visitor accommodation in the town centre, including
opportunities to make phone calls and connect to the Internet and e-mail from the rooms,
consider establishing off-street car parks at the backs of properties in Whyte Street to achieve safer and
more convenient access to the shops,

•

encourage shopkeepers to offer good quality coffee and brewed tea rather than instant coffee and
teabag-tea, and more variety in prepared food—perhaps a local specialty restaurant, an Asian restaurant
and a locally run pizzeria,

•

re-establish a bakery, perhaps in conjunction with a tea- and coffee-house,

•

coordinate the activities of the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre, Visitor Information Centre and Historical
Society premises and formalise their opening hours, and

•

increase the amount of available visitor information.
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Figure —Regional Assets
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Figure —Original Vegetation Types Coleraine and Surround
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PRE-1750 ECOLOGICAL VEGETATION CLASSES

Plains Grassy Woodland – Dundas Tablelands
—plains and gentle slopes, including fertile Tertiary cappings and stream flats

Trees:
Eucalyptus camadulensis

River Red Gum

Eucalyptus ovata

Swamp Gum

Allocasuarina verticillata

Drooping Sheoak

Ground layer:
Kangaroo Grass

Themeda triandra

(source: West Victoria Comprehensive Regional Agreement)

Damp Sands Herb-rich Woodland
—soils moist in winter, dry in summer, sandy soils

Trees:
Eucalyptus viminalis

Manna Gum

(source: West Victoria Comprehensive Regional Agreement)

Floodplain Riparian Woodland – found from Dundas Tablelands
—alluvial soils of high fertility

Dominant tree species:
Eucalyptus camaldulensis

River Red Gum

At higher rainfalls with:
Eucalyptus viminalis

Manna Gum

Eucalyptus ovata

Swamp Gum

Ground-layer variable:
Poa labillardierei

Common Tussock Grass

Carex sp.

Sedges

Phragmites australis

Common Reed
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Knotweeds

Persicaria sp.
Wetter situations:
aquatic species

(source: West Victoria Comprehensive Regional Agreement)

Damp Sands Herb-rich Woodland / Plains Grassy Woodland Complex
—formerly locally extensive, particularly west of Coleraine, now almost cleared

Dominant tree species:
Eucalyptus camaldulensis ± E.viminalis ssp. cygnetensis ± Eucalyptus ovata ± Allocasuarina verticillata
Range of Acacia sp.
Understorey predominantly grassy, dominated by:
Themeda triandra
and (or)
Austrostipa pubinoides
Sometimes including:
Gahnia radula
Xanthorrhoea minor

(source: West Victoria Comprehensive Regional Agreement)
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EXTANT VEGETATION

Roadsides – Hamilton to Coleraine; Coleraine to Casterton
Trees:
Eucalyptus camaldulensis

River Red Gum

Acacia melanoxylon

Blackwood

Acacia mearnsii

Black Wattle

Acacia paradoxa
Hedge Wattle
Eucalyptus sp.

White Gum

Allocasuarina verticillata

Drooping She-oak

Eucalyptus viminalis

Manna Gum

Eucalyptus brotyoides

Southern Mahogany Gum

Grevillea rosmarinifolia

Rosemary Grevillea

Xanthorrhoea australis

Grass Tree

Understorey:
Poa labillardierei

Tussock Grass

Themeda triandra

Kangaroo Grass

Stipa olgostachya

Pear Grass

Juncus flavidus

Rushes

Drosera peltata

Sundews

Diuris lanceolata

Golden Moth (Snake Orchid)

Thelymitra sp.

Sun-orchids

Ptilotus macrocephlaus

Feather Heads

Lissanthe strigosa

Peach Heath

Dillwynnia sp.

Parrot-peas

Kennedia prostrata

Running Postman

Not as common:
Acacia longifolia

Sallow Wattle

Acacia verticillata

Prickly Moses

Bursaria spinosa

Sweet Bursaria

Eucalyptus ovata

Swamp Gum

Eucalyptus botryoides

Mahogany Gums

Acacia verniciflua

Varnish Watlle

(source: Glenelg Highway Roadside Management Plan, VicRoads)

Appendix 9—Coleraine Vegetation

2003-10-27

3

COLERAINE URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK

4D form

Selection of plant species indigenous to Coleraine and district
Trees and shrubs:
Acacia mearnsii

Black Wattle

Acacia melanoxylon

Blackwood

Acacia pycnantha

Golden Wattle

Acacia verniciflua

Varnish Wattle

Acacia verticillata

Prickly Moses

Acacia paradoxa

Hedge Wattle

Allocasuarina verticillata

Drooping Sheoak

Banksia marginata

Silver Banksia

Bursaria spinosa

Sweet Bursaria

Eucalyptus camaldulensis

River Red Gum

Eucalyptus ovata

Swamp Gum

Eucalyptus viminalis
ssp. cygnetensis

Rough-bark Manna Gum

Exocarpos cupressiformis

Cherry Ballart

Hymenanthera dentata

Tree Violet

Leptospermum continentale

Prickly Tea-tree

Leptospermum lanigerum

Woolly Tea-tree

Melaleuca decussata

Cross-leaf Honemyrtle

Melaleuca gibbosa

Slender Honeymyrtle

Solanum laciniatum

Kangaroo Apple

Groundflora:
Acacia aculeatissima

Thin-leaf Wattle

Acaena echinata

Sheep’s Burr

Agrostis avenacea

Blown Grass

Brunonia australis

Blue Pincushion

Burchardia umbellatis

Milkmaids

Caesia caltiantha

Blue Grass-lily

Calocephalus citreus

Lemon Beauty-heads

Carex breviculmus

Common Grass-sedge

Convolvulus erubescens

Pink Bindweed

Danthonia geniculata

Kneed Wallaby-grass

Dianella revoluta

Black-anther Flax-lily

Dichopogon strictus

Chocolate Lily

Dillwynia hispida

Red Parrot-pea

Droserapeltata sp.

Pale Sundew

Eryngium ovinum

Blue Devil
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Juncus vaginatus

Clustered Rush

Kennedia prostrata

Running Postman

Microseris lanceolata

Yam Daisy

Microtis unifolia

Common Onion-orchid

Pelargonium rodneyanum

Magenta Stork’s-bill

Pimelea humilus

Common Rice-flower

Prilotus macrocephalus

Feather-heads

Schoenus apgon

Common Bog-rush

Senecio quadridentalis

Cotton Fireweed

Stipa scabra

Rough Spear-grass

Thelymitra pauciflora

Slender Sun-orchid

Themeda triandra

Kangaroo Grass

Tricoryne elatior

Yellow Rush-lily

Wahlenbergia tadgellii

Tadgell’s Bluebell

4D form

(source: Peter Francis Points Arboretum Inc.)

List of indigenous plants of the area
Acacia acinacea

Gold Dust Wattle (Northern area)

Acacia brachybotrya

Grey Mulga (Northern area)

Acacia implexa

Lightwood

Acacia mearnsii

Black Wattle

Acacia melanoxylon

Blackwood

Acacia myrtifolia

Myrtle Wattle

Acacia pycnantha

Golden Wattle

Acacia stricta

Hop Wattle

Acacia suaveolens

Sweet Wattle

Acacia verniciflua

Varnish Wattle

Acacia verticillata

Prickly Moses

Allocasuarina verticillata

Drooping Sheoak

Banksia marginata

Silver Banksia

Bursaria spinosa

Sweet Bursaria

Callistemon macropunctatus

Scarlet Bottlebrush

Daviesia latifolia

Hop Bitter-pea

Dodonaea cuneata

Wedge Leaf Hop-brush

Eucalyptus camaldulensis

River Red Gum

Eucalyptus leucoxylon

Yellow Gum (Northern area)

Eucalyptus ovata

Swamp Gum
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Eucalyptus pauciflora

Sub-alpine Snow Gum

Eucalyptus viminalis

Manna Gum

Goodenia ovata

Hop Goodenia

Grevillea aquifolum

Variable Prickly Grevillea

Helichrysum dendroideum

Tree Everlasting

Hymenanthera dentata

Tree Violet

Leptospermum continentale

Prickly Tea-tree

Leptospermum lanigerum

Woolly Tea-tree

Leptospermum obovatum

River Tea-tree

Myoporum viscosum

Sticky Boobialla

Solanum aviculare

Kangaroo Apple

Vimenaria juncea

Golden Spray

4D form

(source: Glenelg-Hopkins Catchment Management Authority)
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CATCHMENT WEEDS

State priority
Ragwort
Serrated Tussock*

Regional priority
African Feather Grass
Blackberry*
Cape Tulip
Gorse*
Paterson’s Curse
St John’s Wort

Emerging
Blue Canary Grass
Bridal Creeper*
Chilean Needle Grass*
Other Nasella sp.

*Denotes ‘Weeds of National Significance’ (WONS) Status.

(source: Glenelg-Hopkins Catchment Management Authority)
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LISTED HERITAGE PLACES IN COLERAINE TOWNSHIP
Legend to numeric codes in Figure 25
133 / CO0010

Railway Station building (former)

134 / CO0009

Coleraine Mechanics Institute

143 / CO 0015

Coleraine War Memorial (cenotaph)

144

Fire Station building

1614

post and rail fence

164

Marienfels

1655

dental surgery

1656

timber residence

1658

Araucaria bidwillii

1664

Methodist Church(former)

1665

Masonic Lodge (former)

1666

Nigretta

1667

Nash House (former)

1668 / CO0017

Major Mitchell Memorial

1669

RSL clubrooms

1670

Butter Factory (former)

1671

timber house

1672

Store and residence

1673

Watts Garage

1674

Tippett's Butcher's and residence

182

private hospital (former)

183

Lesser's store (former)

184

Trangmar's store

185

The National School

186 / CO0001

Coleraine Court House (now Historical Society)

303 / CO0003

Queens Park

305 / CO0012

Primary School 2118

362

Holy Trinity Anglican Church and Organ

489

Bank of Victoria (former)

490

National Australia Bank (former)

491

hairdresser's salon

492

store and residence

493

timber shop and residence

494

store and residence (curved roof)
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496

Sewerage Authority office (former?)

497

J.E. Goody's store and residence

498

State Bank (former—now Community Bank)

499 / CO0007

Temperance Hall (former)

500

Eucalyptus Discovery Centre (former Shire Offices)

501

National Hotel

502

Coleraine Hotel

503

Wisharts Department store (former)

504

Dolly Kaine's cottage

505

Black Horse Inn (former)

506

St Andrew's Uniting Church

507

St Joseph's Catholic Church and School

508

Uniting Church Manse

509

Maylands

510

Fintona

511

Fairview (1)

512

brick cottage (Coleraine 1)

514

brick cottage (Coleraine 2)

515

brick cottage (Coleraine 3)

516

store and residence

59 (015668)

Anglican Vicarage

60

Rubenstein residence and store(former)

61 / CO 0006

Wannon Shire Offices (former)

63 (006204)

Henty Woolstore (former Iron Store)

64 (015007)

Matthew Cooke's blacksmith’s shop

67

Coleraine Post Office

CO0036

railway line (former)
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SERVICES IN COLERAINE 2003

Commercial services
•

Agricultural agency

•

Bakery

•

Builder

•

Butcher

•

Cafés / takeaway shops (three)

•

Caravan Park

•

Chemist

•

Chocolate Factory (Glenelg Fine Confectionery), with sales

•

Clothes shop

•

Coleraine and District Community Bank

•

Country and farming supplies store

•

Crafts / ceramics / gift shops

•

Fresh fish weekly from Caltex service station

•

Furniture store (new and second hand)

•

Gas stations / garages (at least three)

•

Gifts (at Post Office & newsagent)

•

Hairdressers (two)

•

Hardware / garden store

•

Hotels with pubs, meals, bottle shops and accommodation (National Hotel, Coleraine Hotel)

•

Insurance agent

•

Joinery and building supplies store

•

Licensed second hand dealer

•

Licensed supermarket (IGA, well supplied)

•

Livestock carrier

•

Machinery shop

•

Mobile phone coverage

•

Native plants sales at the Peter Francis Points Arboretum

•

Newsagency

•

Nursery

•

Op shop

•

Panel beaters / repairs & several automotive / motor / wrecking businesses

•

Petrol stations / garages (several)
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•

Plumber (two)

•

Post Office

•

Public accountant / tax agent

•

Real estate agent

•

Rural services centre & products

•

Saleyards

•

Self-contained holiday accommodation (Pemberley Lodge)

•

Showgrounds

•

Solicitors

•

The Willows Farmstay (accommodation)

•

Towing business

•

Whitegoods and small electrical appliances shop

Community services and civic facilities
•

Ambulance station

•

Cemetery

•

Churches (at least four: Anglican, Lutheran, Uniting and Roman Catholic)

•

Coleraine District Hospital and health services

•

Coleraine Visitor Information Centre with shop

•

Coleraine Youth Resource Centre

•

Community car

•

Computer and Internet facilities available for community use at Coleraine Primary School

•

Council depot

•

Eucalyptus Discovery Centre with shop and public gardens

•

Fire station

•

First Former Wannon Shire offices and Temperance Hall

•

Meeting and function spaces

•

Memorial Hall

•

Mobile library (parks at Eucalyptus Discovery Centre)

•

Playgrounds (three)

•

Police

•

Primary schools (State and Roman Catholic)

•

Public toilets (four)

•

Retirement units (three villages)

•

RMIT (in Hamilton)

•

Senior Citizens

•

Train–coach connection between Melbourne and Mt Gambier via Ballarat or Warrnambool

•

Wannon Bus Tours
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•

Wannon Community News

•

Waste transfer station

4D form

Parks and recreation areas
•

Bryan Creek Reserve

•

Community Park (at the rail reserve next to the Visitor Information Centre; with lake, picnic facilities and
playground; original rail tracks dismantled)

•

East Park

•

Gage Street Recreation Reserve (with swimming pool and oval)

•

Golf course

•

Peter Francis Points Arboretum (former quarry and rubbish dump, 37 hectares, 1,200 species of native
plants from all over Australia, mostly eucalypts—500 species—also wattles, bottlebrushes, shrubs,
rainforest plants in a shadehouse, wildflowers and a wide variety of native birds; with guided / marked
walking tracks, playground, and views over Coleraine and to Grampians)

•

Queens Park and Silvester Oval (with several sports grounds and playground)

•

Racecourse

•

Showgrounds

•

West Park
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SECTION 4
URBAN DESIGN PROPOSALS
The Urban Design Framework proposals are based on the results of the community consultation process
and physical analysis undertaken as part of the development of the Coleraine Urban Design Framework.

KEY INFLUENCES
The key influences on the formulation of the Coleraine Urban Design Framework proposals are listed below.

CORE VALUES
The core community values identified in the first round of consultation are:
•

the future prospects and economy of the town,

•

the upholding of the existing strong community spirit,

•

the retention and augmentation of the town’s scenic and environmental qualities,

•

the preservation and augmentation of indigenous vegetation,

•

support for commercial and community services, and

•

the maintenance of local history and heritage.

CORE ISSUES
The core community issues identified throughout the consultation process focus are on improving:
•

streetscapes and road maintenance,

•

signage,

•

pedestrian and vehicular access, safety and amenity, and

•

visitor accommodation and services.

KEY OPPORTUNITIES AND PRINCIPLES
The key opportunities and development principles for Coleraine are both at the regional and local level as
identified in the analysis.
At the regional level, these relate to:
•

lifestyle and visitor assets,

•

the role of Coleraine as a potential connecting node in the region,

•

available services and accommodation choices,

•

road links to surrounding areas,

•

the promotion of environmental and heritage assets and the development of guided / signed routes and
tours of potential visitor interest,

•

the profiling of the town in the regional context, especially in relation to Hamilton, Merino and Casterton,
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the promotion of an overall sustainable lifestyle opportunity in Coleraine, based on environmental
thresholds and related management practices, possibly also encouraging permaculture practice as a
particular feature of the town, and

•

dealing with salinity and waterflow problems and supporting a wide use of indigenous vegetation and
sustainable farming practices as parts of the solution.

At the local level, the core opportunities and development principles relate to:
•

cherishing the local landscape structure, view structure and creek system as essential components of
Coleraine’s identity and image,

•

interpreting local history, including investigating the potential for signed heritage trails,

•

preserving local heritage, including Coleraine’s characteristic plan form and block arrangement, and
through promoting new uses for vacant historic buildings,

•

retaining the originally established township structure and its distribution of commercial and civic
activities and residential pattern,

•

considering the potential to relocate automotive industries outside the township core,

•

developing an interconnected and improved green / open space network, including a consistent
recreational trail network and the creation of pocket parks on disused lots,

•

improving the street network and streetscape character throughout,

•

augmenting plantings in streets and open spaces, and

•

retaining and augmenting commercial, community and visitor services, concentrating on the town centre.

In more detail, particular items for future improvement are:
•

the image and presentation of the township entrances,

•

Whyte Street streetscape, including safety, street design and the presentation of buildings,

•

the condition of residential streets and pedestrian routes,

•

the route to and the surrounds of the Visitor Information Centre,

•

the function and surrounds of the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre,

•

the programming of the use of the first Wannon Shire Offices building,

•

the swimming pool structure and area,

•

the caravan park, also considering potential relocation,

•

the Bryan Creek corridor, including augmentation of its indigenous vegetation and establishing
recreational trails,

•

Peter Francis Points Arboretum, in terms of visitor facilities,

•

Queens Park, Silvester Oval and adjoining sports areas, in terms of access, landscaping and user
facilities,

•

promotion of the proposed Rail Trail and new thematic, historic and environmental trails, such as the
Major Mitchell Trail, First Steeplechase Trail or Eucalyptus Trail, based in Coleraine, and

•

planning for different types of residential and industrial land.

Refer to the ‘Opportunities’ summaries in sections 2 and 3 of this document for further detail. Also refer to
Figure 9 ‘Major Mitchell Expedition’ and Figure 33 ‘First Steeplechase 1865’.
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KEY GOALS
These outline the proposed goals and parameters for Coleraine’ future urban design, planning, land use and
development to guide the Shire’s planning practice and Capital Works Program.

URBAN DESIGN
•

Improve town centre amenity and ambience to support business activity, community activity and tourism.

•

Improve residential amenity and convenience of access to enhance livability and attractiveness.

•

Preserve and enhance the qualities of the natural environment and township heritage.

PLANNING AND LAND USE
•

Define township boundaries according to landscape structure and urban heritage.

•

Redefine the boundaries of the township core and residential densities.

•

Rationalise land use with a focus on key sites, vacant land, uses that do not contribute to the township
image, and public open space.

•

Investigate ways to physically and conceptually connect Coleraine to Hamilton, Merino and Casterton as
coexisting towns in the region, and define the individual role of each in the region.

•

Investigate options for increased traffic safety in Whyte Street, in consultation with VicRoads.

•

Increase pedestrian priority and easy access throughout the town.

•

Facilitate the development of an integrated green network.

•

Develop a comprehensive heritage conservation strategy.

DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT
•

Apply environmentally sustainable design and development principles.

•

Consider the impacts of any development to environmental, ecological and heritage values and heritage
fabric.

•

Maximise the cost/benefit ratio of capital works and development.

•

Minimise maintenance requirements of the public realm.

•

Prioritise residents’ needs.

•

Ensure that all development and improvement contributes to the environmental, social, cultural and
economic well-being of the town according to Best Practice principles.
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URBAN DESIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES
Combined, the key influences, key opportunities and principles, and key goals translate into six broad urban
design themes and policy objectives to inform Coleraine’s future development and the management of that
development:

theme

urban design policy objective

LAND USE

Consider Planning Scheme zoning regarding the
distribution of land uses and the provisions for key
sites and problem sites.

HERITAGE

Protect built and landscape heritage.

THE PUBLIC REALM

Improve the public realm and streetscape image,
also maintaining and enhancing views and built form
image.

PUBLIC AMENITY

Improve public spaces and facilities.

LIVEABILITY

Improve the town’s functionality and services.

MOVEMENT

Improve movement networks and traffic safety.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Adhere to the principles of ecological, cultural,
economic and social sustainability in all
development.

FRAMEWORK CONCEPT
This Framework Concept provides an integrated future vision and strategy for developing Coleraine’s
physical environment and functionality. It outlines a range of planning, programming, Capital Works and
management actions to sustain and improve the liveability and lifestyle opportunities of the town over the
years, specifically relating to township boundaries, future zoning, the pedestrian network, street upgrades
and the landscape.
The Implementation Strategy in section 5 of this document details these and suggests a preferred
prioritisation of and responsibilities for works and actions.

PLANNING PROPOSALS
One of the key proposals of the Coleraine Urban Design Framework is to draw the physical, functional and
visual boundaries of the township proper, and to amend the South Grampians Planning Scheme to reflect
these.

Township Boundaries
The boundary of Coleraine’s built-up core is proposed to be determined according to its planning heritage
and landscape structure, essentially following the historic block plan and adhering to the subdivision pattern
within the blocks. It is recommended to further the infill development of this built-up core prior to encouraging
urban-type development outside it, to maintain the town’s characteristic compact, geometric structure.
Refer to Figure 34 ‘Core Township Boundaries’.
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Zoning
The proposed changes to Planning Scheme zoning in Coleraine aim to
•

provide a more compact and functional land use pattern than that which currently exists,

•

create an interconnected, green open space network, and

•

contribute to the conservation and rehabilitation of the Bryan Creek corridor.

Refer to Figure 35 ‘Proposed Zoning’ and compare with Figure 3 ‘Current Zoning’.
The most significant rezoning proposals concern the boundaries between the Residential 1 Zone, the Low
Density Residential Zone and the Rural Zone, and the increase of the Public Conservation and Resource
Zone and the Public Recreation Zone. Further, the State primary school area is proposed to be redefined as
Public Use 2 Zone, to properly reflect its use, and the Business 1 Zone to be extended across the
commercial core lots and their adjoining sections of Turnbull Street and McCleod Street, to facilitate access
to businesses and allow for public car parking on these street sections. The Road Zone along Portland Road
/ Milton Street is proposed to be extended to McKeberry Street to facilitate the development of a consistent
roadside entry treatment at this township entrance, in consultation with VicRoads.

New subdivisions
When large lots are subdivided, the block structure should follow that of the original township. Dead end
streets are strongly discouraged. In the Residential 1 Zone, lots under 750 square metres are not
recommended. In the Low Density Residential Zone, lots under 4,000 square metres are not allowed in the
Victoria Planning Provisions (VPP).

BUILT FORM
One-storey buildings are strongly recommended throughout the town. In Whyte Street, all new commercial
buildings should be located at the street frontage and residential buildings should have a picket front fence
and a landscaped front garden.
The façades of any new commercial buildings should be proportioned and articulated according to the
existing façade typology. Verandahs, also interpreting the prevailing typology, are recommended.

PEDESTRIAN NETWORK
One of the key proposals of the Coleraine Urban Design Framework is to develop an integrated pedestrian
and bicycle network for the town.

Footpaths
The Framework proposes an incremental upgrading of Coleraine’s street footpath system to provide
convenient and safe access between the town’s main residential and visitor destinations and attractions and
to provide functional links between the residential areas and the commercial core, for the purpose of
encouraging walking and cycling for minor, daily shopping chores.
The long-term goal is to have footpaths in all streets, but the priority is to achieve a better pedestrian amenity
in key areas and locations. Some of the existing footpaths are substandard, because of either width or
condition, particularly:
•

around the commercial area,

•

around schools and community facilities, and

•

in residential streets.
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Recreational Trails
The Framework proposes an incremental construction of a continuous network of recreational trails,
connecting to the footpath system and creating an uninterrupted route around the town and along Bryan
Creek. Three new footbridges are proposed across the creek as parts of the trail, as well as the
establishment of safe trail crossings across Glenelg Highway and the relocation of the pedestrian entry
points to Peter Francis Points Arboretum to locations, where they may best serve and encourage pedestrian
visitation.
Refer to Figure 36 ‘Pedestrian Network’.

STREET UPGRADES
One of the key proposals of the Coleraine Urban Design Framework is to improve the physical condition,
visual appearance and functionality of streets, especially those that connect residential areas, community
facilities, recreational areas and the commercial core.

Comprehensive Upgrade
Whyte, Winter, Henty and Turnbull Streets and most of Pilleau Street are proposed to be comprehensively
upgraded, due to their roles as Coleraine’s commercial and civic spines. The upgrade includes carriageway
surfaces, footpaths, street plantings and street furniture. It will be particularly important to place street
benches in front of community facilities and retirement villages, as well as seats and rubbish bins close to
eating establishments in Whyte Street.

Unsealed or Unconstructed Streets
A number of streets in Coleraine are not properly made, which is both a safety and a visual issue. The
Framework proposes that at least those connecting residential areas to community facilities should be
incrementally properly made to facilitate through-town access.

Substandard Streets
There is also a number of streets in Coleraine that are of a substandard construction quality. These should
be incrementally improved to have a proper, safe surface, edge and drainage treatment.

Resting places
Seats are proposed to be located in the north-south streets, for example at every second intersection, to act
as resting places for pedestrians.
Refer to Figure 37 ‘Street Upgrades’.

LANDSCAPE CONCEPT
The landscape concept for Coleraine proposes the development of an interconnected, integrated green
network across and around the town through extending and augmenting existing open space, enhancing and
establishing vegetation in these, and through creating an organised street tree planting system to link the
open spaces and provide ecological corridors.
Native—and when possible, indigenous—plant species are recommended for all open spaces, as well as for
most street tree plantings. This will link the built town with the Peter Francis Points Arboretum and also
ensure that the plants will thrive and grow in the town. The Framework proposals are based on botanic
information gained from the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre, the Bryan Creek Development Project, the
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VicRoads Roadside Management Plan and from research into the vegetation types and plant species that
existed in the region prior to European settlement.
Most of the public open space in Coleraine is currently informal and 'non-constructed', and could be
described as 'low standard,' with quite significant wear and tear. In areas of more intensive use, this situation
should be gradually improved following management systems that do not imply much ongoing maintenance.
The type and style of at least some existing and proposed open space could be more urban, or formal, and
ambitious. Even one truly beautiful garden would enhance the appearance of the town. The use of exotic
plant species is not necessary to achieve this effect.

Parkland
The Framework proposes to link together the green spaces that frame the Coleraine township proper
through designating additional areas as future landscaped open space. The intention is to strengthen
Coleraine’s characteristic condition of being framed by substantial green areas—such as the currently
existing Peter Francis Points Arboretum, Queens Park and golf course, which form a transition zone
between the built town and agricultural areas.
The most significant Framework suggestions are:
•

the extension of the Showgrounds area to reach Bryan Creek, either as an extension to the
Showgrounds, or as recreational open space,

•

the extension of the Gage Street reserve to the west, to connect with the Bryan Creek corridor,

•

the expansion of the Bryan Creek corridor by backzoning the vacant lots north at the eastern boundary
of the township proper into public open space—some of them are already in effect a part of the creek
corridor and not able to be built,

•

the possibility to establish a secondary Arboretum area through obtaining land between the township
core and the golf course,

•
•

the creation of a central park at the corner of Whyte and Winter Streets,
the augmentation of the Eucalyptus Discovery centre to include a town square along Whyte Street and
car parking at the rear, and

•

the potential conversion of the existing Council depot area next to the Visitor Information Centre into an
Arboretum propagation area.

The Bryan Creek corridor is proposed to be developed according to the existing plan. The use of primarily
native plant species (trees, shrubs, grasses and flowering groundcovers) is recommended for all open
spaces. Indigenous species should be preferred, but other native species could be used to create visual
accents and to reflect the Arboretum themes.

Street and Road Plantings
The landscape concept for Coleraine proposes four types of street and road tree planting and maintenance,
with the street tree plantings contributing to the overall green network and to the visual and conceptual
framing of the township proper:
•

The three road entry corridors to the town are proposed to be emphasised and framed through
augmenting and (or) establishing a consistent planting pattern of roadside trees (the planting pattern
should be selected according to road conditions, roadside space and view lines—an avenue with trees
on both sides of the road is preferred):
• along Glenelg Highway west, retain and maintain the Avenue of Honour based on the existing species
and complete the existing row of oak trees into an avenue,
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• along Glenelg Highway east, continue the established tree planting into the heart of the town using
either narrow-growing native Cypress Pines to continue the existing coniferous pattern, or oaks to
match the western entry, and
• along the Portland Road entry, plant an avenue of stately eucalypts, such as Lemon-Scented Gums
up to McKebery Street.
•

The commercial and civic street spines of the town are proposed to be emphasised through thematic
avenues of street trees:
• in Whyte Street, densify the existing plane tree planting to achieve a more consistent avenue image,
and
• in Winter, Henty and Pilleau Streets, establish a row planting of native eucalypts with a regular, stately
growing habit, such as Spotted Gum and Mugga Ironbark—the thematic eucalypt connection to
Peter Francis Points Arboretum and the Visitor Information Centre are particularly important.

•

The streets that frame the township proper are proposed to be planted with consistent rows of native
trees, such as Kurrajong or Argyle Apple to visually and experientially identify the boundaries of the
town.

•

The east–west residential streets are proposed to be planted with rows of small flowering trees, such
as fruit and (or) nut trees and native eucalypts, bottlebrushes and (or) wattles (no trees are proposed for
the north–south residential streets to maintain landscape views).

Only one species should be used along any one street, for a maximum identifying effect. Apart from the
proposed plantings, Glenelg Highway should be developed and maintained according to the existing
Roadside Management Plan.
Refer to Figure 38 ‘Landscape Concept’, Figure 39 ‘Proposed Plant Species’ and Figure 40 ‘Roadside
Conservation Values’. Also refer to Figure 35 ‘Proposed Zoning’, regarding the proposed network of open
space.

LIGHTING CONCEPT
Street lighting and feature lighting are important aspects of enhancing the visual image, articulation, amenity,
safety and security of an urban area. An overall lighting strategy should be prepared for Coleraine, based on
the following considerations and principles:
•

the provision of adequate lighting to the entire public realm in accordance with the Australian Standard,

•

applying higher lighting levels than the required minimum in Whyte Street and the important civic streets,

•

installing feature lighting to landmark buildings and areas,

•

minimising light spillage and obscuring the visibility of the night sky, through an appropriate selection of
light fittings and the timing of lighting, and

•

considering the use of solar-powered light fittings especially in reserves, parks, picnic areas and the
Peter Francis Points Arboretum.

In Whyte Street, businesses should be encouraged to install light fittings under verandahs to illuminate the
footpaths.
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A SELECTION OF TREE AND SHRUB SPECIES FOR BRYAN CREEK RESERVE
TREES

River Red Gum
Eucalyptus camaldulensis

SHRUBS

Variable Prickly Grevillea
Grevillea aquifolum

FIGURE —PROPOSED PLANT SPECIES

WHYTE STREET

Spotted Gum
Corymbia maculata

PILLIEU STREET

English Oak
Quercus robur

GLENELG HIGHWAY ENTRY WEST OAK AVENUE

Monterey Pine
Pinus radiata (Avenue of Honour)

GLENELG HIGHWAY ENTRY WEST

SUGGESTED TREE AND SHRUB SPECIES FOR MAJOR STREETS

Cut leaf Plane
Platanus orientalis

GLENELG HIGHWAY ENTRY EAST
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collingwood 

/ oxford street
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Monterey Cypress
Cupressus macrocarpa
(traditional farmland windbreak species)

Residential streets

GLENELG HIGHWAY ENTRY EAST OAK AVENUE ALTERNATIVE

Pin Oak
Quercus palustris

WINTER & HENTY STREETS

Mugga Ironbark
Eucalyptus sideroxylon

PORTLAND ROAD ENTRY

Lemon scented Gum
Corymbia citriodora

FIGURE —PROPOSED PLANT SPECIES

Golden Wattle
Acacia pycnantha

Red flowering Yellow Gum
Eucalyptus leucoxylon

Argyle Apple
Eucalyptus cinerea ssp cinerea
(also recommended option for Robertson
Payne Cameron and Turnbull Streets)

Common Olive
Olea europaea

Red flowering Yellow Gum flowers
Eucalyptus leucoxylon

Willow Bottlebrush new growth
Callistemon salignus

Bottlebrush (different species and cultivars
exist)
Callistemon sp

D form pty ltd
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/ oxford street
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telephone   
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Pistachio
Pistacia chinensis

Walnut (different species and varieties exist)
Juglands sp

SOME POSSIBLE TREE SPECIES FOR RESIDENTIAL STREETS

Cherry Plum Prunus cerasifera (above)
Sargent Cherry Prunus sargentii (below)
(various species and cultivars of Prunus and
Malus pictured below exist)

Ornamental Crabapple Malus sp (above)
Chestnut Castanea sativa (below)

FIGURE —PROPOSED PLANT SPECIES

TREES

Golden Wattle
Acacia pycnantha

Woolly Tea tree
Leptospermum lanigerum
also
Sweet Bursaria
Bursaria spinosa
(see photo at suggestions for Bryan Creek)

Cypress Pine
Callitris columellaris
(visual accent species also potential tree for
Glenelg Higway east entry avenue)

Slender Honeymyrtle
Melaleuca gibbosa
also
Cross leaf Honeymyrtle
Melaleuca decussata
(see photo at suggestions for Bryan Creek)

Drooping She oak
Allocasuarina verticillata
formerly
Casuarina stricta

TREES

Scarlet Bottlebrush
Callistemon macropunctatus

D form pty ltd

urbanism & architecture
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Varnish Wattle
Acacia myrtifolia

Argyle Apple
Eucalyptus cinerea ssp cinerea
(also recommended option for Robertson
Payne Cameron and Turnbull Streets)

SOME POSSIBLE TREE AND SHRUB SPECIES FOR PARKLANDS

Kurrajong
Brachychiton populneus
(also recommended option for Robertson
Payne Cameron and Turnbull Streets)

SHRUBS

Variable Prickly Grevillea
Grevillea aquifolum

collingwood 

/ oxford street

facsimile   

telephone   

FIGURE —PROPOSED PLANT SPECIES
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SECTION 5
IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY
The Implementation Strategy draws together the proposed urban design improvements for Coleraine. It also
details these and suggests a preferred prioritisation of and responsibilities for various works and nonphysical actions. In some cases, negotiations and agreements with the relevant land owner are required for
implementation.
Implementation of the Urban Design Framework requires a whole-of-government approach, a commitment to
coordinating Council operations and a resolve to arrange and seek funding for improvements.
Implementation will predominantly be through the Council’s Capital Works, planning actions, and
management and promotional actions. These are detailed below.

PROPOSED CAPITAL WORKS
An overall plan of the proposed Capital Works is shown in Figure 41—‘Capital Works’ and a more detailed
concept for Whyte Street is shown in Figure 42—‘Whyte Street Improvements’.
All Capital Works should be comprehensively designed and carried out taking into account the Framework
recommendations shown in Figure 36—‘Pedestrian Network’, Figure 37—‘Street Upgrades’, Figure
38—‘Landscape Concept’, Figure 40—“Roadside Conservation Values’, and the associated parts of Section
4—‘Urban Design Proposals’ of this Framework document.
Photographs of some suggested plant species for Coleraine are shown in Figure 39—‘Proposed Plant
Species’ and a more comprehensive list of these is Appendix 12—‘Plant List’. Suggested outdoor furniture
styles are shown in Figure 43—‘Proposed Street and Park Furniture’.
Also refer to Figure 35—‘Proposed Zoning’ regarding open space.

1. TOWN ENTRANCES
a.

Landscaping of entry points
At the township entry points of the roads leading to Coleraine, areas are proposed to be landscaped to
act as an entry gateway to the town. An ecologically sustainable, low-growing vegetation pattern using
indigenous species is recommended.
While Glenelg Highway is the highest priority, with plantings at the kerb extension areas, Portland
Road should also have a similar treatment at the triangular road spaces between Trangmar and
Lesser Streets (13j—‘Trail’ described below).
Most of the works can be carried out by volunteers with professional supervision, but must be based
on a detailed design.

b.

Maintenance, completion and establishment of entry avenues to Coleraine
Avenue planting of a significant length (at least a kilometre) featuring stately trees is proposed along
all roads leading to Coleraine. Apart from tree planting, an ecologically sustainable multi-storey
vegetation system using indigenous species is recommended, following the VicRoads Roadside
Management Plan. There should be 'viewing gaps' in the avenues in locations with attractive views to
the township and surrounding rural areas.

Implementation Strategy

September 2003

47

Coleraine Urban Design Framework

4D form

The existing Avenue of Honour would naturally remain intact. A program of maintaining the Avenue
and replacing aged trees should be developed, as well as a similar program for maintaining the
characteristic conifer planting that lines the eastern Glenelg Highway approach.
In time, the avenues could be extended, in an informal manner (as copses of trees at irregular
distances), to connect Coleraine to its neighbouring towns, again with indigenous understorey
planting. A roadside management plan is recommended for Portland Road.
Most of the works can be carried out by volunteers with professional supervision, but must be based
on a detailed design.

2. CIVIC STREET WORKS
a.

Core main street rehabilitation
The introduction of the 50 kilometres per hour speed limit to Whyte Street is a very positive
development for safety and pedestrian access. It also opens the possibility for a planted median, for
which low-growing native grasses and groundcovers are recommended. In addition, the Framework
proposes an intensification of the plane tree avenue to provide shade and ambience (planting between
car spaces) to achieve a more symmetrical and visually imposing avenue effect. This will require the
relocation of some of the existing trees and an investigation into the substandard condition of some
trees, which may be caused by drought, but possibly also from compacted soil or such.
The streetscaping carried out some ten years ago is generally in good condition, but some remedial
works and improvements are needed, especially regarding street furniture and street tree planting.
The recently constructed pedestrian refuges are an unfortunate departure from the style of the
footpaths. Their design should be reconsidered as a part of the improvement works.
Once the paving deteriorates, a more traditional and (or) neutral paving treatment can be considered.
For now, the current paving can be considered as one of the historic layers that adds conceptual
depth to the township’s image.
The main street treatment is proposed to be extended to the street sections between Gage Street a
Bryan Creek (leading to the creekside trails) and between Henty and Read Streets, with consistent
footpaths on both sides of the street and parallel instead of angle parking. The footpath material of the
added sections should be considered, however, since brick pavers are relatively expensive. If using
concrete or asphalt, a brick edge could be applied to visually tie the new treatment to the existing
paving along the core commercial area.
Lighting should be increased and the type of light fittings changed into a more urban style. The
carriageway could be lit from the median strip, with smaller light poles at the edges of the footpaths,
primarily between. Bollard lights between parking spaces are recommended, due to the height
restrictions caused by verandahs. The upgrade of street lighting requires the undergrounding of power
lines, which should be part of the overall main street rehabilitation project.
The upgrade and increase of street furniture, such as seats and litter bins, is proposed according to a
detailed design, as well as a unified colour scheme for all public objects, including barrier rails. The
relatively wide footpaths allow seats at any location. Outdoor café tables of a good structural and
visual quality should be encouraged.
The private sector should be encouraged to improve shopfronts, fences, front gardens etc. Most
commercial buildings have verandahs and installing new ones to all commercial buildings should also
be encouraged, with the exception of heritage buildings that have not originally had verandahs.
The proposal to provide additional parking space along Turnbull Street and McCleod Street (as
discussed in Section 4 of this document) implies the creation of through-block pedestrian access
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routes to the Whyte Street shops. The Framework suggests possible locations for these, some of
which factually already exist. The access routes should be developed in consultation with the property
owners either as right-of-ways or through the Council purchasing the relevant land.
b.

Whyte Street east of Read Street
While mainly residential, this part of Whyte Street should be improved for visual and presentation
reasons. A traditional footpath and nature strip treatment using native grasses and with parallel
parking is proposed, along with an entry avenue planting of trees. Improved pedestrian access across
Whyte Street at the Young Street intersection is highly recommended.

c.

Winter Street to Peter Francis Points Arboretum
Winter Street is proposed to be developed as a connecting civic avenue between Queens Park, the
town centre, the Arboretum and the various community facilities located along and close to it. The
property owners along Winter Street should be encouraged to create ‘model’ front gardens using
native species to reinforce the Arboretum’s eucalypt / native theme.

d.

Henty Street civic axis
Streetscape works including street trees are proposed in Henty Street between Turnbull Street and
Trangmar Street to reinforce its role as a civic avenue and connection to Portland Road, and to create
an appropriate, signed connection to the Visitor Information Centre, with the railway station building as
to visual focus of entry.

e.

Pilleau Street civic axis
Streetscape works including street trees are proposed in Pilleau Street to visually and conceptually
link the community parklands east and west of the town.

f.

Turnbull Street town and park interface
Streetscape works are proposed to Turnbull Street between Bryan Creek and Read Street to enhance
the presentation of the recreational area and to improve functionality. A row of trees is proposed to be
planted as a verge to the parkland.

g.

McCleod Street reconnection
The closure of McCleod Street between Henty Street and Read Street does not seem to contribute to
the legibility, safety or visual quality of the town. The reopening of the street should be considered,
since traffic volumes would not be excessive.

Community consultation and field visits confirmed that there is a widespread need to upgrade the civic
standard of streets in Coleraine. Unsealed streets are a particular problem in the south end of the town. The
Framework proposals are:
•

to undertake a careful assessment of the existing street conditions,

•

to determine the desired future standard of streets,

•

to construct and (or) seal unconstructed streets,

•

to improve substandard streets,

•

to extend the footpath network, and

•

to improve lighting according to a detailed plan.

3. EUCALYPTUS DISCOVERY CENTRE
a.

Gardens and parking improvement
The generous surrounds of the Centre provide an opportunity to improve the gardens, based on the
Arboretum theme, and to improve visitor parking to the rear of the a lot.
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Establishment of a town square
The Whyte Street frontage is an opportunity to develop a town square, particularly in conjunction with
proposals 13i—‘Central Park’ and 15—‘Arts Facility’ described below. Together, these would create an
imposing civic and public feature for the town centre.
The intensification of use of the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre building should be considered.

4. EAST-WEST RESIDENTIAL STREETS AND FRAMING STREETS
a.

Trees to east–west streets
Street trees are proposed for the wide east-west residential streets. Small trees, such as proposed in
this Framework, can generally be planted on either side or both sides of the street without conflict with
overhead services. The final species selection should be done in consultation with the street
residents—perhaps planting and maintenance could also be carried out by them, if the Council
provides stock, supervision and guidance.
In order to maintain the dramatic views across the town, tree planting is not proposed to the northsouth streets of the township proper, with the exception of Winter and Henty Streets (which act as
civic avenues) and the streets that frame the built-up town (and define its boundaries).
Existing trees on the north-south streets can naturally remain.

b.

Trees to township framing streets
Street trees in a row planting pattern are proposed for Robertson, Payne and Cameron Streets and
around the Peter Francis Points Arboretum to create a visual and physical frame for the Coleraine
township proper. The side of the street to be planted depends on the location of overhead services.

5. BRYAN CREEK CORRIDOR
The Bryan Creek corridor is one of the great assets of Coleraine and should be enhanced as an
ecological corridor and fully exploited for recreational use. The existing plan for its improvement
should be extended to include details of resting places and signage, according to detailed designs.
The creek corridor is a potential habitat for wildlife such as birds, lizards, frogs, fish and small
mammals—even small marsupials such as wallabies. Particular Framework proposals are:
a.

Revegetation / complementing vegetation
The existing native vegetation should be complemented and expanded according to the management
plan, with weed removal and control, revegetation using indigenous species planted as
environmentally sustainable, multi-storey vegetation systems and applying suitable maintenance
practices to support these measures.

b.

Establishment of waterholes and wetlands
Waterhole / basins and associated wetlands parks are proposed to be constructed as per the
community initiative. The hydrological design of the water retaining structures and the selection of
plants to achieve ecologigally sound systems require great care, to fully achieve the billabong nature
of the waterholes.

c.

Recreational trails to both sides of the creek
The creek corridor is an obvious location for an recreational / educational / scenic trail. A loop trail on
both sides of the creek is proposed, with interpretational signage and resting places at picturesque
locations. The creek corridor is also an obvious location for additional picnic and barbecue facilities,
possibly in the locations suggested in the Framework.
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New pedestrian bridges
Three new pedestrian bridges are proposed to link the recreational trails across the creek and to
facilitate loop trails of different lengths around the creek—one at the west end of Pilleau Street, one at
the north end of Young Street and one at the north end of Robertson Street (the last one could also be
trafficable by vehicles). The bridges should be of a simple construction suited to the environment, but
sensitively designed to contribute to its character.

6. WEST PARK IMPROVEMENTS
Due to its location and topography, West Park is proposed to be developed primarily as open space
for passive recreation, as a part of the Glenelg Highway west entry to the town, and as a part of the of
Bryan Creek ecological corridor.

7. EAST PARK IMPROVEMENTS
East Park is proposed to be developed primarily as open space for passive recreation, as a part of the
Glenelg Highway east entry to the town, and as an extension of the Community Park, connecting to
the proposed rail trail and to the proposed open space corridor to Bryan Creek, north of the Highway.

8. QUEENS PARK IMPROVEMENTS
Queens Park is another great asset of Coleraine. The consultation responses seem to suggest that
the area has deteriorated recently. This trend is proposed to be reversed. A master plan and detailed
plans for different locations are suggested to be prepared to this effect. Particular Framework
proposals are:
a.

Landscaping / tree planting and seats around the oval
The immediate surrounds of Silvester Oval are proposed to be landscaped, establishing a verge of
native trees around it and constructing seating between the trees for spectators.

b.

Revegetation / reforestation elsewhere
The rest of Queens Park should be revegetated as an open River Red Gum forest, interspersed with
grassland patches, to provide a visual counterpoint to the Peter Francis Points Arboretum. Within this,
the establishment of a fenced wildlife reserve as a point interest and for local wildlife conservation
should be considered.

c&d A new lookout and trails leading to it
A lookout is proposed to be established on the ridge north of Queens Park at its highpoint to provide
views to the surrounds. Recreational trails to the lookout are proposed, forking from the Bryan Creek
trail system.

9. LAND NORTH OF TURNBULL STREET
This area is proposed to be further developed and improved as an active recreational hub, with
improved and extended sporting, play and picnic facilities, park furniture and a new skate park,
possibly also an extension or the relocation of the caravan park to the north-west corner of this area.
Extensive landscaping is also proposed to link the area to the Bryan Creek corridor and Queens Park.
Particular Framework proposals are:
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a.

Landscaping and seats around oval

b.

Improved park furniture and play equipment

c.

Landscaping and seats around tennis courts and construction of a skate park
All these should be carried out according to detailed plans that respond to needs, preferably through
developing an integrating plan, ideally in conjunction with the proposed masterplan for Queens Park.

10. PETER FRANCIS POINTS ARBORETUM
Apparently, the Management Committee for the Peter Francis Points Arboretum has identified a
number of improvements, but these have not been available for the preparation of this Framework. If
there is no integrated masterplan for the Arboretum, one should be prepared, taking into account the
recommendations of the Management Committee and this Framework document. Particular
Framework proposals are:
a.

Improvements according to the Management Committee’s plans

b.

New constructed lookout
A lookout tower should be constructed—one has existed before.

c.

New primary pedestrian entry and a signed route to the Arboretum
The primary pedestrian entry is proposed at the northeast corner, where provides a direct link to the
improved Winter Street civic avenue, incorporating a signed route between Queens Park and the
Arboretum. The entry should be made obvious through, for example, a thematic ‘gateway’ structure
such as simple, but well-designed gateway poles on each side of the entry, perhaps using carved
eucalypt trunks. These could be developed in association with a local artist. Inside the park, the entry
should have information signage including a map, as well as a bench, a litter bin and appropriate
lighting.
Refer to Figure 44—‘Proposed Peter Francis Points Arboretum Pedestrian Entry’, which shows a
possible idea for developing these.

d.

Secondary pedestrian entries
Secondary pedestrian entries are proposed:
•

at the intersection of Gage and Lesser Streets, where the entry links directly to Gage Street
Recreation Reserve and provides easy access from the State primary school and the proposed
Bryan Creek corridor trail, and

•

at the southeast corner of the Arboretum, where it links to the proposed trail along the southern
creek corridor and links to the Catholic primary school.

Refer to 13j—‘Trail’ described below.
The entries should be made obvious through, for example, a thematic ‘gateway’ structure similar to
that proposed for the main entry, but of a lesser prominence. Information signage including a map, as
well as a bench, a litter bin and appropriate lighting should be provided.
e.

Coach / car parking for visitors
The Framework proposes to locate coach and car parking for visitors along Lesser Street between
Winter and Laidlaw Streets, as it is not desirable to have visitor vehicles inside the Arboretum, with the
possible exception of providing for people with mobility disabilities. The parking arrangement needs to
be designed in detail. Lesser Street should be appropriately made for this purpose, and the street
reconstruction extended to Portland Road, also providing a signed route to the parking area and
Arboretum for visitors arriving in vehicles from the south.
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11. RAILWAY STATION AREA
In order to fully utilise this asset, the landscaping and other improvements should be continued and
extended. Particular Framework proposals are:
a.

Improved landscaping
This is particularly important at the entry side to the Visitor Information Centre and, eventually at the
entry from the proposed Rail Trail. Improvements to the Centre’s interface to the Community Park
should also be considered. Indigenous planting is recommended, especially in the Park to attract and
support wildlife and as a thematic link to the Peter Francis Points Arboretum.
It is recommended that the entire Railway Station area including the Community Park be designed and
developed according to a comprehensive masterplan. Visitor parking should be considered as one
part of the plan.
The improvements will be beneficial for historic and image reasons even, if the building in the future
might be used for a different public purpose, as suggested by some comments received through
community consultation.

b.

Additional and improved park furniture in Community Park
The distribution and type of park furniture should be considered to facilitate a wider use of the Park.
Seats, picnic sets, rubbish bins, shelters, play equipment and suitable lighting are important features.

c.

New signed route to the Visitor Information Centre
The redirection of visitors to the Visitor Information Centre via Henty and Pilleau Streets is proposed to
provide a direct link between the township core and the Centre, and a shorter route for visitors on foot
than the current one. This route should be appropriately signed, similarly as proposed for the Winter
Street link to the Arboretum.

d.

New plant propagation area
The existing Council depot is proposed to be relocated to one of the industrial zones and the lot to be
used as a plant propagation area for the Arboretum.
Refer to Figure 44—‘Proposed Peter Francis Points Arboretum Pedestrian Entry’, which shows a
possible idea for developing these.

12. SWIMMING POOL
The Framework supports the implementation of the Pool Committee's proposed for various
improvements.
The street interface and overall presentation of the Pool area should also be improved, primarily
through landscaping.

13. NEW PUBLIC OPEN SPACE
A properly integrated green network of public open space would make Coleraine an even better place
to live in and visit. Improvement of the green spaces with landscaping and public facilities in the centre
of the town is also highly recommended. The creation of the network is based on the concept of using
vacant lots in appropriate positions. It is necessarily an incremental project, for which an overall,
detailed strategy is recommended. The development all proposed public open space requires
individual plans. Particular Framework proposals are:
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Southwest of Showgrounds
The vacant land between the Showgrounds and Bryan Creek is proposed to be developed either as
an extension to the Showgrounds, or as recreational open space. It should primarily remain visually
open to reflect the surrounding rural landscape character, but include indigenous creekside planting to
reinforce the role of the creek in the landscape. Perhaps this could be a location for a children’s farm
or be developed as a wetland.

b.

Southwest of West Park
This vacant land is proposed to be developed to augment the Bryan Creek corridor and frame the
township proper. Forestation with indigenous species is recommended.

c.

West of Gage Street recreation reserve
This vacant land could be added to the sports reserve.

d.

West of Turnbull Street oval
This vacant land could either be planted in conjunction with the Bryan Creek corridor improvements or
added to the sports reserve.

e.

East of Bryan Creek at Turnbull Street
These two portions of vacant land are primarily proposed to augment the Bryan Creek corridor. The
southern portion could also be developed into active recreational or visitor use.

f.

Along Robertson Street
These two portions of vacant land are proposed to be developed into green links between the Visitor
Information Centre, East Park and Bryan Creek corridor, incorporating indigenous planting and a
recreational trail connection.

g.

Between town lots and the golf course
This area is an opportunity for an arboretum-type parkland, which would extend the scope of the Peter
Francis Points Arboretum, connect the town and the golf course and form part of Coleraine’s green
frame.

h.

At old railway reserve
The Framework supports the creation of a Rail Trail to Hamilton as envisaged by the Railtrails
Australia Organisation and sponsored by the former Department of Natural Resources and
Environment and Parks Victoria.
Indigenous multistorey vegetation is proposed along the trail, allowing views to the surrounding
countryside.
The trail should be reserved for walking and cycling only. Horse riding is not recommended, since
horse droppings may spread environmental weeds.

i.

Vacant lot at the corner of Whyte and Winter St
The vacant lot at the corner of Whyte and Winter Streets is proposed to be developed as a 'garden'
type central park, but with an indigenous planting theme as a link to the Arboretum. Seats, picnic sets,
rubbish bins, shelters, play equipment and suitable lighting are important features.
The lot is large enough to accommodate these, as well as visitor parking at the rear. An outdoor art
exhibition space could be included, perhaps with changing installations (especially in conjunction
proposal 15—‘Arts Facility’ described below).

j.

Southern creek corridor
The creek reserve running diagonally between Lesser Street and the Arboretum is proposed to be
developed as a recreational trail with plantings reflecting those along Bryan Creek.
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In addition to the specific proposals above, any available vacant lot should be considered for conversion to
public open space as a series of pocket parks throughout the town. Ideally, there would be at least one small
public park for each two blocks. These could have different themes and purposes depending on location—a
resting place, a playground, a thematic garden, an orchard, etc.

14. FIRST WANNON SHIRE OFFICES
The first Wannon Shire Offices and the adjoining Temperance Hall are important heritage buildings
that are unfortunately underused. This may eventually lead to their structural deterioration.
The Framework proposes that these buildings could be used to house a museum and (or) exhibition
space, while still being able to provide space for community activities and gatherings. Apparently there
is an incentive to relocate a car museum on the premises, but a business plan is essential to
appropriately divide the space for different uses. The future use of the adjacent car yard should also
be considered in conjunction with the functional planning of these buildings.

15. FORMER CLOTHES SHOP
The otherwise unfortunate closure of the clothes shop in this imposing building next to the Eucalyptus
Centre opens up the possibility to convert it to an arts facility, for example. The building is as such
large enough to be able to accommodate exhibitions, performances, poetry readings, associated
offices and such. Its internal plan has, however, not been available for the preparation of this
Framework, so an audit of the spaces, their suitability for various purposes and their safety for public
purposes (including fire safety) needs to be undertaken.

16. CARAVAN PARK—IMPROVEMENT OR RELOCATION
a.

Improvement or relocation
The Framework proposes that the service standard of the existing caravan park be substantially
improved to provide an attractive option for visitors to stay. Another option would be to relocate the
caravan park to a more spacious location. Such suggestions were put forward in the community
consultation process. It is recommended that a feasibility plan be prepared to identify opportunities
and weigh the options on a cost–benefit basis.

b.

New signed route to caravan park and improved entry to Queens Park
The existence of a caravan park in Coleraine is currently not obvious, due to the lack of sufficient
directional signage. Regardless of where it will eventually be, an appropriately signed route to it should
be established. For now, the Framework proposes establishing such signage from Whyte Street via
Read and Turnbull Streets.
Winter Street towards Queen Park is currently not inviting and should be improved to include the
features proposed in this Framework.

17. SHOWGROUNDS—ADDITIONAL TREE PLANTING
The Framework proposes increasing the amenity of the Showgrounds though perimeter planting
similar to that around the golf course.

18. INTERPRETATIONAL AND DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE AND INFORMATION
Information boards and (or) plaques are proposed to mark and provide information about significant
historical and environmental sites and heritage buildings.
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Information about points of interest, both as a map sign at selected locations, such as the town
entries, the Visitor Information Centre and the Eucalyptus Centre, and as a handout in suitable
locations, such as the centres, hotels, the Post Office and the Newsagency, should be made available.
The map could also outline loop routes that connect places of interest.
Improved directional signage is important, particularly to inform visitors of the recommended routes to
take to places of interest—both those who travel by car and those who prefer to walk or cycle.
For consistency and clarity, an integrated signage plan needs to be prepared to cover both the
information to be presented and the physical design and construction of the information structures, be
they on building walls, embedded in the footpath, or standing as separate structures.
The signage concept is not shown in Figure 41—‘Capital Works’, since it needs detailed investigation,
design and negotiation outside the scope of this Framework.

19. PUBLIC TOILETS
The existing ones in public parks, the Peter Francis Points Arboretum and the Eucalyptus Discovery
Centre should be maintained in good, clean condition, well lit and open at all times, and new ones
established where deemed appropriate as a part of improving the public open space network.
Proposed future locations for any new public toilets are not shown in Figure 41—‘Capital Works’, since
their establishment needs detailed investigation, design and negotiation outside the scope of this
Framework.

PRIORITISATION OF THE PROPOSED CAPITAL WORKS PROJECTS
The proposed capital works are divided into four categories of priority and funding:
•

Vital projects—these should be carried out in the next two to four years to give the town the facelift it
requires to attract residents, visitors, businesses and investment.

•

High priority projects—these should be carried out in the next five to ten years.

•

Medium priority projects—these should be carried out in the next five to fifteen years.

•

Low priority projects—these should be carried out within the next 20 years, based on the future growth
pattern, arising opportunities and changing needs. They can be happen sooner, if a synergetic
opportunity arises from, say, the carrying out of related works.

Regarding street tree planting, Whyte, Winter, Henty and Pilleau Streets (important commercial and civic
spines) have a high priority. Landscaping and other improvements to residential streets and framing streets
are of a lower priority and can be staged to allow street tree planting without the other proposed streetscape
works, provided that an overall design is first prepared to take into account all intended works.
Regardless of the proposed category of priority, many of the projects require incremental implementation
over a number of years. Some of the projects are not able to be shown in the drawings. Refer to the
Framework document sections 4 and 5 for details of these.

VITAL PROJECTS
Vital projects are those that can most improve the image, presentation and visual legibility of the town. These
are improvements to:
•

town entrances (Proposals 1 & 2b),

•

Whyte and Winter Streets (Proposals 2a & 2c), and
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Eucalyptus Discovery Centre (Proposal 3).

HIGH PRIORITY PROJECTS
High priority projects are those that improve the functionality, amenity and visitor-friendliness of the town as
a whole. These are improvements to:
•

Bryan Creek (Proposal 5),

•

Arboretum entrances (Proposals 10c, 10d & 10e),

•

the swimming pool (Proposal 12),

•

picnic facilities throughout (Figure 41).

Establishing the following is also of a high priority:
•

skate park (Proposal 9c),

•

central park at the corner of Whyte and Winter Streets (Proposal 13i),

•

directional and interpretational signage throughout (several proposals), and

•

plant propagation area at the current Council depot (Proposal 11d)—this project is proceeding.

The following projects are currently being negotiated and should be supported:
•

the establishment of a museum at the first Wannon Shire Offices building (Proposal 14), and

•

the establishment of an arts facility at the former clothes shop in Whyte Street (Proposal 15).

MEDIUM PRIORITY PROJECTS
Medium priority projects are those that primarily increase the amenity of the town for its residents. These are:
•

improvements to the Arboretum (proposals 10a & 10b),

•

improvements to the Railway Station area including the Community Park (Proposal 11a & 11b),

•

improvements to, or possible relocation of the caravan park and improvements to Winter Street north
area, (Proposal 16a),

•

Henty Street streetscape works and tree planting (Proposal 1d),

•

Pilleau Street streetscape works and tree planting (Proposal 2e),

•

Turnbull Street streetscape works and tree planting (Proposal 2f),

•

establishment of an interconnected trail network (Figure 36),

•

street upgrades to residential streets including footpaths and street tree planting (Proposal 4 & Figures
36, 37 & 38) starting with streets that connect community facilities and retirement villages to each other
and the township core,

•

establishment of pocket parks (Proposal 13),

•

establishment of recreational reserves between Turnbull Street and Bryan Creek (Proposals 13d & 13e),

•

establishment of a rail trail (Proposal 13 h), and

•

improvement of existing public toilets and construction of new ones where required (Proposal 19).

LESS URGENT PROJECTS
Less urgent projects are improvements to places and networks which work reasonably well in their current
state, but would benefit from improvements. These are:

Implementation Strategy

September 2003

57

Coleraine Urban Design Framework
•

4D form

street upgrades to Robertson, Payne and Cameron Streets and the street south of Peter Francis Points
Arboretum, including street tree planting (Proposal 4b & Figures 36, 37 & 38),

•

enhancement of West Park, East Park and Queens Park (Proposals 6, 7 & 8),

•

improvements to the oval and tennis court areas north of Turnbull Street (Proposals 9a & 9b),

•

establishment of additional new public open space (Proposals 13a, 13b, 13c, 13f, 13g &13j), and

•

providing resting places along the north-south streets (Figure 37).

PLANNING ACTIONS
Refer to Section 3 of this document for a more detailed discussion on opportunities and potentials and
proposed urban design parameters for development.
The Framework proposes for the Council’s future planning practice to increasingly incorporate urban design
considerations in strategy-, policy- and decision-making based on the suggestions presented in this
document, such as:
•

Amendments to the Southern Grampians Planning Scheme, including the Municipal Strategic Statement
and Local Policies.

•

Detailed policy development regarding desired urban design outcomes, particularly for the public realm
and its interface with the private realm, including a preferred colour scheme, setback and verandah
policy, street furniture policy and outdoor café guidelines for Whyte Street.

•

Preparation of coordinated masterplans and strategies for key improvement areas to guide development,
particularly for:
• Queens Park,
• Peter Francis Points Arboretum,
• the Railway Station area including the Community Park,
• development of the proposed green network, liaising with landowners,
• placement of street furniture, and
• lighting.

•

Liaising with neighbouring Councils to jointly develop thematic and educational environmental routes and
trails, within the region and to define the strategic and service roles for the towns located close to each
other. Particular opportunities regarding trails are:
• the Rail Trail,
• the Major Mitchell Trail,
• the First Steeplechase Trail, and
• heritage trails.

•

Liaising with VicRoads to improve the condition and amenity of the roads that connect the towns and
recreational attractions within the region.

•

Considering strategies for environmental sustainability, such as revegetation, increasing water flows and
the potential to use gray water in irrigation of plantings on public and private land, in cooperation with the
relevant Authorities.

•

Preparation of a comprehensive heritage conservation strategy and a program for the future use of
important historic buildings and the maintenance of historic sites.

•

Preparation of integrated street furniture, signage and lighting plans.
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Preparation of an integrated community and civic facilities management plan to ensure the mutual
complementarity and survival of important facilities, including at least:
• the Visitor Information Centre,
• the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre,
• the Historical Society,
• the Community Bank,
• The first Wannon Shire Offices and Temperance Hall,
• the Swimming Pool, and
• the existing sports pavilions.

•

Training of statutory planning staff to give increased emphasis to key urban design objectives, principles
and strategies in considering planning applications.

MANAGEMENT AND PROMOTIONAL ACTIONS
Refer to Section 3 of this document for a more detailed discussion on opportunities and potentials for
coordinated management and township promotion.
The Council’s future management and promotional activities should ensure continued adherence to Best
Practice principles in coordinating actions and in the construction and management of the public realm,
including adherence to the principles of Environmentally Sustainable Design and the requirements of the
Disability Discrimination Act. The promotion of Coleraine as a particular lifestyle location and advice
regarding a sustainable lifestyle to residents are also important issues. Particular Framework suggestions
are:
•

Promoting Coleraine as an attractive location for living, visiting and conducting business, emphasising its
specific environmental, heritage and community assets.

•

Coordinating and programming of the preparation of detailed design, development and construction
plans for streetscape and open space improvements identified in this Framework document.

•

Encouraging and providing advice on ecological sustainability, the use of solar energy, permaculture
practices, the use of local, native plant species suited to the local soil and climate, and agricultural and
resource management practices that assist in curbing and reducing salinity.

•

Preparing a business management strategy and incentives to:
• concentrate retail services in Whyte Street between Gage and Henty Streets,
• facilitate an increased occupancy of vacant shops in Whyte Street,
• encourage automotive industries to relocate from Whyte and Turnbull Streets into the areas zoned for
industrial purposes,
• encourage shopkeepers to offer good quality coffee and tea, and more variety in prepared food, and
• assist in the re-establishment of a bakery in the town, perhaps in conjunction with a tea room or café.

•

Investigating the potential to recycle and (or) redevelop vacant premises in Whyte Street, outside the
commercial core, for community or residential use.

•

Investigating opportunities to establish more upmarket visitor accommodation in the town centre,
including opportunities to make phone calls and connect to the Internet and e-mail from the room.

•

Encouraging and providing incentives to landowners to keep their buildings and surrounds in good
repair, particularly along the identified commercial and civic spines.
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Coordinating the activities of the Eucalyptus Discovery Centre, Visitor Information Centre and Historical
Society premises and formalise their opening hours and the availability of visitor information.

•

Establishing educational programs, particularly for schoolchildren, regarding local natural history and
heritage, to instil a sense of pride about the town and region.

•

Organise and maintain community-based programs for keeping Coleraine a clean town and for
environmental activities, such as planting and weed-clearing at the ecologically important public spaces.

STREET AND PARK FURNITURE AND MATERIALS
The visual consistency of materials and items in public spaces is paramount for creating a consistent,
identifiable streetscape image for Coleraine. A restrained, stylistically neutral range of street furniture and
street lighting is proposed to this end, also considering the ease of maintenance, replacement and
affordability.
The current Whyte Street paving at the township’s commercial core is proposed to be retained, extending the
main street treatment to adjoining street sections, but using asphalt as the footpath material, possibly with a
brick edge. The existing street furniture in Whyte Street is of a high quality and contemporary style. This
approach should be continued, avoiding imitation heritage styles.
Refer to Capital Works Proposal 2.
Pedestrian-quality asphalt paving with well-constructed concrete kerbs and channels are recommended for
Winter, Henty, Turnbull and Pilleau Streets, which provide important connectivity between open spaces and
civic nodes. The same applies to Lesser Street as an important connection to the Peter Francis Points
Arboretum.
Residential streets should be incrementally provided with concrete slab footpaths, separated from the
carriageway by nature strips.
Refer to Capital Works Proposals 2 and 4.
The recommended colours for all street furniture and fittings are black for steel parts and a stained (or oiled)
finish for timber parts. Bicycle rails should be stainless steel, since they are heavily used and any painted
surface tends to crack or peel off.

SELECTION PRINCIPLES FOR STREET FURNITURE
The proposed street furniture and light fitting styles for Coleraine are based on the following principles:
•

using a neutral, simple style able to be combined with both heritage and contemporary environments
and applied both in streets and parklands,

•

choosing seats that have sealed edges for the slats to avoid injuries and corrosion,

•

favouring low-maintenance and vandal-proof materials such as aluminium, stainless steel, powdercoated
(rather than painted) steel and stained (rather than painted) timber for seats, light poles, bicycle rails and
tree guards, and cast iron for tree grids—timber seats are most appropriate so as not to overcool in
winter or overheat in summer,

•

favouring a limited number of ground-level attachment points to facilitate ground-level cleaning and lawn
mowing, and

•

installing covered rubbish and recycling bins to limit access by birds and animals.

Refer to Figure 43—‘Proposed Street Furniture’, which depicts a series of furniture styles considered
appropriate for Coleraine.
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 CIVIC STREET WORKS
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e Pilleau St civic axis
f Turnbull St town & park interface
g McLeod St reconnection
 EUCALYPTUS DISCOVERY CENTRE
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e coach / car parking for visitors (on street)

 RAILWAY STATION AREA
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c new signed route to Visitor Information Centre

d new plant propagation area at depot site
 SWIMMING POOL
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 NEW PUBLIC OPEN SPACE—GREEN
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Timber slat bench for parklands

Schoolyard / sportsgrouns bench with slats of recycled plastic

Timber slat schoolyard / sportsgrounds bench

Timber slat park bench

BENCH STYLE OPTIONS

PROPOSED STREET FURNITURE
SEAT STYLE OPTIONS

Steel framed street seats

Easy maintenance chess set for eg town square
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Figure  — Proposed Peter Francis Points Arboretum Pedestrian Entry
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BUS SHELTER AND SHADE OPTIONS
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Lightweight metal furniture such as here
indicatively pictured is recommended for
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Dome top powdercoated bollard a choice of
colours is available

Standard galwanised bollards various sizes

Lightweight weathershade structure for ex
posed playgrounds and picnic areas

Alternative style with weather protection
one bay only recommended

PROPOSED STREET FURNITURE
BIN STYLE OPTIONS

Top style recommended with timber slats; for
all styles a choice of colours is available
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Alternative light fitting with versatile fixing
options for Whyte Street

STREET LIGHT OPTION
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STREET LIGHT OPTION

Alternative simple style for Whyte Street
light fittings

Tree grate styles recommended for Whyte
Street trees on the carriageway

Bollard lights to be placed on the carriageway next to street trees suggested for Whyte Street
footpath lighting and to protect trees a simple style such as these is recommended
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WHYTE STREET LIGHT STYLE
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STREET LIGHT OPTION

Alternative elegant style for Whyte Street
light fittings
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PROPOSED LIST OF PLANT SPECIES FOR LANDSCAPING
Some of these species are pictured in Figure 38—Proposed Plant Species.

Whyte Street
Trees:
*Cut-leaf (Platanus orientalis)

exotic deciduous species

Median strip and planting beds:
Low-growing native grasses and groundcovers according to a detailed plan.

Winter and Henty Streets
*Mugga Ironbark (Eucalyptus sideroxylon)

not a local species

Nature strips :
Low-growing native grasses according to detailed plans, or lawn grass where there are no footpaths.

Pillieu Street
*Spotted Gum (Corymbia maculata)

not a local species

Nature strips:
Low-growing native grasses according to detailed plans, or lawn grass where there are no footpaths.

Glenelg Highway entries
Trees:
*Monterey Pine (Pinus radiata)

Avenue of Honour west of township
also east entry to complement / replace existing

*Monterey Cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa)

east entry corridor to complement / replace existing

*English Oak (Quercus robur)

west entry corridor to complete existing row of oaks

*Pin Oak (Quercus palustris)

west entry corridor option

*exotic deciduous species and conifers

Ground layer:
Low-growing native grasses and groundcovers according to roadside management plan.
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Portland Road entry
*Lemon-scented Gum (Corymbia citriodora)

not a local species

Ground layer:
Low-growing native grasses and groundcovers following the guidelines of Glenelg Highway roadside
management plan.

Framing streets—Robertson, Payne, Cameron and Turnbull Streets
Tree options:
*Argyle Apple (Eucalyptus cinerea sp. cinerea)

not a local species

*Kurrajong (Brachychiton populneus)

not a local species

Nature strips:
Low-growing native grasses according to detailed plans, or lawn grass where there are no footpaths.

Residential streets
Trees:
Red-flowering Yellow Gum (Eucalyptus leucoxylon)

occurs in the Grampians,
Dundas Tablelands bioregion

Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha)
*Argyle Apple (Eucalyptus cinerea sp cinerea)
Bottlebrushes (Callistemon)

prune lower branches to train as trees

—Scarlet Bottlebrush (Callistemon macropunctatus)

occurs in the Grampians, quite shrubby, red flowers

—*Weeping Bottlebrush (Callistemon viminalis)

small tree, red flowers

—*Willow Bottlebrush (Callistemon salignus)

small tree, red, pink or white flowers

—*Lemon Bottlebrush (Callistemon pallidus)

small tree, white flowers

Plums and Cherries

for wide nature strips, possible species:

—*Cherry Plum (Prunus cerasifera)
—*Sargent Cherry (Prunus sargentii)
*Apples and Crabapples (Malus sp.)

for wide nature strips, a variety of species exist

*Chestnut (Castaea sativa)
*Walnut (Juglans sp.)

a variety of species exist

*Pistachio (Pistacia chinensis)

*non-local species and fruit / nut trees (all flowering)

Nature strips:
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Low-growing native grasses according to detailed plans, or lawn grass where there are no footpaths.

Parklands
Trees:
Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha)
Drooping Sheoak (Allocasuarina verticillata)

formerly called Casuarina stricta

*Kurrajong (Brachychiton populneus)
*Argyle Apple (Eucalyptus cinerea sp cinerea)
*Cypress Pine (Callitris columellaris)

native accent species

*White Cypress Pine (Callitris glaucophylla)

native accent species

Shrubs:
Variable Prickly Grevillea (Grevillea aquifolium)

occurs in the Grampians

Varnish Wattle (Acacia verniciflua)
Cross-leaf Honeymyrtle (Melaleuca decussata)
Slender Honeymyrtle (Melaleuca gobbosa)
Scarlet Bottlebrush (Callistemon macropunctatus)

occurs in the Grampians, quite shrubby, red flowers

Sweet Bursaria (Bursaria spinosa)
Woolly Tea-tree (Leptospermum lanigerum)

Ground layer:
Low-growing native grasses and groundcovers according to detailed plans; lawn in active areas.

Bryan Creek
Trees:
Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon)
Drooping Sheoak (Allocasuarina verticillata)

formerly called Casuarina stricta

Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha)
River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis)
Swamp Gum (Eucalyptus ovata)

Shrubs:
Cross-leaf Honeymyrtle (Melaleuca decussata)
Silver Banksia (Banksia marginata)
Sweet Bursaria (Bursaria spinosa)
Variable Prickly Grevillea (Grevillea aquifolium)

occurs in the Grampians

Varnish Wattle (Acacia verniciflua)
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Ground layer:
Black-anther Flax-lily (Dianella revoluta)
Clustered Rush (Juncus vaginatus)
Common Grass-sedge (Carex breviculmus)
Common Tussock-grass (Poa labillardierei)
Kangaroo Grass (Themeda triandra)
Red Parrot-pea (Dillwynia hispidia)

Refer also to the Draft Glenelg Hopkins Native Vegetation Plan, 2000.
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