
‘main street’
The ‘main street’ guidelines apply to development which fronts Parker 
Street between Templeton and Dunlop Streets. This area forms the 
commercial core of Dunkeld and as such, will have a different character 
to other areas within the township. It is the intention of these guidelines 
to promote a form which supports the consolidation of activity in this 
area, while protecting the important character elements and viewlines 
which exist in Dunkeld today. Of particular importance are the views of 
the Grampians to the north and west which are freely available along 
this corridor. The guidelines also seek to allow the maintenance of 
the diversity of forms which currently define this area. The main street 
of Dunkeld will continue to be in-filled and a diversity of commercial 
opportunities developed. The consequential increase in activity 
this consolidation provides will be further encouraged through the 
maintenance of high levels of pedestrian amenity and the development 
of public realm improvements outlined in the Dunkeld Structure Plan 
(2012) and the Dunked Urban Design Framework (2002).
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main street design objectives:
To maintain the rural town character of Parker Street and reinforce the low profile of buildings to either side of the main street.
To ensure that development in Parker Street supports the traditional rhythm of the town and presents an active street address.
To maintain a diversity of building side and front setbacks along the streetscape that allow for garden frontages and views 
through to the broader landscape.
To support a highly amenable and attractive Main Street spine along Parker Street with an emphasis on the pedestrian 
experience.

overarching guidelines
 > New development must be of high quality and designed 

with respect for the rural town and landscape character of 
the setting.

 > New development of both the private and public realm 
should be subservient to the broad landscape character of 
the Grampians and the open pastoral land.

 > Site design should wherever possible avoid the removal of 
native canopy vegetation, particularly river red gums.

 > Architectural design within the township should this adopt 
a design theme and palette drawn from the existing rural 
qualities of the setting.

access
 > Pedestrian access to properties fronting Parker Street 

should be available directly from the Parker Street 
footpath, with secondary access provided to the rear.

 > New vehicle crossovers to Parker Street should be 
discouraged in favour of rear access where this is 
required.

 > Service and delivery vehicles should rely on the street 
frontage, however this should be limited to short term 
periods.

 > Where side setbacks applied, the potential for through 
block pedestrian linkages in particular to the northern Salt 
Creek should be encouraged.

dunkeld structure plan
urban design guidelines
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streetscape and facades
 > Support contemporary infill design that draws on the form 

and structure of the traditional building stock.
 > The new retail development set to the street frontage 

should include large areas of glazing to activate the street.
 > New development addressing the street front should 

include weather protection in the form of canopy levered 
awnings. New post supported awnings are discouraged.

 > The entries to new retail buildings should be clearly 
marked and include DDA compliant access.

 > New retail form should present a clear single storey 
parapet to the street front.

 > Non-retail buildings may include setbacks for the provision 
of landscape behind semitransparent or open fencing. 
Solid front fencing on boundaries is discouraged.

 > All existing and future infrastructure within Parker Street 
should be located underground.

building height
 > Maintenance of the existing single storey profile of the 

main street is preferred.
 > Any upper level or double storey form should be contained 

within a roof profile, or designed as a split level on slope 
so as to be recessive in appearance.

 > Development on the north side of Parker Street must be 
one storey unless it can be demonstrated that there will be 
no impact on existing views to the mountains. 

 > Upper level decks or viewing platforms could be 
completely contained within the roof form to protect 
existing public and private view lines.
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sustainability
 > Apply sustainability principles in the design and operation 

of new development in Parker Street.
 > Adopt passive and active sustainability measures in both 

the public and private realms including the collection and 
storage of stormwater on site and the incorporation of 
photo voltaic panels.
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setbacks
 > New retail development should present an active street 

frontage set hard to the street frontage wherever possible 
to ensure a positive interface with the streetscape.

 > Some variation in front setbacks for commercial and other 
non-retail uses within the main street are supported, 
subject to the provision of frontage landscape treatments.
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 > Awnings may extend into the public realm up to 0.75m 
from the kerb edge

 > Frontage car parking or service areas presenting to Parker 
Street are to be avoided.

 > Retail development fronting Parker Street should generally 
be set to side boundary and attached. Non-retail uses 
may incorporate side setbacks to the support views and 
landscaping.

materials and roof form
 > All new buildings in Parker Street should adopt a materials 

palette drawn from the prevailing finishes found in Parker 
Street, including limited use of render, timber detailing and 
the use of natural stone and brick.

 > Roof form is varied in streetscape, however the prevailing 
character includes pitched gabled end forms with ridges 
aligned perpendicular to the Street. Flat and all skillion 
roofs are also supported in aid of long views towards the 
Grampians ranges.

 > The use of contemporary materials and their application 
is strongly encouraged as long as they are harmoniously 
applied as they present to the public realm.
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public domain
 > Ensure the retention existing red gum and red flowering 

gum vegetation within Parker Street through installation of 
formal timber tree guards for protection.

 > Establish understorey planting beneath Parker Street 
trees with flowering shrub and native grass effects.

 > Treat the existing Parker Street carriageway so as to 
distinguish between the primary thoroughfare and the 
defined areas for parking. This may be addressed through 
colour and/or surface textures applied to parking areas.

 > All infrastructures including services should be contained 
underground within the service trenches and pits and not 
divisible within the public realm.

 > Establish consistent footpath surface treatments to the 
length of Parker Street within the core commercial area 
and incorporate natural stone curb and channel effects 
in place of the existing concrete condition. Sensitive 
substitutes may also be acceptable

signage and lighting
 > Integrate signage into building design, so it does 

not compromise the integrity of the streetscape. No 
illuminated or dynamic signage is permitted.

 > Signage should be limited to fascia treatments and under 
awning panel signs.

 > No freestanding street or pole signs should be permitted 
within Parker Street.

 > Illumination of building facades is acceptable where any 
lighting devise is well integrated into the facade design.

 > Lighting within the public realm should be restrained 
and where possible of a pedestrian scale. Tall pole flood 
lighting is discouraged.

 > Any new public street lighting or associated fixtures 
should where possible be solar powered.
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