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Potential tree replacement species for street trees and 
ornamental trees with the park
An arborist assessed the existing vegetation within Tarrington 
as a part of the investigations toward the preparation of this 
Structure Plan. The work of the arborist also included making 
recommendations regarding future street tree planting works 
within the town, which are included below.

Large trees 
Fraxinus excelsior (European Ash) – In some communities this 

species is considered to be an environmental weed, however 
it has been successful in providing a healthy and dominant 
impact on the landscape at this site and is a relatively stable 
and easily maintained street tree. Can be easily pruned around 
powerlines. 

Corymbia maculata (Spotted Gum) – While not indigenous to this 
area, there are several examples of successful plantings in this 
area. This tree will provide a strong impact on the landscape 
and is a relatively stable and easily maintained street tree. Not 
generally recommended for planting under powerlines due 
to the long distance between branch unions that reduce the 
ability to appropriately prune. 

Agonis flexuosa (Willow Myrtle) – Also not indigenous to the area, 
but there are some examples of successful plantings in this 
area. As there are generally wide nature strips in this township 
the spreading form of this tree should not be a problem and 
they are generally easy to maintain around powerlines. 

Corymbia ficifolia (Red Flowering Gum) – Also not indigenous to 
the area, but there are some examples of successful plantings 
in this area, including some mature specimens in the northern 
part of the park. As there are generally wide nature strips in 
this township the spreading form of this tree should not be a 
problem. 

Eucalyptus ovata (Swamp Gum) - This is an indigenous species 
that can create a strong impact on the landscape. This species 
has not undergone the tree breeding to reduce the incidence 
of structural issues that other common street trees have, 
although the wide nature strips and generally low target 
occupancy make this of less concern. 

APPENDIX A
Medium trees 
Callistemon viminalis (Weeping Bottlebrush) - While not indigenous 

to this area this species is likely to be successful in this area. 
This species is a relatively stable and easily maintained street 
tree. Can be easily pruned around powerlines. 

Acacia dealbata (Silver Wattle) - This is an indigenous species that 
can is fast growing and can create an impact on the landscape 
in a short period of time. This species has not undergone the 
tree breeding to reduce the incidence of structural issues that 
other common street trees have, but the small size of the tree 
(i.e. no large branches) make this of less concern. 

Acacia pycnantha (Golden Wattle) - This is an indigenous species 
that can is fast growing and can create an impact on the 
landscape in a short period of time. This species has not 
undergone the tree breeding to reduce the incidence of 
structural issues that other common street trees have, but the 
small size of the tree (i.e. no large branches) make this of less 
concern.
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APPENDIX B
Commonly occurring species in local vegetation 
communities

Trees and large shrubs
Acacia pycnantha    Golden Wattle 
Acacia paradoxa    Hedge Wattle
Eucalyptus camaldulensis   River Red Gum

Herbs grasses and groundcovers
Acaena echinata    Sheep’s Burr
Astroloma humifusum   Cranberry Heath
Austrodanthonia caespitosa   Common Wallaby-grass
Austrodanthonia racemosa var. racemosa  Clustered Wallaby-grass
Austrodanthonia setacea   Bristly Wallaby-grass
Austrostipa bigeniculata   Kneed Spear-grass
Austrostipa mollis    Supple Spear-grass
Bossiaea prostrata    Creeping Bossiaea
Calocephalus citreus    Lemon Beauty-heads
Convolvulus erubescens   Blushing Bindweed
Dichelachne crinite    Long-hair Plume-grass
Dichondra repens    Kidney-weed
Elymus scaber var. scaber   Common Wheat-grass 
Eryngium ovinum    Blue Devil
Gonocarpus tetragynus   Common Raspwort
Hydrocotyle laxiflora    Stinking Pennywort
Leptorhynchos squamatus   Scaly Buttons
Lobelia pratioides    Poison Lobelia
Microlaena stipoides var. Stipoides  Weeping Grass
Microtis unifolia    Common Onion-orchid
Oxalis perennans    Yellow Wood-sorrel
Pimelea humilis    Common Rice-flower
Rumex dumosus    Wiry Dock
Solenogyne dominii    Smooth Solenogyne
Themeda triandra    Kangaroo grass
Thelymitra pauciflora    Slender Sun-orchid

Ephemeral wetland plants
Schoenus apogon    Common Bog-sedge

Additional species appropriate for wetland planting in 
Tarrington include:
Carex appressa    Tall Sedge
Crassula helmsii    Swamp Crassula 
Ficinia nodosa    Knobby Club-rush
Gahnia sieberiana    Red-fruit Saw-sedge
Juncus amabilis    Hollow Rush
Juncus pallidus    Pale Rush
Juncus planifolius    Broad-leaf Rush
Juncus procerus    Tall Rush

Local sources indicate that the following indigenous or naturalised 
tree species are also important within Tarrington and its 
surrounds. There is significant crossover between this list and the 
trees listed in the higher rainfall variant of Plains Grassy Woodland  
(EVC 55_63). There are also reports of the existence of a locally 
endemic hybrid between Eucalyptus ovata and Eucalyptus viminalis, 
which lends weight to the importance of propagating from local 
provenance seed.

Acacia mearnsii    Black Wattle
Acacia melanoxylon    Blackwood
Eucalyptus ovata    Swamp Gum
Eucalyptus viminalis    Manna Gum

Further species indigenous to the broader Southern Grampians 
Shire recommended for use by Council for garden usage that 
may be useful in establishing robust and attractive plantings in 
Tarrington are:

Arthropodium strictum    Chocolate lily
Bulbine bulbosa     Bulbine lily
Chrysocephalum apiculatum    Common everlasting
Cynoglossum suaveolens    Sweet hounds tongue
Dianella species     Flax lilies
Goodenia ovata     Shrub goodenia
Goodenia ovata     Ground cover goodenia
Microseris sp     Yam daisy
Ptilotus macrocephalus    Feather heads
Stylidium graminifolium    Trigger plant
Vittadinia species     New Holland daisy
Wahlenbergia species    Native bluebell
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Consultation activities
The following provides an overview of key consultation activities 
and initiatives.  These were underpinned by the extensive research 
undertaken in the Background Report adopted by Council in May 
2013. 

Laternenfest 2012
Laternenfest is an annual event held in Tarrington during 
November to welcome the start of Advent and traditionally, to 
celebrate St Martin who was known for his generosity of spirit, 
and for bringing light into poor people’s lives, symbolised by the 
lights of the lantern parade held as part of the event.  The event 
attracts over 1,000 participants including locals, residents and 
visitors who also come to Tarrington to see the display of hay 
bale sculptures that from part of the community’s Christmas 
celebrations.  

APPENDIX C
The 2012 event was seen as timely opportunity to open up 
the conversation with the Tarrington community and visitors.  
The event was attended by the project team and Council 
representatives and included a display plans and maps of the 
current land use and features of Tarrington to act as discussion 
starters.  The first project bulletin was also available to attendees 
who could also provide ideas and aspirations for Tarrington 
through a community postcard.  

Community engagement included an 
information stall at the Laternenfest  

celebrations.
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Project bulletins
To raise awareness of the project with Tarrington residents and 
the wider region, a series of project bulletins were developed 
and made available from community outlets, mail, email, Council’s 
website and the Hello Tarrington Facebook page.  The bulletins 
provided progress reports, summary of project findings and details 
of upcoming project activities and engagement. 

Tarrington 
STRUCTURE PLAN

COMMUNITY BULLETIN TWO
Project underway!
The Tarrington Structure Plan project is well underway!
This project will guide the future development of 
the town in relation to land use, open space and the 
provision of infrastructure. The plan will seek to ensure 
that Tarrington retains its unique character while 
fostering sustainable living.
A range of valuable information and exciting ideas 
were captured at Tarrington’s Laternenfest engagement 
in November 2012. This feedback, along with other 
material, has informed the preparation of the Tarrington 
Structure Plan Draft Background Report. 
The background report will be on public exhibition for 
three weeks (see details below) to allow stakeholders 
and community members to read through the 
documents and submit comments if they feel any 
important information has been missed. 

The Tarrington Structure Plan Background Report also 
contains a draft vision for the township.  This
builds on the earlier vision for the town and re ects the 
feedback from surveys and from people who attended 
the Laternenfest engagement event.

‘Tarrington Talks’ workshop
On Sunday 24th February from 11am , the community 
is invited to participate in a workshop designed to bring 
major stakeholders and the community together at one 
time to discuss, develop and draw possible planning and 
design outcomes for Tarrington.  (This will be followed 
by meetings with service authorities the following day). 
Through a structured workshop process, participants 
will assist in investigating options for Tarrington through 
design and debate.  

We’ll provide the pens, paper and plans, and you bring 
along ideas.

As a starting point for discussions, the key issues and 
opportunities arising from the work already undertaken 
have been summarised on the plan overleaf. 

What: ‘Tarrington Talks’ workshop

When: Sunday 24th February, from 11am

Where: Tarrington Lutheran School, 
7901 Hamilton Highway, Tarrington

Why: To review the outcomes of the analysis phases 
of the project, and to put pen to paper to come 
up with ideas for the future of Tarrington.  All 
welcome!

RSVP:  Daniel Pech, Southern Grampians Shire Council 
(ph 03 5573 0218, 
dpech@sthgrampians.vic.gov.au)

Phase 1
•  Inception & 

Review

Phase 2
•  Background
•  Workshops/

Consultation 
with the 
community

Phase 3
•  Visioning
•  Technical 

Asssessments

Phase 4 - 
Draft Plan
•  Testing the plan
•  Submissions

Phase 5
• Adopting the plan
• Implementing

We are 
here Public exhibition 

of the draft

‘Tarrington Talks’ 
consultation 

(Sun 24 February)

BACKGROUND REPORT: 
EXHIBITION DETAILS

Available from: Monday 18 February to Monday 11 
March 2013
Documents: will be available electronically at
www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/TarringtonStructurePlan 
or in hard copy to view at Council Of ces (1 Market 
Place Hamilton) and at Cafe Catalpa (7921 Hamilton 
Hwy, Tarrington)
Comments: must be made in writing by 5pm, 
Monday 11th March 2011, addressed to 

Daniel Pech 
Senior Strategic Planner
Southern Grampians Shire Council
Locked Bag 685, Hamilton VIC 3300

An example of a Community Bulletin
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Community postcards
A series of community postcards were used as a way of gathering 
ideas and input into the Plan.  This initiative was seen as being 
a more user-friendly way of surveying the community rather 
than a more formal survey process.  The postcards were used to 
gather community aspirations for Tarrington to help inform the 
development of the vision as well as what people valued by their 
community and the township.  Postcards were also used to gather 
comment and feedback on the draft Plan and to ascertain what 
the community felt about consultation and engagement activities.  

Over 100 vision and aspiration theme postcards were returned.  
The overwhelming message was one of a community that values 
Tarrington for what it is, and only slight changes should be 
pursued.  These changes are more in the commercial sense, rather 
than an increase in density or change to the character of the town, 
a rural village on Hamilton’s doorstep.

Digging deeper into the results suggests that Tarrington residents 
and visitors value the rural village feel of Tarrington, and would like 
more investment in the Community Park, recreation opportunities 
in and around the tennis courts and physical connections 
throughout town.

Community Postcard.
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Camp Tarrington - enquiry by design
A program of ‘Tarrington Talks’ community engagement 
events were held to seek comment and feedback on the draft 
Background Report and also the draft Structure Plan.  Known 
as enquiry by design workshops, Camp Tarrington aimed to 
raise awareness of the principles and thinking being developed 
through presentations, displays and discussion and encourage 
people to express their ideas through actively participating in 
Plan development and design.  This process together with other 
engagement outcomes provided the basis for the development 
of the vision statement for the Plan.  This included visioning, 
prioritising of key vision statements, concept design sketches of 
particular parts of the town and discussion on possible master 
plan issues. 

The community was prompted through questions building on the 
themes contained within the postcards.  Questions included
 
• Would you support higher density or how big should 

Tarrington grow?
• What is important to you about Tarrington?
• What would you like to see change?
• How would you prefer to see Tarrington in the future?
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Master Plan workshops
After the preparation of draft master plans for 3 key areas within 
Tarrington, targeted consultation sessions were held with key 
stakeholders to discuss and fine tune the proposals. These sessions 
were held in Tarrington on the 29th and 30th May 2013.

Community Park
The community park master plan discussion was held on-site at 
the community park. There was general support for the majority 
of the recommendations. Key issues discussed included:
• Plans were tabled of a proposed extension to the existing 

clubrooms (including a toilet). The works proposed have been 
costed at approximately $90,000. The plans have been the 
subject of unsuccessful grant applications.  It was agreed that 
the extension should be shown on the master plan.   

• The meeting included a walk around parts of the site, 
particularly to demonstrate how the existing levels and 
drainage flows work with the ephemeral wetland proposed 
by the master plan. The key concerns relating to the wetland 
proposal related to ensuring that it was designed in a way that 
did not present a significant safety hazard.

• There was discussion about how the outdoor events space 
proposed for the tennis court closest to the club house 
might work for cricket spectating, and a fixed shelter and 
terraced seating were added to the plans in response to these 
discussions.

• It was agreed that two courts would be retained for tennis/
basketball, rather than the one and a half shown on the draft 
master plan tabled for discussion.

Picnic Road
The meeting to discuss the potential subdivision of the land 
owned by the Church fronting Picnic Road including the discussion 
of 3 scenarios that were presented. 

• The subdivision as proposed in a master plan prepared 
separately by the church

• A subdivision incorporating lots large enough to treat their 
own waste water on site

• A subdivision incorporating smaller lots and a shared waste 
water treatment facility (allowing a greater lot yield, but 
additional cost and complexity in subdividing the land).

The stakeholders present were not in a position to make decisions 
regarding preferred options, and were keen to keep options open 
for the church community. But discussion points included:
• The church has considered keeping one of the subdivided lots 

for new manse (and convert the existing manse building to 
educational use)

• Proximity of the new subdivision to the existing manse is an 
issue, but so is leaving a large wasted buffer zone.

• A future road link through the church land and behind the 
school was discussed, but acknowledged as a long term 
option.

Main Street
The main street master plan meeting was held at Café Catalpa, 
and included discussions with community members and the 
café operators.  There was general support for the proposals 
presented. The café operators support future commercial usage of 
the disused garage next door to the café, and may consider their 
own commercial venture in this space in the future. Based upon 
the positive feedback received, no major changes to the draft plans 
presented were required to be made.
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• Whilst there was a general view that the community does 
not have an ‘appetite for significant growth’, enhancement 
opportunities included improvements to services and 
infrastructure including footpaths and township linkages, waste 
management and recreation facilities;

• Attraction of more shops and businesses that would service 
both residents and visitors;

• Ensure that the rural feel and natural environment and 
features are maintained through moderate rather than 
accelerated growth;

• Improve pedestrian safety in key locations in the township 
including the cafe and postal shelter area, Walkenhorst Road 
and around the school and Picnic Road precinct; and

• Create opportunities to support existing and attract new 
events and community activities through the provision of 
improved community recreational assets.

Consultation learning and findings
Community values and aspirations
A number of themes emerged from the consultation and 
engagement process that directly informed project team 
thinking and the development of the Plan.  These considerations 
particularly focussed on the values and aspirations that residents 
hold in relation to their community and acknowledgement 
of the drive and energy of community members to make 
Tarrington a strong and vibrant place to live and work.  Although 
the following is not an exhaustive list of all the comments and 
feedback received, it is a summary that reflects the key issues and 
comments provided namely:

• The community value a number of aspects of Tarrington 
including the community spirit, the village feel of a small town, 
the cafe and school and being in close proximity to Hamilton;
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APPENDIX D
Relevant State & Local Policy
The preparation of the Tarrington Structure Plan is required 
to assist Council as the planning authority under the Planning 
and Environment Act 1987, in achieving the strategies and 
requirements for sustainable land use and development as outlined 
in the Planning Scheme. 

State Planning Policy Framework
The Tarrington Structure Plan should be consistent with the 
objectives and strategies in the State Planning Policy Framework in 
the Southern Grampians Planning Scheme.

The purpose of State Planning Policy is as follows:

Clause 10.02 
Operation of the State Planning Policy Framework.
The State Planning Policy Framework seeks to ensure that the 
objectives of planning in Victoria are fostered through appropriate 
land use and development planning policies and practices which 
integrate relevant environmental, social and economic factors 
in the interests of net community benefit and sustainable 
development. 

The concepts of sustainable development and net community 
benefit are of particular relevance in the application of State 
planning policies at the local government level. 

Key policy areas within the State Planning Policy Framework 
relevant to the Tarrington Structure Plan include: 

Clause 11 Settlement: 
To anticipate and respond to the needs of existing and future 
communities through the provision of zoned and serviced land for 
housing, employment, recreation and open space, commercial and 
community facilities and infrastructure. 

To facilitate sustainable development that takes full advantage 
of existing settlement patterns, and investment in transport and 
communication, water and sewerage and social facilities. 

Clause 11.02-1 Supply of urban land: 
 Plan to accommodate projected population growth over at least 
a 15 year period and provide clear direction on locations where 
growth should occur. 

Ensure the ongoing provision of land and supporting infrastructure 
to support sustainable urban development. 

Ensure that sufficient land is available to meet forecast demand. 
When planning for urban growth to consider opportunities for 
the consolidation, redevelopment and intensification of existing 
urban areas. 

Clause 11.02-3 Structure Planning:
Undertake comprehensive planning for new areas as sustainable 
communities that offer high-quality, frequent and safe local and 
regional public transport and a range of local activities for living, 
working and recreation. 

Clause 11.05-4 
Regional planning strategies and principles: 
To limit urban sprawl and direct growth into existing settlements, 
promoting and capitalising on opportunities for urban renewal and 
redevelopment. 

To encourage the development of compact urban areas which are 
based around existing or planned activity centres to maximise 
accessibility to facilities and services. 

To ensure that the potential of land that may be required for 
future urban expansion is not compromised. 

To encourage land use and development that is consistent with 
the efficient use of energy and the minimisation of greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

To develop regions and settlements which have a strong identity, 
are prosperous and are environmental sustainable. 
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Clause 12-01-1 Protection of habitat: 
To assist the protection and conservation of biodiversity, including 
native vegetation retention and provision of habitats for native 
plants and animals and control of pest plants and animals. 

Clause 13.05-1 Bushfire planning strategies and principles:
Ensure that strategic and settlement planning assists with 
strengthening community resilience to bushfire.

Consult with the relevant fire authority early in the strategic 
and settlement plan making process and implement appropriate 
bushfire protection measures.

Clause 14.01-1 Protection of agricultural land:
To protect productive farmland which is of strategic significance in 
the local or regional context. 

Clause 12.04-1 Environmentally sensitive areas:
To protect and conserve environmentally sensitive areas. 

Clause 12.04-2 Landscapes:
To protect landscapes and significant open spaces that contribute 
to character, identity and sustainable environments. 

Clause 14.02-1 Catchment planning and management:
To assist the protection and, where possible, restoration of 
catchments, waterways, water bodies, groundwater and the marine 
environment. 

Clause 15 Built environment and heritage: 
To achieve high quality urban design and architecture that: 

Contributes positively to local urban character and sense of place. 
Reflects the particular characteristics, aspirations and cultural 
identity of the community. 

Enhances liveability, diversity, amenity and safety of the public 
realm. 

Promotes attractiveness of towns and cities within broader 
strategic contexts

Clause 16 Housing: 
Planning should provide for housing diversity, and ensure the 
efficient provision of supporting infrastructure. 

New housing should have access to services and be planned for 
long term sustainability, including walkability to activity centres, 
public transport, schools and open space. 

Planning for housing should include providing land for affordable 
housing. 

Clause 16.02-1 Rural residential development: 
 Manage development in rural areas to protect agriculture and 
avoid inappropriate rural residential development. 

Ensure land is not zoned for rural living or rural residential 
development if it will encroach on high quality productive 
agricultural land or adversely impact on waterways or other 
natural resources. 

Ensure land is only zoned for rural living or rural residential 
development where it is located close to existing towns and urban 
centres, but not in areas that will be required for fully serviced 
urban development. 

Clause 17.01-1 Business: 
To encourage development which meet community’s needs for 
retail, entertainment, office and other commercial services and 
provide net community benefit in relation to accessibility, efficient 
infrastructure use and the aggregation and sustainability of 
commercial facilities. 

Clause 18 Transport: 
To create a safe and sustainable transport system by integrating 
land use and transport. 

To promote the use of sustainable personal transport. 

To integrate planning for cycling with land use and development 
planning and encourage as alternative modes of transport. 
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Clause 19.02-3 Cultural facilities:
To develop a strong cultural environment and increase access to 
arts, recreation and other cultural facilities.

Clause 19.02-5 Distribution of social and cultural 
infrastructure:
To provide fairer distribution of and access to of social and 
cultural infrastructure.

Clause 19.03-1 Development contributions plans:
To facilitate the timely provision of planned infrastructure to 
communities through the preparation and implementation of 
development contributions plans.

Clause 19.03-2 Water supply, sewerage and drainage: 
To plan for the provision of water supply, sewerage and drainage 
services that efficiently and effectively meet State and community 
needs and protect the environment. 
 
Local Planning Policy Framework
Key policy areas within the new-format Municipal Strategic 
Statement adopted by Council via Amendment C25 relevant to 
the Structure Plan are outlined below.

Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS)
The new MSS includes a number of key issues, objectives and 
strategies that are relevant to and will be reinforced in the 
preparation of the Tarrington Structure Plan, including the 
following:

21.01-4 Southern Grampians Shire Council Plan 2009 – 2013 
The Shire’s vision is to be Australia’s most liveable provincial 
community. 

This is supported by the objectives to:
• Provide the people of the Southern Grampians Shire with the 

highest standards of good governance.
• Plan for and foster economic growth and prosperity.
• Ensure a wide range of quality services are available to our 

community.
• Help communities in our Shire feel strong and safe.
• Pursue environmental sustainability in our Shire.

This Clause states the Council Vision for the Shire as quoted from 
the Southern Grampians Shire Council Plan 2009-2013. Whilst the 
Background Report does not make any final recommendations, 
it will lay the foundations for further investigations and technical 
assessments which will help inform the key directions of the 
Structure Plan. The Background Report seeks to assist in the 
achievement of the Council vision by ensuring that the key 
directions for the Structure Plan, which will inform the Plan’s final 
recommendations, strategies and future actions, are in accordance 
with the Council Vision.

21.02-1 Activity centres
This Clause will help inform the economic development/
investment opportunities study to be completed during the next 
phase of the Structure Plan process, and provides direction around 
the location and form of commercial activity within the Shire. 

This Clause lists the hierarchy of key activity centres as per the 
Southern Grampians Retail Strategy, 2011, as follows:

• Hamilton (Community Centre);
• Penshurst, Coleraine, Balmoral and Tarrington 

(Neighbourhood centres); and
• Cavendish, Byaduk, Branxholme and Glenthompson (Local 

centres). 
• Whilst Tarrington’s economic role is not regarded in 

the above hierarchy of activity centres, the Economic 
Development Strategy Background Report states, “Tarrington, 
will continue as a satellite town to Hamilton, with options 
for some boutique cafes/restaurants, and possible produce 
outlets.” (p.59, Geografia 2011). The Background Report 
expands on the opportunities and constraints for these, and 
other, economic development opportunities in Tarrington.

21.02-2 Urban growth
Planning for urban growth in the Shire must take account of 
various opportunities and constraints, and seek to provide 
effective and efficient development outcomes. 
This Clause also outlines a number of key issues to be considered 
as part of Council planning for urban growth within the Shire 
which are of particular relevance to the Tarrington Structure Plan, 
including:
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Key Issues
• Coordinating infrastructure provision.
• Limiting development that is incompatible with agriculture.
• Managing urban growth to support the agricultural base of the 

Shire. 
• Providing for a variety of lifestyles. 

This Clause also contains strategies which provide local direction 
around how these issues are to be addressed and considered 
within the context of the Structure Plan.

21.02-3 Open space, recreation and leisure
This Clause outlines local issues, objectives and strategies in 
relation to the provision of open space, recreation and sporting 
facilities, and draws heavily from Council’s Leisure Services 
Strategic Plan (Stratcorp Consulting Pty Ltd, 2006). Whilst all of 
these should be taken into consideration during the preparation 
of the Structure Plan, the following issues and strategies are of 
particular relevance:

Key issues
• Projected population growth is not likely to generate 

significant new demand for sport and recreation facilities, and 
parks and open space. 

• The continued ageing of the population will increase the 
demand for unstructured passive leisure and recreation 
pursuits. 

• Passive open space and lifestyle opportunities can be 
enhanced by better use of landscape and natural features.  

Strategies
• Give priority to the provision of leisure facilities and services 

that cater for both Shire-wide and local level needs. 
• Ensure open space, recreation and sporting facilities provide 

well used, relevant, safe and supportive environments for 
participants. 

• Provide a range of open space and recreational facilities within 
all townships. 

• Ensure all new residential areas are linked to and integrated 
with the Shire’s strategic leisure network grid (comprising 
open space, parks, bicycle paths, footpaths, shared use trails 
and recreation/sporting facilities

• Enhance the use of landscape and natural features as passive 
open space and lifestyle attractions. 

 
Clause 21.03-1 Environment
This Clause outlines numerous strategies relating to the 
protection and management of the Shire’s natural resources. The 
following strategies are of particular relevance to the Structure 
Plan: 

• Ensure that land use and development take into account land 
capability. 

• Support diversification of rural land uses that are consistent 
with sustainable land and water resource management. 

• Ensure that land use and development do not compromise or 
lessen significant roadside conservation areas, stands of native 
vegetation, remnant grass areas or scar trees.

• Ensure that land use and development do not negatively 
impact on the habitat on the Eastern Barred Bandicoot and 
other threatened species. 

• Prevent the increase of areas subject to salinity. 
• Require that new land use and development do not increase 

net run-off, soil degradation, or effluent release to rivers and 
streams. 

Clause 21.03-2 Landscape
Tarrington’s landscape comprises of predominantly pastoral 
land to the north and south, with picturesque view lines to the 
Grampians (north) and the Victorian Volcanic Plains and Mt. Napier 
(south). This Clause contains a number of key issues and strategies 
relevant to the Structure Plan, which may assist in the protection 
of landscape elements which contribute to Tarrington’s lifestyle, 
tourism offer and amenity, including:

Key issues
• Protecting the landscape character of rural areas, including 

those associated with red gum plains, volcanic peaks and the 
Grampians. 

• Managing development of towns to minimise impacts on 
landscape character. 



103

Strategies
• Ensure that the design, siting, scale and appearance of 

development do not have an adverse impact upon the 
landscape, environmental setting or presentation of the area.

• Encourage the use of existing and/or new vegetation to 
screen development in appropriate locations, in particular the 
use of locally indigenous vegetation which does not include 
environmental weed species (native or otherwise). 

• Discourage development on ridge lines and peaks in significant 
landscapes.

• Protect the character, setting, appearance and vistas of 
landscape and natural elements associated with volcanic peaks 
and features.

• Ensure that the use and development of land are sensitive 
to the surrounding landscape and do not lessen the existing 
appearance and visual amenity of the area. 

• Discourage use and development that will damage, degrade or 
limit conservation and protection of the volcanic peaks and 
features.

• Encourage tourist or recreation use or development that 
enhances the appeal, presentation and natural attributes of the 
volcanic peaks.

21.03-4 Bushfire
The Victorian Fire Risk Register classifies Tarrington as having a 
‘high risk’ (3A) fire risk management priority rating. Whilst the 
Bushfire Management Overlay does not affect the Tarrington 
Structure Plan Study area, parts of the study area are identified 
as a ‘Designated Bushfire Prone Area’ (Building Regulations 2006, 
updated 2011). As such, the Structure Plan should consider 
bushfire risk and the following objectives and strategies within 
Clause 21.03-4 Bushfire:

Objective 1
To assist efforts to:
• Mitigate the risk to life, property and the environment in areas 

prone to bushfire risk. 
• Ensure that land use and development does not increase the 

level of fire risk.
• Ensure that land use and development includes adequate fire 

protection measures. 

Strategies
• Manage threat to life and property on the urban interface 

through a combination of separation distances, building 
construction, water supply and fire service access.

21.04-1 Agriculture and rural land use 
The Background Report outlines the primacy of agriculture within 
the region and the contributions that rural land uses make to the 
lifestyle, amenity and economic development of the Tarrington 
Township. Clause 21.04-1 outlines a number of key issues 
affecting agricultural and rural land uses which are relevant to the 
preparation of the Structure Plan as well as a number of strategies 
which support the objective of this Clause, “to support agricultural 
production, it’s further diversification and a progressive shift 
towards sustainable land management.”, including:

Key Issues
• Maintaining the significance of agriculture in local economy. 
• Providing opportunities for agricultural diversity. 

Strategies
• Discourage residential development in rural areas which 

does not relate to or directly support the use of land for 
agriculture, horticulture or timber production. 

• Support quality tourist uses, developments and experiences in 
rural areas which link to the productive base of the Shire, the 
agricultural economy, the sustainable natural environment and 
the conservation of natural features. 

• Encourage sustainable land and water resource management. 
• Protect areas of high agricultural quality land for farming 

purposes. 
• Protect agricultural land in sustainable and viable parcels.
• Protect land in agricultural production from adjoining uses 

and development that are inconsistent with normal farming 
practices. 

• Support diversification of rural land uses that are consistent 
with sustainable land and water resource management.

21.04-3 Water
The Background Report highlights a number of existing issues, 
opportunities and constraints relating to domestic and commercial 
waste water disposal and drainage infrastructure within the 
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Tarrington Township. These are highly reflective of the key issues 
identified within Clause 21.04-3 Water, namely:

Key Issues 
• Poor storm water quality in other settlements resulting from 

ageing drainage infrastructure and the prevalence of on-site 
waste water treatment systems. 

• A number of designated watercourses are located within the 
Tarrington Structure Plan study area. As such, the following 
objectives and strategies should also be considered as part of 
preparing the Structure:

Objective 1 
• To protect water catchments and the quality of water in the 

Shires rivers and streams.
Strategies 
• Require that new land use and development do not increase 

net run-off, soil degradation, or effluent release to rivers and 
streams.

• Maintain the natural condition of watercourses. 

21.05 Built environment
Tarrington has very rich cultural heritage which is reflected in 
many of its historical buildings and natural assets as explained 
earlier in this report. Additionally, a number of dwellings and 
community buildings have been identified for their heritage 
significance through Southern Grampians Heritage Study 
(Hubbard, 2004) and through the application of the Heritage 
Overlay (Amendment C6). Given the scope of built and natural 
cultural heritage contained in and around the Township, the 
entirety of this Clause is of great relevance to the preparation of 
the Tarrington Structure Plan, which comprises:

Clause 21.05-1 Built Environment
This Clause sets out local direction around key issues and 
strategies relating to the enhancement and presentation of 
streetscapes, main streets and entrances.

Clause 21.05-2 Heritage
This Clause sets out local direction around key issues relating to 
the maintenance and enhancement of places of aboriginal, natural 
and cultural heritage significance.

Clause 21.05-4 Shop fronts and verandahs
This Clause sets out local direction around key issues and 
strategies relating to maintaining the appearance of shop fronts 
and streetscapes in commercial areas.

Clause 21.05-4 Advertising signs
This Clause sets out local direction around key issues and 
strategies relating to the presentation of advertising signs in urban 
areas and on heritage buildings.

21.07-1 Industry    
This Clause pertains mostly to Hamilton and other settlements 
within the Shire with industrial and commercial zoned land. 
However, it does identify the need to provide opportunities for 
business and industry growth in settlements beyond Hamilton and 
contains strategies including support for value adding enterprise 
for local primary products through processing, distribution, 
research and marketing, particularly in the sheep/wool, beef and 
horticulture sectors. 

21.07-2 Tourism
Tourism is a growing industry in the Shire and much of the future 
investment is likely to be related to natural, built and cultural 
heritage features. 

Existing private and community investment in Tarrington’s tourism 
offer is limited to a number of small-scale accommodation 
businesses and a large annual community festival, Laternenfest. The 
Background Report provides an outline of the existing tourism 
offer and some initial opportunities for investigation. In doing so 
the Structure Plan should consider all the key issues contained 
in this Clause as well as the broad objective of this Clause. The 
following strategies are also relevant to the preparation of the 
Structure Plan:
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Strategies
• Facilitate access to the following features and attractions:

• major environmental features, including volcanic 
features and waterfalls, the rural landscape, the red 
gum country, roadside vegetation and Rocklands 
Reservoir;

• built heritage particularly in Hamilton, the townships 
and in rural areas;

• Support the extension of existing farm tourism industry, 
quality heritage accommodation and private and public 
gardens. 

• Support quality tourist uses, developments and experiences in 
rural areas which link to the sustainable natural environment 
and the conservation of natural features. 

• Support tourist or recreation use or development that 
enhances the appeal, presentation and natural attributes of the 
volcanic peaks and landscape features.

• Support opportunities to extend existing farm tourism 
industry, quality heritage accommodation and private and 
public gardens. 

• Protect and promote the natural and cultural assets of the 
Shire. 

21.08-4 Transport Connections
The Background Report examines Tarrington’s existing pedestrian 
network and presents some initial opportunities to further 
investigate enhancements to the existing network as well as 
new connections.  Issues have also been identified by the Project 
Steering Committee and the Technical Reference Group in 
relation to road safety, access to public transport and transport 
connections between Hamilton and Tarrington.
 
Clause 21.08-4 comprises information and strategies from 
the Leisure Services Strategic Plan, the Aged and Disability 
Services Strategic Plan 2002 and the Community Inclusion Plan 
2004-2007. This Clause highlights the importance of providing 
sustainable transport connections and, in addition to the above, 
the preparation of the Structure Plan should also consider the 
following key issues, the broad objective and strategies as outlined 
in this Clause:

Key issues
• Safety issues with footpaths and pedestrian access on roads. 
• The availability of and accessibility to community and public 

transport. 

Objective 1
• Improve transportation options across the Shire including 

public, emergency and community transportation.

Strategies
• Advocate for the re-establishment and continuation of 

regional bus services between Hamilton and key settlements.

21.09-1 Infrastructure provision
The Background Report outlines a number of issues in relation 
waste water, drainage, pedestrian infrastructure and road and 
traffic conditions. This Clause identifies a number of issues, 
including the reliance upon domestic waste water systems in rural 
settlements. The Report does not draw any immediate conclusions 
regarding these issues. The report does, however, provide the 
basis for further investigations into infrastructure issues to be 
completed as part of the Structure Plan. As such, the preparation 
of the Structure Plan should consider Clause 21.09-1, in particular: 

Key issues
• Ensuring that new development is provided with appropriate 

infrastructure.
• Maximising use of existing infrastructure.  

Objective 1
• To make effective use of infrastructure.  

Strategies
• Co-ordinate the development of urban areas with the 

extension of infrastructure to minimise community costs and 
provide sustainable development. 

• Ensure residential areas have access to a range of 
infrastructure and services including reticulated water, 
sewerage, drainage, power and sealed roads where available. 
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21.10-9 Tarrington
This Clause contains very few details on local area policy 
implementation for Tarrington. It acknowledges Tarrington is 
experiencing some population growth and reflects what is already 
known about Tarrington’s vibrant community. The following is the 
only item relevant to the Tarrington Structure Plan, and is a direct 
extract from the Tarrington UDF:

‘Reinforce the strong visual, physical and 
environmental identity of the town, as defined 
by the mature and leafy street trees along the 
Hamilton Highway.’
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APPENDIX E
Indicative Design and Development Overlays 
These indicative schedules have not been drafted to meet the 
requirements of the Victorian Planning Provisions.  They provide 
strategic intent and guidance for the further policy development 
of future Design and Development Overlays.  Final Schedules are 
likely to provide more specific guidance for development (for 
example subdivision size, fence height, building setbacks).

DDO 11 –Tarrington’s Main Street Core
Design Objectives
• To strengthen the presence of Tarrington’s ‘main street’ core
• To ensure that future development and capital works better 

articulate and define Tarrington’s commercial and civic centre
• To encourage new development to responds to established 

built form 
• To promote a vehicle, cycle and pedestrian environment that 

responds to Tarrington’s main street core and connects with 
the local street system.

• To ensure buildings address the Hamilton Hwy and contribute 
to the streetscape character.

• To facilitate the location of commercial and civic buildings into 
the heart of Tarrington.

Indicative development requirements:
• New commercial buildings should be located within the 

Commercial or Civic Precincts to consolidate existing activity
• New buildings should have setbacks similar to existing buildings 

in these precincts to help defi ne a sense of visual enclosure 
appropriate to the centre of the township.

• New buildings must address the street and visually contribute 
to the streetscape character.

• Where required, low front fences should be provided where 
that allow a visual connection between the building and the 
street.

• New buildings and structures should not be designed to have a 
‘heritage’ appearance.

• Garages and sheds should not be located in front of the 
habitable parts of a building.

• Public spaces within the road reserve should be clearly 
differentiated through landscaping to separate civic activity and 
vehicle movements.

• Provide footpaths at least 1.5m wide within the road reserve.

DDO 12 – Tarrington’s Gateways
Design Objectives
• To articulate the clear transition between rural surrounds and 

the Tarrington Township.
• To encourage landscaping that contributes the sense of 

enclosure and arrival to Tarrington 
• To enhance the urban gateways of Tarrington through design 

responses and landscaping.

Indicative development requirements:
• New buildings and structures should not be designed to have a 

‘heritage’ appearance
• Low building heights should be retained across the township to 

avoid competing with established visual landmarks or blocking 
views to them. Single storey buildings are strongly preferred.

• New buildings should in most cases match the setbacks of 
neighbouring buildings, with a strong preference for buildings 
that address the street and visually contribute to the 
streetscape character.

• Landscaping should contribute to the sense of enclosure and 
enhance existing vegetation.

DDO 13 – Tarrington Waste Water Guidelines
Design Objectives
• To ensure that onsite waste disposal generated by new 

development is appropriately managed to ensure the 
environmental health of Tarrington and community’s health and 
wellbeing is not negatively impacted.

• To ensure that new development incorporates waste water 
design responses that consider local land systems and soil 
capacity to manage onsite waste in accordance with agreed 
standards.
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Indicative development requirements:
• Land Capability Assessments (LCA’s) shall be required for all 

septic tank applications including implementing new or altering 
existing wastewater managements systems.

• Lot sizes greater than 10,000m2 are encouraged with a 
comprehensive Land Capability Assessment to be provided 
to demonstrate the property can contain and manage waste 
water without detrimental effects to the natural environment 
and pollute watercourses and/or other properties; 

• Lots between 4,000m2 -10,000m2 may be acceptable with the 
approval of a Land Capability Assessment and waste water 
management program.


