
MORE INFORMATION 
If you would like more information about the project or if you have any queries, please contact Daniel Pech by 
phone on 03 5573 0218 or email dpech@sthgrampians.vic.gov.au.

KEY PROJECT OUTPUTS 
LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES & 
POLICY

Guidelines for the management of each 
landscapes within the study area have been 
prepared. It is recommended that these 
guidelines are incorporated into a policy within 
the Southern Grampians Planning Scheme to 
inform development proposals and assessment of 
planning permit applications. 

SIGNIFICANT LANDSCAPE OVERLAY 

It is recommended that the Grampians (Gariwerd) 
and Surrounds is afforded additional protection in 
the Southern Grampians Planning Scheme through 
the application of the Signfi cant Landscape Overlay. 

SIGNIFICANT VIEWS & VIEWING CORRIDORS

The study also recommends the introduction 
of a planning permit trigger to allow the closer 
assessment of proposed development within these 
views and viewing corridors.

VIEW THE DRAFT REPORT 
The draft report is now available for your comment. 
Copies of the document may be found at: 

 Southern Grampians Shire Council’s   
 Market Place and Brown Street Offi ces.

 Your Local Post Offi ce

 Dunkeld and Hamilton Southern   
 Grampians Visitor Information Centres

 Online: www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/  
 grampianslandscape 

HAVE YOUR SAY
OPEN HOUSE SESSION

The study team is seeking your feedback on 
the Draft Report. A session will be held to allow 
any member of the public to ‘drop in’ when it is 
convenient to view the plan, ask any questions they 
have or just to get some further information about 
the study. Sessions will be held both in the morning 
and afternoon.

 ■ Do you agree with the description of landscape 
character and signifi cance within the study 
area? 

 ■ Are there signifi cant areas or views we 
have missed? If so, what makes the place/s 
signifi cant to you?

Where:  Cavendish Town Hall 

When:  21 September, 2013

Time:  9am-1:00pm

Where:  Dunkeld Visitor Information Centre

When:  21 September 2013

Time:  2pm – 6pm

Alternatively, if you would like to make an 
appointment to talk to someone about the 
landscape assessment study in person, please 
contact Daniel Pech, Council’s Senior Strategic 
Planner, to book a time.

Please send your feedback by October 25 2013 by:

Mail:  Southern Grampians Shire Council

  Locked Bag 685, 111 Brown Street

  Hamilton VIC 3300

Email:  dpech@sthgrampians.vic.gov.au

Phone:  5573 0218

Hand:  Council’s Brown Street and Market  
  Place Offi ces. 
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PROJECT UPDATE

STUDY PROCESS

The Southern Grampians Shire Council commenced 
preparation of the Southern Grampians Signifi cant 
Landscape Assessment Study in May 2011. The 
project has now been completed and Council is 
seeking the views of the community on the draft 
report.

Importantly, the timing and outcomes of the 
project have aligned with the fi ndings of the State 
Government’s South West Victoria Landscape 
Assessment Study, which has studied landscapes 
of the entire region and incorporated the fi ndings of 
this study.  

The primary purpose of the Southern Grampians 
Landscape Assessment Study has been to gain 
a detailed understanding of the visual character 
and signifi cance of the Grampians landscape, and 
prepare up to date planning policy and controls to 
ensure the landscape’s protection, within a context 
of appropriate development, economic growth and 
investment.

The Study is being undertaken over fi ve stages. We 
are is now in the fourth stage with a draft document 
available for community comment.

Aug 2013

The study team have completed extensive fi eld 
surveys. The character of the landscapes within 
the study area has been mapped and described in 
detail. Landscapes and views of signifi cance have 
also been identifi ed.

Working with the Project Steering Committee, 
which comprised community members and 
stakeholder representatives, recommendations 
about the future management of landscape 
character and signifi cance in the Shire have been 
made. 

Contributions from the community have been 
invited during the development of the Study, now 
Council would like your feedback on the Draft Plan 
to help shape the fi nal document.

Stage 1 Background & initial 
community input May - June 2011

Stage 2 Landscape character 
assessment July - September 2011

Stage 3 Landscape signifi cance 
assessment

September - November 
2011

Project on hold pending outcomes of South West 
Landscape Assessment Study

Stage 4 Public Exhibition August - October 2013

Stage 5 Final recommendations October - December 2013
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WHAT IS LANDSCAPE CHARACTER? 

Landscape Character is the interplay of geology, 
topography, vegetation, waterbodies and other 
natural features, combined with the effects of 
land use and built development, which makes one 
landscape differ from another.

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS 
Three broad Landscape Character Areas have 
been identifi ed within the study area, based 
common physical, environmental and cultural 
characteristics. 

CHARACTER AREA 1: GRAMPIANS (GARIWERD) & 
SURROUNDS

The Grampians (Gariwerd) & Surrounds Character 
Area is defi ned by the visually dramatic and 
nationally signifi cant Grampians Ranges that form 
a spectacular backdrop to the surrounding pastoral 
landscape, which is scattered with remnant River 
Red Gums.

CHARACTER AREA 2: ROLLING TABLELANDS

The Rolling Tablelands Character Area is defi ned 
by green rolling hills incised by deep vegetated 
valleys. The Grampians form a distant silhouette 
on the horizon. Large expanses of grazing land are 
interspersed with valleys and creek corridors, and 
stands of remnant vegetation. 

CHARACTER AREA 3: VOLCANIC AGRICULTURAL

The Volcanic Agricultural Character Area is a 
highly modifi ed landscape that is used intensively 
for rural and agricultural practices. The area is 
characterised by large expanses of fl at agricultural 
plains, the sensation of ‘big skies’ and long, straight 
roads with expansive views. Basalt rocks from 
volcanic activity are scattered across paddocks 
in places, and these have been used in dry stone 
walls which are a distinctive feature of this area. 
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WHAT IS LANDSCAPE SIGNFICANCE? 
Landscapes are signifi cant to different people 
for different reasons. These reasons may include 
their scenic beauty, historic value, environmental 
qualities or less tangible values associated with the 
place, such as memories or associations.

HOW HAVE SIGNIFICANT LANDSCAPES 
BEEN ASSESSED? 
For every landscape, a range of factors combine 
to create an overall illustration of its value. The 
aesthetic features of the landscapes were assessed 
as well as their cultural value.  Community values 
gathered via the workshop, Steering Committee 
meetings, the photographic exercise and project 
blog contributed to this signifi cance work.

One area, the Grampians (Gariwerd) and Surrounds, 
has been found to have a high degree of signifi cance 
and is recommended for additional protection in 
the Southern Grampians Planning Scheme. 

HOW HAVE SIGNIFICANT VIEWS BEEN 
ASSESSED?
Views have been defi ned and considered with 
a focus on publicly accessible and well known 
viewing locations. Other factors in their selection 
include the qualities of the landscape being viewed, 
the availability of interpretive information, and the 
promotion of the view from a regional tourism 
perspective. 

Signifi cant views identifi ed within the study area 
include static viewing points, such as a lookout, as 
well as viewing corridors where a view is available 
along a scenic route. 

A number of signifi cant view points and corridors 
have been identifi ed.  Various measures for their 
protection have been recommended. 
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